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This volume publishes for the first time approximately fifty Late period Egyptian 
texts from the Suzuki collection held at Tokai University, Japan. The project is the 
result of five-year collaboration between Tokai University, Yale University, Johns 
Hopkins University, the University of Michigan, and the Staatliche Museum zu 
Berlin. Professor Suzuki formed his collection in the early 1960s, when he was 
based in Cairo. The bulk of the collection, now housed in the Department of Asian 
Civilization, School of Letters at Tokai University as part of the Ancient Egyptian 
and Near Eastern Collection (AENET), consists of early demotic texts. There is also 
one Third Intermediate period hieratic text concerned with temple land, and a few 
small Greek fragments from the Byzantine period. The texts published here present 
an interesting range of document types and examples of demotic handwriting, and 
a few surprises. Among the more intriguing pieces are a fine word list and a new 
mythological narrative.
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Notations on Papyrus Structure

Sheet joins are indicated by the below notation:1

 
	

	

The dashed line indicates the sheet edge of the underlying sheet and the solid line marks the sheet edge of the 
upper sheet. The arrow indicates the direction of overlap. The identifications of the joins are the work of Myriam 
Krutzsch. 
E.g., 

1.  This follows the method developed by Myriam Krutzsch, see “Blattklebungen erkennen und dokumentieren,” in J. Graf and M. Krutzsch 
(eds.), Ägypten lesbar machen-die klassische Konservierung/Restaurierung von Papyri und neuere Verfahren. Beiträge des 1. Internationalen 
Workshops der Papyrusrestauratoren Leipzig, 7.–9. September 2006, APF Beiheft 24 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2008), 96; ibid. “Materialtechnische 
Beobachtungen während der Restaurierung,” in H.-W. Fischer-Elfert, Magika Hieratika in Berlin, Hannover, Heidelberg und München, ÄOP 
2 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2015), 29; and ibid. “Einzelblatt und Rolle,” in F. Feder, M. Fitzenreiter, G. Sperveslage (eds.), Gedenkschrift für Erika 
Endesfelder, forthcoming.
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Introduction

As the editors of the texts published in this volume, we have thought it fitting to offer a few words of introduction. 
We were pleased and intrigued when Prof. Kyoko Yamahana initially invited us in 2012 to study a collection of 
papyri at Tokai University. We had not, after all, been aware of any sizable group of Egyptian papyri in Japan. When 
we received the first images we were even more surprised when it turned out that the collection comprised mostly 
Demotic documents, among which were interspersed a few hieratic, Greek, and Book of the Dead fragments. To 
be sure, our joy was tempered by the condition of the texts. While several papyri were relatively complete, most 
were highly fragmentary or required conservation. The condition of the papyri rendered their study challenging. 
It is self-evident that the publication of such a collection is an exercise of triage. Some miniscule fragments in 
Demotic were judged beyond help and have been omitted from the catalogue. We also early on decided to exclude 
from this publication the extremely numerous tiny Book of the Dead fragments (from different manuscripts). 
Even among the pieces selected for publication, years of study have resulted in only a few joins. Nevertheless, de-
spite the fragmentary character of most of the material, we felt it appropriate to publish the collection as a whole in 
a book. First of all, there are some undeniably significant pieces in the Suzuki Collection. Even more importantly, 
Yamahana in particular recognized the value of the Suzuki Collection of papyri as a teaching tool and a wonderful 
means of promoting knowledge of ancient Egypt in Japan. She has already used the papyri as the basis for several 
popular exhibitions and workshops on ancient Egypt at Tokai University. As a unique Japanese cultural treasure, 
the Suzuki Collection thus deserves an independent monograph. We are ourselves deeply indebted to Yamahana 
for her energy and initiative in procuring the funds necessary to support this ambitious publication project. From 
the start she envisioned the project as being international in character, as a way of promoting intellectual exchange 
between scholars and students from different countries. We, the text editors, for our part, enlisted the aid of several 
advanced graduate students in our respective universities. The student participants in the project were Katherine 
Davis (Johns Hopkins University), François Gerardin (Yale University), and Andrew Hogan (Yale University). 
Through the generous support of Yamahana’s project we were all able to make repeated trips to Japan in order to 
study and collate the fragments at Tokai University. Jasnow was able to travel three times to Japan, Manning twice. 
At Tokai University we examined the fragments both individually and jointly in a seminar format. It has been a 
marvelous experience for us to collaborate with our Japanese colleagues and their students. As already implied 
above, one could not simply publish these fragments in their raw state. Papyrus fragments almost invariably re-
quire expert conservation before they can be properly deciphered and edited. There was, moreover, a bewildering 
abundance of smaller and larger pieces. Prof. Yamahana and her students had to devote hundreds of hours to 
the task of organizing, framing, labeling, and photographing the hundreds of individual fragments. Such work 
requires meticulous care and thought. To the great joy of the text editors, Yamahana also convinced two world-
class papyrus conservators to join the project, Myriam Krutzsch of the Berlin Museum and Leyla Lau-Lamb of 
the University of Michigan. Krutzsch made two visits to Tokai University. She both conserved fragments herself 
and conducted workshops at Tokai University where she instructed students in basic conservation techniques. 
Several Japanese students were even able to visit the Berlin Museum, where they had the opportunity to work with 
Krutzsch at the Papyrussammlung. Lau-Lamb did not travel to Japan herself, but hosted Tokai University students 
at Ann Arbor. Needless to say, we, the text editors, are deeply grateful to both Krutzsch and Lau-Lamb for their 
efforts on behalf of the papyri. Krutzsch’s numerous observations on the papyri have been incorporated into this 
volume. The technical comments in the catalogue and the indications of joins in the digital handcopies are based 
on the notes of Krutzsch. 
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xvi	 Introduction

We present here a catalogue of the Demotic and hieratic papyri. The three extremely fragmentary Greek pa-
pyri are collected in an appendix. As stated above, we have omitted in this publication the numerous often very 
tiny pieces of several different Book of the Dead manuscripts. We have, however, attempted transliterations, trans-
lations, and digital handcopies of even the most damaged Demotic and hieratic texts. While we have aspired to 
produce more than a mere descriptive “hand-list” of the fragments, we know that many questions of decipherment 
and interpretation remain. We invite our colleagues, particularly specialists in hieratic and early Demotic, to study 
the fragments in this catalogue. In all honesty, several of these texts have been truly frustrating to edit. Given the 
character of the Suzuki Collection, this must perhaps be expected. As Yamahana points out in her history of the 
project, we can say little if anything regarding the provenience of the fragments. One has the impression that Prof. 
Suzuki acquired them over several years of residence in Egypt during the 1950s and 1960s from various dealers 
in Aswan, Luxor, and Cairo. Nothing is known about which fragments may have been obtained as a group; there 
are no records on this point. A few texts do seem to belong together. It is, for example, notable that a fair number 
are early Demotic (e.g., P. Suzuki Collection 2–9, 10, 11, 12, 15). One wonders whether they derive originally from 
a small archive. There is remarkably little Greek and no Coptic. Suzuki seems to have had a decided preference 
for Demotic papyri. Very few of the fragments are from cartonage. The internal evidence does not really suffice, 
insofar as we can judge, to point simply to Tebtunis or Dime, for example, as the place of origin. The god Sobek 
occurs a number of times, but this is hardly diagnostic. We hope that the information provided in this catalogue 
will enable colleagues to explore more deeply the possible relationships among the papyri and connections with 
pieces in other collections. We have no way of knowing what the dealers of the time offered to Prof. Suzuki or what 
his personal goals were in forming his collection. He may have been satisfied with aquiring modest specimens of 
Late–period Egyptian cursive writings for his collection. The dealers presumably offered to him isolated fragments 
of contracts, accounts, letters, and lists. It is perhaps significant that there is only one Demotic literary or narra-
tive text, which comprises several joined fragments, in the Suzuki Collection (P. Suzuki Collection d 17). This is 
unfortunate, since that mythological composition is of considerable interest. Is it possible that the dealers sought 
other clients for such especially prized objects?

A word on the procedure followed in production of this catalogue is perhaps in order. Jasnow prepared the 
basic transliterations and translations of the fragments. This draft was then circulated among the group for their 
comments and corrections. These were then incorporated into the catalogue. Katherine Davis particularly worked 
on that difficult Third Intermediate period grain account (P. Suzuki Collection h 1), and produced the paleogra-
phy for that text. Davis also worked closely with Myriam Krutzsch at Tokai University, compiling a set of notes in 
English which summarized Krutzsch’s observations on the individual fragments. Joe Manning, Andrew Hogan, 
and François Gerardin focused on the Greek texts as well as the legal and historical aspects of the documents. 
Manning organized several working seminars at Yale, where the pieces were jointly read and discussed. Jasnow 
prepared the digital handcopies of the fragments on a WaCom tablet, in which endeavor he was much helped by 
Christina Di Cerbo. These are intended as aids to the reader and are not substitutes for the photographic images. 
Davis and Manning collaborated with Jasnow on the collation of these digital drawings against the originals at 
Tokai University. We present the texts in a broadly chronological order, but emphasize that the sequence is largely 
arbitrary. This is not surprising, we trust, given the disparate character of the fragments which, except for a few 
exceptions, cannot be firmly dated. 

The text editors close by expressing their profound gratitude to Prof. Yamahana. To her goes the credit of see-
ing the project through to a successful completion. She has been a wonderful colleague and host in Japan to the 
text editors and their students. We will not soon forget the experience of working at Tokai University. How often, 
after all, can one study Demotic papyri in the shadow of Mt. Fuji?

Richard Jasnow
J. G. Manning
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