
The Ancient Egyptian  
Books of the Earth

by Joshua Aaron Roberson

Wilbour Studies

Brown University
Department of Egyptology and Ancient Western Asian Studies

Th
e A

n
c

ien
t Eg

yptia
n

 Bo
o

k
s o

f th
e Ea

rth
	

      Joshua A
aron Roberson

Collections of scenes and texts designated variously as the “Book of the Earth,” “Creation of the Solar 
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Die Finsternis vertrieben
durch verzehrende Glut.
Durch Gefahr führt unser Weg
und Bilder von Bestien.
Überall reißt die Erde auf
Selbst in die Unterwelt dringt durch Spalten Licht,
versetzt die Herrscher in Angst und Schrecken.
		  —Einstürzende Neubauten, Sonnenbarke

So dark and deep and nebulous it was,
Try as I might to force my sight below,
I could not see the shape of anything.
“Let us descend into the sightless world,” 
began the poet (his face was deathly pale):
“I will go first, and you will follow me.”
		  —Dante, Inferno, Canto IV.13–15
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Reproduced by permission of Princeton University Press.

Plate 10	 Ramesses VI, sarcophagus chamber, rear wall, engaged columns, right (after Piankoff 
1954, fig. 108). Reproduced by permission of Princeton University Press.

Plate 11	 KV1, Ramesses VII, sarcophagus chamber, left wall.
Plate 12	 Ramesses VII, sarcophagus chamber, right wall.
Plate 13	 KV6, Ramesses IX, sarcophagus chamber, left wall.
Plate 14	 Ramesses IX, sarcophagus chamber, right wall.
Plate 15a	 Hieratic text R9.B.1.29.6 (after Lefébure 1886–90, 2:plate 18).
Plate 15b 	 Hieratic text R9.B.2.36.10 (after Lefébure 1886–90, 2:plate 18).
Plate 16	 Hieratic text R9.B.2.19.8 + captions (after Lefébure 1886–90, 2:plate 19).
Plate 17	 Hieratic text R9.B.2.19.7 + captions (after Lefébure 1886–90, 2:plate 19).
Plate 18a	 Funerary papyrus of Djedkhonsuiusankh (Louvre 3276).
Plate 18b	 Djedkhonsuiusankh, continued.
Plate 19a	 Djedkhonsuiusankh, continued.
Plate 19b	 Djedkhonsuiusankh, conclusion.
Plate 20a	 Funerary papyrus of Khonsumes (Bibliothèque Nationale 153).
Plate 20b	 Khonsumes, continued.
Plate 21a	N RT1, Osorkon II, entrance chamber, right wall (after Montet 1947, 57, fig. 16). 

Scene 26. Reproduced by permission of Phiippe Broussaud, Mission Française des 
Fouilles de Tanis. Reproduced by permission of Princeton University Press.
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Plate 21b	N RT1, Osorkon II, entrance chamber, left wall (Montet 1947, 56, fig. 15). Scene 27.  
	 Reproduced by permission of Princeton University Press.
Plate 22	N RT1, Osorkon II, crypt 3, left wall (after Montet 1947, plate 37). Scene 51. Repro-
	 duced by permission of the Mission Française des Fouiulles de Tanis.
Plate 23	 TT33, Pedamenopet, Corridor XIII, easternmost wall.
Plate 24	 Pedamenopet, continued.
Plate 25	 Pedamenopet, continued.
Plate 26	 Pedamenopet, conclusion.
Plate 27	 TT410, Mutirdis, Chamber I, east wall (after Assmann 1977, plate 25).
Plate 28	 Mutirdis, continued (after Assmann 1977, plate 26). Scene 51.
Plate 29a	 Mutirdis, continued (after Assmann 1977, plate 27). Scenes 70 (?) and 45.
Plate 29b	 Mutirdis, conclusion (after Assmann 1977, plate 27). Scene 55.
Plate 30	 TT197, Padineith, unnumbered chamber, rear wall, left. Scene 5.
Plate 31	 Padineith, unnumbered chamber, left wall.
Plate 32	 Padineith, unnumbered chamber, left wall, conclusion. Scene 22.
Plate 33	L epsius 23 (Saqqara), Horira’a, Chamber A, west wall (after Lepsius, 1842–45, part 

3, 280c). 
Plate 34a	 Cartonnage pectoral, Dynasty 28 (after Quibell 1898, plate 28), including scene 19 

(top, right) plus miscellaneous Book of the Dead and other mythological scenes.
Plate 34b	 Pectoral detail, top right.
Plate 35	 Sarcophagus of Nakhtnebef (Berlin 7; after Dümichen 1984–94, plate 27). Scenes 5 

and 6.
Plate 36a	 Sarcophagus Djedhor 2 (CG 29307), foot end, Book of Gates introductory tableau.
Plate 36b	 Sarcophagus of Djedhor 2 (CG 29307), head end. Scene 26.
Plate 37a–b 	 Sarcophagus of Djedhor 2 (CG 29307), left and right sides.
Plate 38a 	 Funerary papyrus of Gautsushen (MMA 25.3.31), right half.
Plate 38b 	 Middle Kingdom apotropaic knife with Underworld iconography (British Museum 

18175)

Appendix 3, Text Plates: Interlinear Transcription of Parallel Sources

Plate 1		  Cenotaph.3; R6.B.1.2.43; Tjahorpta.3.
Plate 2		  Cenotaph.4; R9.B.2.75.12.
Plate 3		  Tutankhamun annotation; Cenotaph.5; R9.B.2.75.13, cols. 1–7.
Plate 4		  M.B.1.22.1–3; T.B.1.22.1–3; R3.B.1.22.4–6.
Plate 5		  R3.B.1.25.8; R6.A.1.25.5.
Plate 6		  R6.A.1.25.4; R6.A.1.74.12.
Plate 7		  R6.A.1.25.6; R6.A.1.25.7.
Plate 8		  R6.B.1.38.44; Tjahorpta.1.
Plate 9		  R6.B.1.38.45, cols. 21–24; R6.B.2.19.53; R9.B.2.19.7–8.
Plate 10		 R6.B.1.38.46; R6.B.2.20.54.
Plate 11		 R6.B.1.51.47; O.A.1.51.1.
Plate 12		 R6.B.1.51.49; R6.B.3.26.60; Mt.A.2.51.7.
Plate 13		 R6.B.1.51.49; Mt.A.2.51.7 (conclusion).
Plate 14		 R6.B.1.68.50; R6.B.1.68.51.
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Plate 15		 R6.B.3.40.62; R6.B.3.47.63.
Plate 16		 R6.B.4.3.65, row 1; Kh.2.3.6; Pa.B.2.3.10; H.B.1.3.1.
Plate 17		 Kh.2.3.6; H.B.1.3.1 (conclusion).
Plate 18		 R6.B.4.5.68; Pa.B.3.5.12.
Plate 19		 R6.B2.1.75.77; R9.B.2.75.13, cols. 14–17.
Plate 20		 R6.B2.1.77.78; Pa.B.1.77.9.
Plate 21		 R6.B2.2.10.80; Tjahorpta.2, cols. 3–21.
Plate 22		 R6.B2.2.10.80; Tjahorpta.2, cols. 3–21 (conclusion).
Plate 23		 R7.A.1.29.1; R9.B.1.29.6.
Plate 24		 R7.A.1.37.2; R9.A.3.37.3.
Plate 25		 R7.A.2.12.5; R9.A.2.12.2; Sarcophagus.2.
Plate 26		 R9.A.2.12.2; Sarcophagus.2 (conclusion).
Plate 27		 Kh.1–3.4.1; Pa.B.1–3.4.1.
Plate 28		 Kh.1.4.2; Pa.B.1.4.2.
Plate 29		 Kh.1.8.3; Mt.A.1.8.2.
Plate 30		 Kh.1.9.5; Pa.B.1.9.3–4; Mt.A.1.9.3.

Color Plate 	 Scene 5 (Aker Group 3). Top: right half, tomb of Pedamenopet (TT 33). 
		  Bottom: left half, tomb of Padineith (TT 197).
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indices

Index of Egyptian Words  
(select terms and epithets)

Aw, “to stretch” (verb, plus derivatives). 286–87.
Amy.t, Amyt, a body part of Osiris. 172.
Ax, “brilliance.” 220, 387.
Ax.t, “horizon” (also see General Index, “Re-Hor-Akhti”). 

18, 23, 56, 58, 123, 134, 138, 149, 152, 186, 198–99, 
266, 314, 318, 320–21, 354–55, 365, 372, 375, 384, 
440–41, 443–44, 446, 461.

jA.t, “(burial) Mound.” 99, 102–3, 110, 112, 121, 159, 
171–72, 175, 177, 235–36, 239–43, 246–47, 285, 
287, 331, 333–34, 349, 373, 379–80, 385, 389, 450.

jAw, “to praise” (verb, plus derivatives). 141, 244, 248, 260, 
387, 392, 404, 409.

jAw Hr, “Old of face.” 180–81. 
jAb(.t), “east” (also see General Index, “Direction, east”). 24, 

33, 71, 134, 149, 152, 172, 186, 193, 207, 253–54, 
294, 298, 375, 409, 414, 436, 440, 443–44.

jar.t, “uraeus.” 123, 318, 334, 448.
jwf, “flesh.” 136, 244, 356, 361, 405, 416.
jwty, “rotting, to rot.” 285, 380, 403, 452.
jb, “heart.” 179, 180, 270, 282, 317, 319, 324, 328, 404–5, 

407.	
jby.t, “She of the heart.” 216.
jmn, “to hide” (verb, plus derivatives; also see below, a.t 

jmn.t, and General Index, “Amaunet,” “Amun,” and 
“Amun-Re”). 6, 65, 74, 77–8, 87, 108, 118, 123,125–
27, 154, 157–59, 170, 183–85, 191, 198, 200, 202, 
227, 242–43, 289, 313–14, 318, 320–22, 324, 336, 
339, 344–45, 349, 356, 360, 367, 372–73, 379, 392, 
396, 402, 405, 411, 413, 420, 442, 450.

jmn.tj, “The Westerner.” 82, 170, 191, 358, 401.
jmn(t).t, “the West”  (also see General Index, “Direction, 

west”). 84, 177, 179, 206–7, 211, 240, 250, 254, 266, 
281, 336–37, 339–40, 346, 349, 358, 361, 363, 370, 
374, 375, 381, 396, 401–2, 405, 407, 416, 436, 438, 
442, 446.

jm(t)y, “Formed one.” 160, 201, 203.
jrw, “(visible) form.” 171, 202–3, 328, 336, 339–40, 342, 

356–58, 363, 367, 384, 389, 442–43.
jtn, “solar disc.” 6, 72, 87, 118, 120, 123, 129, 165–67, 198, 

200, 248, 260, 271, 273, 310, 313, 320, 330, 333, 346, 
355, 359, 361, 365, 368, 371, 382, 383, 385, 387–88, 
394, 401, 416, 422, 427, 438, 444, 446.

jtn(y).t, “female disc.” 200, 313, 320.
jdb, “shore.” 114–15, 156, 207, 347, 356, 362, 374, 377, 

402, 409–11, 414, 417–19, 422, 425, 436, 442.

a.wj, “two arms” 70, 89, 109, 123, 138, 143–45, 148–49, 
155, 165, 168, 170, 176, 183, 191, 204, 206, 208, 
216–17, 260, 268, 281, 284, 310–11, 313, 320–21, 
325, 333–34, 346, 348–50, 358, 371, 376, 381–84, 
386–87, 389–92, 394, 399, 410, 419, 433, 440–41, 
444, 449.

a.t jmn.t, “Hidden Chamber.” 5, 18, 21, 118, 282, 284, 
317, 319, 324, 327, 448.

aAa, “to spew, expel” (verb, plus derivatives). 126, 127, 212, 
216, 383, 394, 452.

aApp, see General Index, “Apep.”
aby, “Horned one.” 262.
abw.tj, “He of the double horns.” 249, 251.
afd.t, “chest, box.” 281, 283.
am, “to swallow” (verb, plus derivatives). 172, 212, 279, 

281, 318, 342.
amam, “shrewmouse.” 177, 249.
aHA Hr, “Warlike of Face.” 201, 203, 204, 244, 363, 370, 

431.
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aSA Hr.w, “Numerous of faces.” 221.	
ao pw, “This one who enters.” 135.
ao nfr, “Perfect entrance.” 38, 135.

 

wAwAy, “He of flame.” 142, 145.
wA Hr, “Distant of face.” 181.
wAmmy.t, “She who roasts.” 215.
wASy, “He who venerates.” 260.
wjA, “barque.” 102, 115, 162, 355, 374, 402, 404, 407, 

409, 413–14, 416, 420–21, 428, 436, 444, 446.
wp.ty, “He of the horn.” 262.
wps.t, “She who burns.” 142, 144. 
wny, “He who hastens.” 270.
wnw.t, “hour.” 87, 120, 183–85, 187, 201, 203, 224, 271, 

318, 354–56, 365, 367, 371, 396, 440, 442, 445–46, 
448.

wnmy.t, “She who devours.” 268–69.
wnny.t, “She who shall exist.” 231–32.
wntj, Wenti (demon). 209, 383, 394.  Also see p(A)-n-Wntj.
wrS, “to awaken, spend the day” (plus derivatives). 263–65, 

347, 348, 401, 438.
whAy, “He who escapes.” 160.	
wsr.t Jtm, “Neck of Atum.” 208.
wsr.t Ra, “Neck of Re.” 228, 261. 
wdby.t, “She who burns.” 214.
wDay.t, “She who judges.” 139–42.

bA, ba-soul (also see below, bA.wj, and bAy). 28, 82, 104, 
107, 109, 113–16, 121, 123, 125, 127, 145–46, 149, 
157–59, 161, 183, 185, 190, 238, 249, 250, 260, 275–
76, 279, 281, 284, 286, 288, 304, 307, 313, 317–19, 
321, 324, 326, 328–31, 333–34, 336–37, 340, 342–
43, 345, 347–50, 353–56, 359, 361–66, 368, 371–72, 
374, 380, 382, 384–85, 387–90, 396–97, 401–3, 405, 
409, 411–12, 414, 417–19, 421–23, 425, 427, 433, 
436–38, 440, 442, 448, 450–52.

bA.wj, “Double ba.” 159, 160, 268, 321, 348, 383, 395. 
bA.w-Ra, “Manifestations of Re.” 5. 
bAy, “He of the ba.” 175, 334.
bnwy, “He of the heron.” 209.
bXy.t, “She who gives birth.” 210.
bgsy, Begsy (minor god). 142. 

p(A)-n-Wntj, Penwenti (demon; also see below, Wntj). 102, 

113, 208, 381, 383, 394.
p(A)-n-StAy, Penshetay (locality). 113, 183–84, 187.
prry, “One who emerges.” 135.
pr(t) nfr(t), “Perfect emergence.” 38, 135.
pna, “He who is inverted.” 249.
psd, “to shine, illuminate” (verb, plus derivatives). 185, 249, 

254, 276, 305, 314, 354, 375, 397, 409, 433, 446.
psD.t, “Ennead.” 276, 313, 336, 372, 429.

manD.t, “morning barque.” 150, 382, 409, 418, 440, 444.
mwjw Nnw,“Watery one of Nun.” 146, 150.		
mmj tA, “He who is earth bound.” 181.
mHn, See General Index, “Mehen.”
msw.tj, “He of the birth.” 197–98.
mskt.t, “evening barque.” 150, 382, 409, 418, 444.

nAny, “He of the serpent.” 175–76.
njnj.t, “She of the njnj-gesture.” 214.
nawtj, “Traveler.” 201.
nbj, “flame.” 123, 320–21.
nfry.t, “rudder.” 141.
nmy, “He of the knife.” 216, 217, 344.
nnw.tj, “He of the oval.” 197, 249, 251.
nr.ty, “He of the vulture.” 86, 209–10.
nHA Hr, “Terrible of face.” 102, 113, 254, 322, 323.
nsw.t, “She of the flame.” 215.
nsr, “flame” (noun, plus derivatives; also see S nsrsr). 142, 

144, 216, 220, 254, 268, 269, 284, 322, 325, 404, 
407.

nTr aA, “Great God.” 79, 115, 117–18, 122, 126, 153, 167, 
169, 188–89, 266, 270, 273, 307–9, 312–13, 321, 
327, 333, 344, 354, 368, 372–73, 385, 392, 395, 
405–6, 417.

nDry, “He who seizes.” 268.

rw, “flood land.” 253.
rwD, “bond, restraint.” 218.
rxsy, “He of the slaughter fish.” 256.
rs(y), “He who awakens, is awake.” 160, 263.
rkH, “flame; to burn” (noun and verb, plus derivatives). 84, 

85, 213, 220, 221, 254, 322, 336, 340, 342, 387. 
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hmhmy, “Roarer.” 267.

HAy.t, “She who hails.” 142, 144. 
HAy.t, “She of lament.” 143.
HAy.tj, “He of lament.” 143.
HAy tp, “Shining of head.” 241, 242, 243.
HAdy, “fiery pit.” 281.	
HwAA(.t), “putrefaction.” 225, 285, 380, 399, 403.
Hbs, “to clothe.” 450.
Hbsj, “He of the shroud.” 237. 
Hr, “face” (also see below,  aHA Hr,  aSA Hr.w, and nHA Hr). 

75, 122, 155, 168, 171, 172, 179, 180, 181, 182, 194, 
249, 254, 263, 264, 275, 278, 308, 309, 312, 323, 
339, 346, 348, 354, 376, 386, 391, 407, 411, 413, 
438, 442, 449.		

Hr.tj, “He of the Sky.” 180.	
Hrj.t st.t, “She who presides over her ray.” 183–84.
Hry.t, “oven.” 161, 217, 412, 420, 421, 428.
has, “Ferocious One.” 174, 176.
Hso, “to decapitate” (verb, plus derivatives). 212, 213, 221, 

340.
Hkn(w), “to praise” (verb, plus derivatives). 117–18, 123, 

161, 182–83, 227, 311, 321, 330–31, 333, 347, 349, 
363, 368, 372–73, 381, 383–85, 389, 395, 401, 412, 
424, 438, 450, 452.

Htm, “to annihilate, destroy” (verb, plus derivatives). 69, 90, 
149, 187, 202–4, 206, 252, 255, 258, 277–78, 284, 
286–88, 337, 350, 371, 374, 383, 394, 398, 401, 438.

xftj, “enemy.” 102, 113, 155, 215, 283–84, 319, 324, 327, 
340–41, 343, 401, 404, 438.

xbsy.t, “She of the hacked-out (heart).” 216.
xbsw, “The hacked out (heart).” 81, 345.
xmy, “One who is destroyed; destruction-demon” 84, 113, 

218, 219, 351.
xssy, “He of the canal-fish.” 256–57.

XA.t, “corpse.” 112, 120, 144, 155, 159, 163, 168, 172–73, 
176–78, 205, 223, 228, 238, 249, 261–62, 266–67, 
270, 277, 282, 286–88, 317–19, 321, 324–25, 328–
29, 349, 354, 358, 364, 370, 381, 384–85, 389, 391, 
401–2, 410, 413, 416, 419–21, 433, 446, 448.

XA.tj, “He of the corpse.” 159, 160.
Xrj tA, “He who is beneath the earth.” 180.

saHy.t, “August lady.” 235–36.
sbby.t, “She who goes.” 231.
snfy, “The Bloody One.” 181, 184–85, 392, 398.
snTw, “He who weeps.” 143–44.
sry, “He of the ram.” 262.
sxm, “to be powerful” (adjective verb, plus derivatives). 

164, 179, 348, 385, 407, 445.
sXby.t, “She who savors.” 214–15.
sSm, “to guide, lead” (verb, plus derivatives). 109, 136–37, 

145, 156, 185, 189–90, 192–93, 221, 226, 242, 310, 
336, 342, 355–56, 358, 375, 395, 398, 402, 417, 442, 
443.

stj, “putrefaction.” 380.
sTA, “to tow” (verb, plus derivatives). 19, 114–15, 140–41, 

360, 368, 375, 406, 409, 414, 418, 425, 433, 436, 
438. 	

sD.t, “fire, flame.” 142, 181, 183–85, 187, 214, 216, 284, 
289, 325, 336, 341, 363, 381, 398, 424, 426, 431.

S nsrsr, “Lake of Fire.” 103, 140. 
SAsy, “He who travels.” 160. 
Sa.tj, “He of the slaughter.” 213.
Sw.t, “shadow” (also see General Index, “sunshade”). 107, 

118, 161, 165, 226–27, 288, 372–73, 412, 417.
Sw-a, “Bright of arm.” 164. 
Ssp, “to receive” (verb, plus derivatives). 72, 107, 110, 118, 

123, 184, 244–45, 304, 311, 317, 320–21, 334, 342, 
344, 347–48, 362, 368, 372–73, 379, 382, 398, 417, 
433, 440–41, 445, 450–51.

Ssp, “to begin.” 103, 360, 367, 374, 414, 436.

oAs, “to bind.” 218.
orr.t, “cavern.” 19, 69, 94, 99, 122, 141, 155, 179, 233, 

270, 307–9, 312, 328, 334, 339, 342, 345, 348, 350, 
356, 358, 360, 362, 367, 374–75, 383–84, 391, 394, 
405, 409, 416–18, 442.

ody, “He of (fish-like) form.” 256.
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kA jmn.t, “Bull of the West.” 174, 176.
km.t, “pupil (of the eye).” 383, 394, 458.
kkw(j), “darkness.” 114, 120, 125, 131, 183, 201, 205–6, 

208, 221, 241–43, 275, 284, 307, 315, 327, 332–33, 
336, 338, 340–42, 347–48, 351, 353–54, 356, 359, 
361–62, 365, 366, 368, 378, 381, 385–86, 388–89, 
392, 396–97, 401, 403, 411, 413, 417, 421–22, 432, 
438, 443, 446, 448.

kkw.t, “darkness.” 94, 354.
kty.t, “cauldron.” 279, 283.

gmHy.t, “She who sees.” 68, 210.

twA, “to raise, support” (verb, plus derivatives). 92, 101, 
122, 134, 244, 316, 409, 452.

tpy, “He of the head; (human)-headed one.” 207–8, 321, 
381. 	

tp Ra, “Head of Re.” 208–10, 228, 381.
tnny.t, “She who grows old.” 231.

TTj.t, “She of the vessel.” 232–33.

dA.t, Dat, “Underworld.” 18, 73–74, 138, 204, 284, 306, 
422, 436, 438.

dwA, “to praise” (verb, plus derivatives). 122, 139–41, 146, 
161, 164–65, 180, 189, 192–93, 239, 244, 249, 251, 
260, 267, 271, 285, 289–91, 307–9, 311–13, 378, 
387, 389, 402, 423, 438, 444.

dwA.t, Duat, “Underworld” (noun, plus derivatives). 5, 68, 
73–74, 102, 112–13, 115, 120, 122, 123, 125, 157–
59, 162–63, 170, 174, 176, 192–93, 252, 254, 260, 
273, 290–91, 307–9, 311–12, 317, 321, 328–30, 334, 
336, 340, 346–49, 354, 358, 360, 367, 383, 386–87, 
390, 394, 401–2, 414, 433, 438, 440, 442, 444–45, 
556, 459.

dmD, “to unite, assemble.” 205, 247, 268, 389, 444–45 . 
dsy, “He of the knife.” 216.

DbA.t, “sarcophagus.” 171, 172, 177, 196, 220, 223, 231, 
235–36, 240, 246, 264, 179, 289, 307, 377, 381, 384, 
387, 389, 391, 402–3, 410, 412, 419, 424.

Dsy.t, “She of the wailing cry.” 143.
Dsy.tj, “He of the wailing cry.” 143.
Dsr, “to be sacred” (adjective verb, plus derivatives). 102, 

142, 144, 276, 313.

Index of Coptic Words Cited

ale, “to ascend” : 383
bai, “spirit” : 190
baampe, “goat” : 190
ersisi, “to have power” : 68 
=n- direct object construction : 286 
=n- > =m- phonetic interchange: 70
noute, “god” : 69
=notf, third person masculine singular independent pro-

noun : 71
ntwre, “goddess” : 69
pa-, ta-, na-, possessed pronoun series : 113
tapro, “mouth” : 75

t=n-, second person plural suffix pronoun : 92
ty(i), “Underworld” : 73, 436 
tooue, “sandal” : 70
wl, “to lift up” : 383
safcwt=m conjugation pattern : 124
swp, “to receive” : 304, 414
fcwt=m versus efcwt=m : 126
haibe, “sunshade” (also see General index, “sunshade”) 
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hiet, “fish-trap” : 283
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General index

A

Abydos. 3, 9–11, 15, 19, 20–22, 27–29, 32, 57–58, 65, 81, 
94, 96, 102, 113, 117, 178, 233, 236, 263, 276, 303, 
455, 471.	

Ahmose. 19, 21–23, 30.
Akephalos. 246.
Aker (also see “Book of Aker”). 5, 9, 11, 18, 38–40, 43, 45, 

48–51, 53–54, 58, 63, 90, 102, 120, 122, 130, 132–
39, 142–66, 186, 193–95, 200, 224–25, 234, 236, 
239–40, 253, 256–58, 266, 271–73, 289–90, 295, 
298–99, 305, 315, 350, 353–55, 359, 374–75, 405, 
417, 423, 426, 430, 432, 435, 446, 455–56, 461–62.

Akhenaten. 16, 18, 24.	
Akhet, see “horizon.”
Amarna. 16–18, 22, 24, 169, 457.
Amaunet. 200, 313, 320.
Amduat, see “Book of Amduat.”
Amenhotep II. 19, 23, 26, 29, 35, 105, 222.
Amenhotep III. 22–23, 93.
Amun (also see “Amun-Re”). 4, 45, 50, 52, 166–67, 175, 

186, 272, 410, 412.
Amun-Re. 47, 186, 187, 407, 410, 412.	
Anubis. 104, 171, 178, 228, 239, 281–83, 296.
Apep. 67, 145, 178–79, 209, 211–12, 234, 286–88, 322, 

348–49, 406–7, 451.
Apotropaia, see “Knife, apotropaic.”
Astronomical ceiling. 6, 30, 34, 35, 42, 56, 57, 59, 208, 

455.
Aten, see Index of Egyptian words, jtn.
Atenet, see Index of Egyptian words, jtn(y).t.
Atum (also see Index of Egyptian words, wsr.t Jtm). 129, 

133, 136–38, 145, 152, 167, 170–71, 174, 178–79, 
191–92, 199, 208–11, 218–19, 228, 268–69, 276, 
283, 347, 349, 369, 382, 384, 295.

B

Barque, see Index of Egyptian words, wjA, manD.t, and 
mskt.t.

Bes. 246.
Book of Aker, 5–6, 11–12, 39, 48–49, 53, 152, 161, 186, 

236, 240, 282, 295, 298, 455.
Book of Amduat, see Index of Egyptian Texts cited.
Book of Caverns, see Index of Egyptian Texts cited.
Book of Gates, see Index of Egyptian Texts cited.

Book of the Day. 3, 6, 25, 39, 45, 133, 142, 165, 460.
Book of the Dead, see Index of Egyptian Texts cited.
Book of the Earth, passim.
Book of the Fayyûm. 142, 209.
Book of the Night (also see Index of Egyptian Texts cited). 6, 

28, 30, 31, 37, 45, 170, 263, 301, 460.
Book of Nut. 6, 28, 30, 31, 37, 79, 95, 105, 106, 211, 460.
Book of the Solar-Osirian Unity, see Index of Egyptian texts 

cited.
Book of Two Ways (also see Index of Egyptian Texts cited, 

“Coffin Texts, volume 7”). 2, 56, 134, 138, 175, 187, 
188, 222, 460.

Books of the Sky (also see “Book of Nut,” “Book of the 
Day,” “Book of Night”). 3, 6–7, 28, 30, 36, 39, 42, 45, 
56–57, 455, 459–60.

Brick, birth. 58, 59.
Brick, magical. 23–25, 58.

C

Cartonnage, see “Pectoral”
Catfish, see “Fish, catfish”
Cenotaph. 9–12, 15, 19, 21, 27, 28–32, 34, 36–39, 43, 

57, 65, 68, 73, 80, 86, 94–98, 102, 104–5, 113, 117, 
135, 179, 194, 235–36, 263, 285, 293, 303–7, 354, 
400, 403, 437, 446, 455, 457, 460, 464–66, 471, 511–
13. 	

Coffin Texts, see Index of Egyptian texts cited.
Concluding representation (Schlußbild). 19, 21, 26, 33, 39, 

43, 47, 49, 53, 56, 58, 148–49, 152–53, 159, 166, 
192–96, 199–201, 266, 272–73, 293–94, 298–99, 
408, 417, 432, 455–56, 460–61. 

Coptic (language), see Index of Coptic words cited.
Cosmography. 2, 20, 56, 59, 459, 460.
Creation of the Solar Disc. 5, 6, 49, 74, 198–202, 204–6.
Crocodile. 113, 156, 174, 176, 207–9, 211–12, 254, 256–

57, 382.
Crown, Atef. 152, 271.
Crown, Red. 95, 254. 
Crown, White. 240, 267, 271, 282, 287.
Cryptography, see “Script, Cryptographic.”

D

Damned, the. 3, 67, 130, 187, 204, 208, 212–19, 228, 230, 
245–46, 252, 255, 279–81, 283–84.
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Dat, see Index of Egyptian words, dA.t
Decapitation. 212–14, 221, 283–84, 327. 
Demon, apotropaic. 36, 153, 475.
Demotic (language). 68, 113, 124, 304.
Direction, east (also see index of Egyptian words, jAb(.t)). 

3, ch. 2 passim, 71, 77, 130, 134, 138, 149, 152–53, 
161, 164–65, 172–73, 185–87, 193, 200, 204, 206–7, 
253–55, 266, 271, 293–94, 298–99, 275, 456, 460–
61, 493, 497.

Direction, north. ch. 2 passim, 158, 208, 233, 289, 432.  
Direction, south. ch. 2 passim, 152, 158, 173, 233, 417.
Direction, west (also see Index of Egyptian words, jmn.tj 

and jmn(t).t). ch. 2 passim, 65, 84, 94, 113, 130, 134, 
138, 141, 149, 152–53, 164–65, 172–74, 176, 177, 
179, 186–87, 200, 206–7, 211, 240, 250, 254, 266, 
271, 273, 281–82, 286–87, 294, 298–99, 303, 456, 
460–61, 471, 503.

Disc, see Index of Egyptian words, jtn and jtn.t.
Djedkhonsuiusankh. 10, 14, 49, 103, ch. 5 passim, 404, 

456, 461, 488–89. 
Duamutef, see “Sons of Horus.”
Duat, see Index of Egyptian words, dwA.t. 

E

East, see “Direction, east.”
Enigmatic Netherworld Book, see Index of Egyptian Texts, 

“Book of the Solar-Osirian Unity.”
Evening barque, see Index of Egyptian words, mskt.t.
Excrement. 214.

F

Fish, catfish. 177, 228, 256–58, 451–52.
Fish, general, see Index of Egyptian words, rxsy, xssy, and 

ody. 
Fish, Oxyrhynchus. 66, 172.
Fundamentals of the Courses of the Stars, see “Book of Nut.”

G

Gautsushen. 153, 271, 273, 282, 508.
Geb. 5, 44, 138, 143–44, 177, 281–82, 286–87, 411, 420.
Great God, see Index of Egyptian words, nTr aA.

H

Hapy, see “Sons of Horus.” 
Hathor. 58–59, 144, 156, 223, 268, 269, 420.
Hathors, seven. 172.

Heka. 136–37.
Hieratic, see “Script, Hieratic.”
Horemheb. 4, 16–17, 22–25.
Horira”a. 10, 39, 47, 54, 68, 139, 141, 145, 148–51, 282, 

295, 297–99, 436–39, 456, 462, 464–66, 503.
Horizon, see Index of Egyptian words, Ax.t . 
Horus (also see  and “Horus of the Duat,” “Re-Hor-Akhti,” 

and “Sons of Horus”). 4, 96, 124, 130, 136–37, 139, 
141, 151, 166, 170–73, 176–79, 189–91, 209, 226, 
228–29, 234, 246, 251, 254, 263, 279, 330.

Horus of the Duat. 157–59, 161–64, 174, 176, 178, 347.	
Hydra. 221–22.

I

Ibi. 9, 253, 293.
Ichneumon mongoose. 177, 234, 252, 257, 279.
Imsety, see “Sons of Horus.”
Isis. 25, 59, 61, 134, 144, 150, 156, 162, 164–65, 168–69, 

171–73, 176, 178, 233, 246, 256, 266, 271, 282, 328, 
332, 440–41.

Israel stela. 212.
Ithyphallic. 164, 170, 183, 185–87, 199–200, 204, 223, 

237, 245–46, 254, 273.

K

Khepri. 70–71, 92, 112, 129, 133, 136–41, 145, 151–52, 
174–79, 190–91, 221–22, 234–35, 238–39, 269, 
275–76, 282, 333, 339, 346, 349, 371, 440–41.

Khonsumes. 10, 14, 39, 47, 49–50, 54, 78, 92, 101, 105, 
Chapter 5 passim, 408, 410, 412, 415, 418–20, 428, 
456, 490.

Kilt. 134, 148–49, 159, 186, 203, 206, 213, 219, 223, 228, 
239, 251.

Knife, apotropaic (also see Index of Egyptian words, nm and 
ds). 137, 153–54, 234, 508.

Kryptograph, see Index of Egyptian texts cited, “Book of the 
Solar-Osirian Unity.”

L

Late Egyptian (language and orthography). 65, 70–71, 84–
85, 95, 101, 103, 116, 126, 128, 208, 340, 414, 436, 
458.

Late period. 5, 8–9, 11, 23, 26–27, 29, 36, 59, 60–61, 63, 
66–67, 76–79, 97, 135, 137, 141, 148, 165, 167–169, 
172, 186, 201, 203, 211, 224, 236, 245, 257, 263, 
359, 447–50, 456–57, 459, 461–62. 

Lion, double, see “Aker.” 
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Litany of Re, see Index of Egyptian texts cited, “Litany of 
Re.”

M

Ma‘at. 41, 169, 218, 238, 332, 338, 346.
Magical brick, see “brick, magical.”
Magical knife, see “knife, apotropaic.”
Magical wand, see “knife, apotropaic.”
Mehen. 137, 179, 180, 182, 184–87, 346.
Memphite Theology. 105.
Meretseger. 156.
Merneptah. 9, 10, 12, 15–16, 24, 25, 27–28, 30, 32–36, 

38–40, 43, 56–57, 59, 62, 75, ch. 5 passim, 307, 464–
66.

Merneptah template. 32, 33, 36, 130, 193, 266, 272, 293, 
294, 299, 455, 460.

Middle Egyptian (language and orthography). 65, 68, 70, 
80, 84, 86, 91, 101, 103, 108, 112–13, 115, 124, 126, 
340, 361, 458.

Middle Kingdom. 2, 3, 18, 19, 21–24, 30, 36, 38, 56, 58, 
68, 70–71, 74, 80, 105, 113, 137–38, 144, 153–54, 
192, 212, 234, 236, 269, 278, 457, 459, 460–61, 508.

Mongoose, see “Ichneumon.”
Morning barque, see Index of Egyptian words, manD.t .
Mutilation of hieroglyphs. 289.
Mutirdis. 10–11, 28, 39, 47, 49–50, 51–53, ch. 5 passim, 

427, 430, 456, 461–62, 464–66, 497–99.
Mythological Papyri (also see “Djedkhonsuiusankh,” “Gaut-

sushen,” and “Khonsumes”). 8–9, 45, 47, 153, 404, 
456, 461. 

N

Nakhtnebef. 10, 14, 61, 63, 103, 145, 147–50, 152, 156–
57, 165, 173, 295, 297–99, 440–41, 456–58, 462, 
464–66, 505.

Nectanebid period, see “Persian period.” 
Nephthys. 25, 61, 134, 150, 162, 164–65, 168–69, 171–

73, 246, 256, 266, 271, 282, 440–41.
New Kingdom, passim.
North, see “Direction, north.” 
Nun (also see Index of Egyptian words, mwjw Nnw). 19, 

29, 39–40, 134, 140–41, 145–50, 152, 154, 197, 199, 
204, 232–34, 258, 268–69, 275–76, 317, 369–70, 
374, 376, 405, 409, 418, 432–34, 440–41.

Nut (also see “Book of Nut”). 3, 6, 25, 30, 40, 42, 44–45, 
59, 148, 154, 159–61, 173, 176, 178, 194, 196, 199, 
208, 210–12, 252, 254–56, 268, 274, 310–11, 369, 
383–84, 395, 402, 441, 445, 460–61. 

O

Old Egyptian (language, orthography). 65, 66, 67, 68, 70, 
74, 85, 88, 89, 90, 101, 112–13, 116, 124, 126, 128, 
452, 458.

Old Kingdom. 2, 6, 15, 18, 23, 56, 105, 138, 147, 150, 
151, 169, 208, 214, 226, 230, 234, 282, 283, 460.

Opet (goddess). 139–42.
Orientation (also see “Direction”).
Orion. 230, 238, 239, 353.
Osiris (also see “Re-Osiris” and “Sokar-Osiris”), passim.
Osiris tomb. 19.
Osorkon II. 9–11, 27, 39, 45, 47, 50, 72, 76, 78, 87, 102, 

112, 201, 203, 205–7, 241–43, 416–17, 456–57, 461, 
464–66, 491–92.

Ouroboros. 200, 221–23, 313.
Oxyrhynchus, see “Fish, Oxyrhynchus.”

P

Padihorresnet. 9–11, 50–52, 247, 251–52, 274–76, 456–
57, 462, 464–66.

Padineith. 10–11, 13–14, 33, 49, 51–54, 72, ch. 5 passim, 
424, 432–33, 435, 456, 461, 464–66, 500–502, scene 
5 color plate (bottom). 

Pectoral. 9, 10, 148, 185, 186, 266, 462, 504.
Pedamenopet. 10, 11, 33, 39, 47, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 61, 

ch. 5 passim, 417, 420, 423, 424, 426, 430, 432, 435, 
456, 461, 464–66, 493–96, scene 5 color plate (top).

Perpetuum mobile. 56–57, 148, 151, 152, 461.
Persian period. 54, 61, 79.
Proclitic pronoun (sw sDm=f, etc.). 84, 88, 102, 105–11, 

127, 302, 359, 373, 424, 450, 458.
Ptolemaic period. 19, 61, 93, 95, 221, 233, 239, 283, 458, 

462.
Ptolemaic hieroglyphs, see “Script, Ptolemaic.”
Pyramid Texts, see Index of Egyptian texts cited.

R

Ramesses II. 16, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 34, 57, 178, 266.
Ramesses III. 4, 6, 8–12, 15–16, 23, 25, 32–36, 38–42, 

44, 50, 56, 59, 60–63, 70, 72, 75, 79, 94, 128, ch. 5 
passim, 310–11, 313–14, 447–51, 455, 456, 458, 460, 
464–66, 474–75.

Ramesses IV. 6–7, 10, 15–17, 25, 30, 36–37, 40, 42–43, 
45, 59, 60–62, 70, 75, 77–78, 90, ch. 5, passim, 315, 
447–51, 456, 464–66, 476.

Ramesses VI, passim.
Ramesses VII. 6–8, 10–11, 13, 15, 37, 42–44, 57–59, 66, 



568	 the ancient egyptian books of the earth

68, 73, 75, 79, 104, 117, 119, ch. 5 passim, 301, 383, 
449–50, 459–60, 464–66, 481–82.

Ramesses IX. 4, 8, 10–13, 15, 28, 37, 39, 43–45, 58, 59, 
66–68, 74, 76–80, 86, 90, 94, 102, 113, 119, 123, 
127, ch. 5 passim, 302, 306, 384, 389–91, 395–98, 
402–3, 437, 450, 457–58, 460–61, 464–66, 483–85, 
521, 535.

Re (also see “Re-Hor-Akhti,” “Re-Osiris,” and Index of 
Egyptian words, wsr.t Ra and tp Ra), passim.

Re-Hor-Akhti. 70, 276, 407.
Re-Osiris. 31, 75, 77, 129, 134, 138–39, 154, 161, 185, 

195, 223, 247, 249, 253, 255, 269–74, 322, 390, 427, 
445.

Roman period. 8, 59, 61, 63, 69, 134, 142, 201, 209, 233, 
245, 257, 279, 283, 455, 457, 462.

Rosetau. 188, 208.

S

Saite Period. 9–11, 29, 43, 49–50, 52, 54, 60–61, 68, 69, 
101–2, 116, 144, 148, 164, 168, 176, 195, 200, 224, 
227, 232, 253, 289, 295, 298–99, 450, 456, 461.

Saqqara. 2, 9–10, 47, 54–55, 67, 74, 129, 230, 236, 462, 
503.

Scarab (also see “Khepri” and “Scarab, ram-headed”). 49, 
71, 95, 122, 129, 134, 137, 142, 150, 153–54, 173, 
175–78, 191, 194, 197–98, 222–23, 234, 252, 254, 
276, 330, 406, 440, 459.

Scarab, ram-headed. 151–53, 186, 193–95.
Schlußbild, see “Concluding Representation.”
Script, Cryptographic. 11, 65–66, 68, 73, 74, 80, 86–89, 

91, 93–99, 113, 117, 172, 235, 301–7, 413.
Script, Hieratic. 4, 65–67, 69, 74–80, 85–86, 90, 94, 95–

97, 107, 111–12, 116–17, 120, 158, 167, 177, 182, 
186, 210, 222, 310, 315, 319, 324–25, 330–31, 333, 
336, 339, 343, 347, 353–54, 356, 358, 366–68, 370, 
372–74, 381, 384, 387, 392, 394, 396–99, 402, 404, 
412, 416, 424, 449, 458, 485–87, 521, 535.

Script, Ptolemaic. 70, 79, 87, 88, 91, 93, 95, 172, 334, 336, 
404, 458.

Selket. 238, 239.
Semen. 187, 199, 269.
Senwosret II. 3, 18, 19, 22, 154.
Senwosret III. 3, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 30, 138, 153, 154.
Seth. 147, 212, 222, 359.
Shrewmouse, see Index of Egyptian words, amam.
Shu. 148, 177–79, 199, 275–76, 349, 375, 426.
Sia. 136–37, 283, 319.
Siptah. 9, 34–35, 59–61, 253, 255, 265–66.
Sokar (also see “Sokar-Osiris”). 18, 19, 22, 23, 138, 153, 

188, 252, 296.
Sokar-Osiris. 20, 166.
Sons of Horus. 221, 230–32.
South, see “Direction, south.”
Stars, field of (ceiling motif ). 47–48, 55, 57.
Stars, general. 11, 15, 56, 73, 75, 141, 162, 179, 185–87, 

190, 195, 199–200, 224, 253, 270–71, 320, 364–65, 
384, 413.	

Stars, unwearying. 115, 406.
Sunshade (also see Index of Egyptian words, Sw.t, and Index 

of Coptic words, haibe). 68, 130, 159, 161, 165, 166, 
167, 168, 169, 195, 224, 225, 226, 227, 283, 383, 
390.

sw sDm=f, see “Proclitic Pronoun.”

T

Tanis. 9, 10, 27, 34, 45, 47, 263, 461, 491–92.
Tatenen. 5, 145, 147, 149, 197, 198, 286, 287, 370, 374.
Tawosret. 6, 9, 10, 12, 15, 32–36, 38, 40, 56, 59–60, ch. 5 

passim, 308, 455, 460, 464–66, 472–73.
Tefnut. 159–61, 176, 178, 199, 239, 275–76, 369, 446.
Thebes. 9, 19, 29, 32, 45, 52, 67, 84, 186, 263, 272, 461.
Thoth. 104, 133–34, 237, 239, 262, 292, 385.
Thutmose III. 4, 16, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, 102, 105, 124.
Tjahorpta. 10, 28, 39, 61, 63, 120, 135, 137, 224, 442–43, 

446–47, 456–57, 462, 464–66.
Tutankhamun. 4, 12, 15, 16, 22–24, 31, 66, 72, 129, 201, 

204, 223, 228, 231, 233, 263, 282–83, 285, 305, 307, 
403, 440, 457.

U

Underworld, see Index of Egyptian words, dA.t and dwA.t. 
Uraeus (also see Index of Egyptian words, jar.t). 137, 142, 

144–45, 166, 189–91, 211, 588.

W

Wand, see “Knife, apotropaic.”
Werethekau. 42, 43, 145.
West, see “Direction, west.”




