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Introduction

In recent years, Demotic Studies has attracted a number of remarkable individuals who have brought about a vir-
tual renaissance, a whm-mswt, in our field. However, Mark Smith stands out even among this group. He enjoys, in-
deed, a special veneration among Egyptologists for the range and power of his scholarship. His books and articles,
distinguished by their impeccable style and clarity, possess an authority seldom rivaled in our field. He is certainly
one of the leaders in the famously diflicult study of Egyptian Religion. His many friends, close colleagues, and
former students present this Festschrift to him in grateful recognition of his profound contributions to Egyptology.

The basic facts of his career may be quickly recounted. Mark graduated with a BA in Near Eastern Studies in
the University of Chicago in 1973. He then entered the graduate program in Egyptian Philology in the Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Studies of the University of Chicago. There, at the Oriental Institute, he studied with such
professors as George Hughes, Edward Wente, Janet Johnson, and Klaus Baer. He worked particularly closely with
Prof. Hughes, for whom he has always had a special esteem. Born in Nebraska, Hughes embodied the positive
qualities associated with the Midwest. He was modest, thoughtful, hardworking, and helpful, never so happy as
when sitting quietly with a student contemplating a Demotic text. It is no surprise that Mark, himself raised
in Minnesota, was inspired by him. He obtained his PhD in 1979, presenting a Doctoral Thesis entitled: “The
Demotic Mortuary Texts of Papyrus Louvre E. 3452 During the later part of his residence (1977-1980) at the
Oriental Institute he joined the Demotic Dictionary Project, which had been brought back to life by Janet Johnson.
In 1980 he was appointed both Lady Wallis Budge Fellow and University Lecturer in Ancient Egyptian and Coptic
at Oxford. He was a Reader in Egyptology from 19962007 and then named Professor of Egyptology in 2007. His
present title is “Professor of Egyptology and Lady Wallis Budge Fellow of Egyptology.” He is currently serving as
Chair of the Faculty Board of Oriental Studies.

Mark has naturally been involved in numerous expeditions and projects through the years. His participation
on the Demotic Dictionary Project doubtless helped to lay the groundwork for his deep knowledge of the corpus
of Demotic texts. Already as a student he had the opportunity to be an Epigrapher at the Epigraphic Survey
of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (1976—1977). He thereby become acquainted first-hand
with the great temples and tombs in Luxor. A few years later Mark had the good fortune to work with that most
distinguished Epigrapher, Prof. Ricardo Caminos (Brown University), in the marvelous site of Gebel el-Silsila
(1981-1982; fig.1). They spent many hours copying the quarry graffiti, both certainly enjoying the remote beauty
of that isolated site. Mark admired the meticulous quality of Caminos's scholarship and his sensitive approach to
philology, particularly lexicography, as amply demonstrated by the masterful Late Egyptian Miscellanies. Among
his non-Demotic activities we may mention here his time as Acting Keeper of the Griffith Institute Archives and
Editor of the Topographical Bibliography (2011-2012). In this capacity he helped prepare for publication volume
8.4 of that fundamental Egyptological reference work.

The bibliography published in this volume amply documents Mark’s scholarly publications, we need not sys-
tematically describe here his numerous books and articles. We should, however, observe that Mark’s particular
interest, really from the very beginning of his academic career, has been religious, funerary, and mortuary texts.
This dedication to that very challenging corpus is the hallmark of his scholatly persona. While individual examples
of such texts, as the Rhind Papyrus, had, of course, been known almost from the beginning of Demotic Studies, it
is no exaggeration to state that Mark’s series of volumes, The Mortuary Texts of Papyrus BM 10507, The Liturgy of
Opening the Mouth for Breathing, and Papyrus Harkness (MMA 31.9.7), really opened up this whole field of study.

xvii



xviii Richard Jasnow and Ghislaine Widmer

The compositions that Mark published are among the
most elaborate and poetic preserved from ancient Egypt.
Mark, along with his colleagues working in other Demot-
ic subspecialties, forcefully made the case that Demotic,
far from being a rather boring byway of Egyptology, is a
field of immense richness, full of treasures waiting to be
discovered by assiduous researchers. Moreover, his com-
prehensive commentaries to the texts, which draw on a
vast range of textual and material evidence and sources,
have exploded the notion that one can study these texts
“in isolation,” as it were. He has thus inspired students
and colleagues to become well-rounded Egyptologists,
and not just “Demoticists.” Demotic cannot be separated
from the rest of Egyptology. Similarly, colleagues work-
ing in the earlier pharaonic periods no longer can safely
ignore the Late period. While most of his publications
might be characterized as “specialized,” his extensive col-
lection of translations and essays, Traversing Eternity, has
made this aspect of ancient Egypt more readily accessi-
ble to the wider circle of scholars and the general pub-
lic. Mark has always also had a deep interest in Coptic
Studies as well, as exemplified by his chapter on “Coptic
Literature 337-425" in the Cambridge Ancient History.

Indeed, his first published article in 1974 was an edition ~ Fig- 1. Mark with Ricardo Caminos preparing for the 1981
1982 epigraphic campaign at Gebel el-Silsila at Chicago
House. Photograph courtesy of the Epigraphic Survey of the
University of Chicago.

of a Coptic ostracon in Enchoria.

Editors of Festschriften are traditionally allowed the
privilege of adding a more personal note to their intro-
ductions. We would like in the following lines to take ad-
vantage of this editorial indulgence from our individual perspectives.

I (Richard) have counted myself fortunate to have known Mark since his time as a graduate student at the Ori-
ental Institute of the University of Chicago in the 1970s. Indeed, having entered the graduate program in 1977 as
an aspiring Demoticist myself, I soon heard of this “advanced” graduate student who was completing his disserta-
tion, even before I ever set eyes on him in the Oriental Institute Archives. I knew well from Prof. George Hughes,
Jan Johnson, and Edward Wente, just how brilliant a philologist he was. Thanks to Jan’s initiating the Demotic
Dictionary Project, I was later able to work with, or for, him, laboring away with colleagues such as Robert Ritner
in a small room at the end of the second-story hallway in the Oriental Institute, right next to the Hittite Dictionary.
Jan had asked us to transliterate and translate the core material to be utilized for the CDD. As one of his respon-
sibilities, Mark would read over and correct my hand-written transliterations and translations, which we prepared
on yellow-note pads in those precomputer days. I was, naturally, rather nervous as to what Mark might say of my
attempts at “working-up” these often difficult Demotic texts for carding. I need not have been. One could simply
not imagine a more encouraging and helpful colleague and mentor.

What I remember from those early Demotic Dictionary days was Mark’s sheer love of Demotic and delight in
puzzling out a crux. Mark was at that time going through such fundamental texts as the Archive of Hor or Parker’s
Omina. How often he would show us an interesting or unusual writing or discuss a challenging passage. Non-Egyp-
tologists would doubtless have been astonished, if not alarmed, to observe how we in the Demotic Dictionary
found the vagaries of Demotic script to be a continuous source of amusement and joy.



Introduction Xix

Many of the contributors to this volume later studied with Mark at Oxford, as did my co-editor, Ghislaine. I
suspect that their experience has been similar to mine. They doubtless felt as I did and do, that they were engaging
with someone who loved Demotic texts, and who especially appreciated the challenge of deciphering and explain-
ing clearly their meaning,

When Mark was working with Ricardo Caminos recording those Demotic graffiti in Gebel Silsila in 1981, I
was a member of the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor. Mark and Caminos came by one day for a vist to Chicago House.
I shall never forget how we sat on a bench talking enthusiastically about graffiti, all those unrecorded inscriptions
waiting to be copied. Demoticists will be aware of the almost incredible number of beautiful Demotic graffiti from
Gebel Silsila. On that bench before the Chicago House Library Mark described to me the impressive Demotic
inscriptions at the site, Spreading his hands widely, he exclaimed: “the ayins were that large!” The emotion might be
compared to that of a young palaeontologist roaming a rich fossil site in the Montana deadlands.

The reader should not have the impression, however, that Mark is fixated merely on Egyptology. Those who
know Mark are aware that he has many interests outside of our field. He is passionate about American Baseball,
his beloved team being the Boston Red Sox. I recall with pleasure when, having come to Johns Hopkins University
to deliver the annual William Foxwell Albright Lecture sponsored by the Department of Near Eastern Studies,
my colleague, Betsy Bryan, arranged for tickets for the three of us to a game between the Baltimore Orioles (our
home team) and the Boston Red Sox. She had obtained spectacular seats, so that one could observe the players
close up. I suspect that Mark enjoyed this outing about as much as a good Demotic religious text. On his visits
back to America with Annette, Mark has always tried to make the pilgrimage to Fenway Park in Boston, where the
Red Sox play, to see a game. During one visit Mark was able to meet personally Johnny Pesky, a famous Red Sox
player of the 1940s and '50s (a teammate of the legendary Ted Williams). Since I suspect most Demoticists are
Europeans who may not have studied baseball history, I would explain the significance of Mark's meeting Pesky by
equating it with what we might feel coming face-to-face with F. L1. Griflith. In the Demotic Dictionary Office Mark
and I sometimes speculated that it would be nice to have “Demotic” cards much like the “Baseball” cards collected
by fans of that sport. Baseball cards contain pictures of the players together with the important statistics of the
athlete’s career, i.e.,, how many“home runs” (that is like football goals) the player has hit. In our“Demotic” cards one
might have a picture, for example, of Wilhelm Spiegelberg, together with the high percentage of correct or amazing
readings which he/she had made. Certainly there would be other interesting statistics which one might add about
professional Demoticists. The details still have to be worked out....

Mark has a deep love of music of various genres. Classically, he enjoys Handel and Wagner, for example, but
is particularly a fan of early opera recordings, as exemplified by such great singers as Rosa Poncelle. Mark is also
fond of eatly Jazz, his taste ranging from the foundational figures of King Oliver and Jelly Roll Morton through
Miles Davis. Among more contemporary Jazz artists he loves Sun Ra, most fitting for an Egyptologist. Early blues,
as represented by such greats as Howlin Wolf, is another of his passions. His Egyptological writings have, at least
once, revealed his interest in American blues. In Mark's review of the Heinz-Josef Thissen’s edition of Harfner, he
quotes the great African-American musician Son House's use of the expression “to raise sand,” when discussing
Thissen’s restoration “to raise up/scatter sand” in the Demotic text. How often has Son House appeared in The
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology?

Mark plays music himself. He is a devotee of the tuba. When he won the Mark Perry Galler Prize at the Uni-
versity of Chicago for the best dissertation of 1979, he used part of his winnings to purchase a seat for his tuba on
the flight to England when he took up his position at Oxford. We have heard, from several reliable sources, that
back in Chicago he would occasionally practice his tuba on the roof of his apartment house. It was Mark who clued
me in to the marvelous tuba concerto of Ralph Vaughan Williams, which I gladly added to my own CD collection.

* % %



XX Richard Jasnow and Ghislaine Widmer

Ma (Ghislaine) premiére image de Mark
(sans écriture non étymologique ici !) est une
photographie prise de dos 4 Pise en 1993, lors
du cinquiéme Congrés international des études
démotiques. Clest ainsi que jai fait la connais-
sance de celui qui allait m'initier A cette cursive,
me diriger et me conseiller pendant plus de dix
ans, depuis le Master of Philosophy jusqu la
thése de doctorat et encore, par la suite.

Des deux années de cours que j’ai suivis avec
Mark (de 1993 4 1995), souvent en comité trés
réduit, j’ai le souvenir d'un enseignant attentif 2
ses étudiants, bienveillant et disponible, ayant
toujours soin de souligner le caractére posi-
tif dune réponse, méme si celle-ci était... “not
quite correct. La personnalité scientifique et
humaine de Mark mont donné envie de pour-
suivre mon cursus en démotique avec lui, malgré
les difficultés que jéprouvais alors & me sentir
‘oxonienne”. Mark a accepté détre le directeur
scientifique d'une thése genevoise, que jai menée
en parallele avec lassistanat, et ma consacré de
nombreuses heures, tant lors de mes séjours 2
Oxford qu? travers une correspondance épis-
tolaire trés fournie (je parle d'un temps sans
messagerie électronique !). Je reconnaissais au
f’),rer'mer co/up ,C\loell’ dans ma boite aux lettr,es, Fig. 2. Mark Smith dans le temple dAmon 4 Siwa en 2013
lécriture réguli¢re de Mark et, en papyrophile,
jai gardé précieusement ces ‘reliques” smith-
iennes qui pourraient, comme je lavais dit en
plaisantant lors d'un Symposium & Heidelberg, prendre un jour de la valeur sur le marché des antiquités. Mark m’a
appris A réfreiner mon impatience de débutante, moctroyant toujours des conseils fort judicieux. Ses encouragements
et son soutien permanent, qu'il sagisse de mes premiers articles ou communications (je me rappelle de sa présence at-
tentive, au premier rang de la grande salle du Service des Antiquités, lors du sixiéme Congrés international des études
démotiques du Caire), ou qu'il sagisse de lettres de recommandation jusqui la révision toute récente du manuscrit de
ma thése de doctorat, ont été pour moi essentiels dans la réalisation de ma carriére.

Tant que jétais son étudiante, Mark est resté trés réservé, ne laissant paraitre que quelques bribes de ses
intéréts non égyptologiques, comme le tuba auquel il faisait parfois allusion durant les cours et, plus générale-
ment, la musique, qui a toujours occupé une place importante dans sa vie. Ce nest pourtant que le jour de
ma soutenance de doctorat que jai appris que Mark avait profité de ce passage en Suisse pour assister & une
représentation d'Eugéne Onéguine au Grand Théitre de Genéve.

Au fur et 3 mesure des années, jai appris & mieux connaitre Mark et j'ai rencontré Annette, son épouse, dont les
passions sont tout aussi nombreuses. J'ai beaucoup entendu parler de leurs trois chats, Flint, Cleo (en hommage
au chanteur de blues Cleo Gibson et non 1 la reine macédonienne !) et Senta, mais également de dinosaures et de
baleines auxquels Mark aime & consacrer une partie de son temps libre, chez lui, & Condicote, ou lors de ses dé-
placements professionnels : combien de fois na-t-il évoqué tel ou tel musée d'Histoire Naturelle, & Berlin, Boston
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ou Paris, qu'il avait visité 4 loccasion d'un colloque ou d'une soutenance de thése ? Profitant d'une invitation en
Bohéme, il a recherché les traces de sa famille et la maison ol avaient vécu ses aieux. Et cest avec cette méme déter-
mination qu'il 2 modifié le programme de ses voyages guidés en Egypte pour visiter quelques sites qui lui tenaient
particuliérement A cceur.

Enfin, étant moi-méme grande amatrice des“salles obscures’, je ne pourrai passer sous silence la passion de Mark
pour le cinéma muet, en particulier pour les films dépouvante des années 1920. Je me souviens de lenthousiasme
avec lequel il ma parlé des projections 2 la cinémathéque ou au Musée d’Orsay qui ont parsémé son séjour parisien
en tant que directeur d'études invité 3 'EPHE, son grand regret étant d'avoir manqué de quelques jours la présen-
tation de La chute de la maison Usher.

Mark est un homme qu'il faut prendre le temps de connaitre. Pour emprunter le titre d'un autre film de Jean
Epstein, je dirais qu'il est une “glace 4 trois faces”. Sérieux et exigeant avec les autres, mais surtout avec lui-méme,
il impressionne ceux qui l'approchent par l'acuité de ses connaissances de notre discipline ; sa fagon de patler, &
la fois tranquille et déterminée, énoncant ses observations avec une logique implacable, emporte alors 'adhésion.
Mais cest aussi, comme Richard et moi I'avons rappelé, un homme aux multiples passions, qu'il vit pleinement et
sans arriéres-pensées, qu'il sagisse de baseball, de musique, de films muets ou d'animaux de grande et petite tailles.
La troisiéme face de Mark, que jai découverte au fil des années, est celle dun homme qui aime plaisanter sur les
incohérences du monde extérieur, comme sur lui-méme. Avec une approche toujours scientifique, Mark joue volon-
tiers avec les idées précongues jusqui les faire paraitre absurdes, déconstruisant ainsi certaines évidences. N'a-t-il
pas écrit (sérieusement) au sujet du Eleventh International Congress of Demotic Studies qu'il a organisé & Oxford en
2011, dans Hallmark, le journal local de son village des Cotswolds ot nous avons été somptueusement recus : « De-
motists from all over the world attended, at least one from every continent on earth except Antarctica » ? Evoquant
cette méme excursion « on a warm, sunny day with hardly a cloud in the sky », il me signalait, dans un message
électronique, que ce jour-13, le 1** septembre 2011, le pourcentage de personnes sachant lire le démotique était plus
important 3 Condicote qu Thébes au 1 siécle avant notre ére ou A Tebtynis trois siécles plus tard !

In addition to the Oxford contributions to the essays, Richard Parkinson has asked that we express warmest
congratulations from the Egyptological and collegiate community there past and present, including, from among
the teaching staff, John Baines, Elizabeth Frood, Leire Olabarria, Luigi Prada, Gesa Schenke, Robert Simpson,
Andreas Winkler; from the Ashmolean Museum, Liam McNamara and Helen Whitehouse; from the Griffith In-
stitute, Francisco Bosche-Puche, Elizabeth Fleming, Alison Hobby, Diana Magee, Jaromir Malek, and Cat Warsi;
from the Sackler Library, Diane Bergman; and also from the Master and Fellows of University College, Oxford. All

join together in wishing Mark the very best now and in the future.

Richard Jasnow
Ghislaine Widmer

Given MarK’s interests, the editors had originally envisioned a Festschrift with a thematic unity, focussing on un-
published religious and literary texts from the Late period. We also made the more difficult decision to restrict the
contributors to those who had studied with Mark at Oxford or had worked closely with him. However, habent sua
fata libelli or, in the original Demotic, n3 dm®w wn mtw=w p3y=w §y h=w. Over the years the book expanded be-
yond those admittedly unrealistic (and naive) restrictions. Some authors quite naturally chose to study previously
published texts, hieroglyphic or Greek inscriptions, as well as economic documents or questions of grammar. As
the project continued, we also became keenly aware that there are other friends, colleagues, and admirers of Mark
whom we might have asked to contribute. The Jubilee’s stature is such that most Egyptologists would have been
happy to submit an article, thus doubling or tripling the size of the present volume. May those saddened that they
were not asked to contribute have pity upon the poor editors and forgive them their transgressions!
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