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Introduction

In recent years, Demotic Studies has attracted a number of remarkable individuals who have brought about a vir-
tual renaissance, a wHm-mswt, in our field. However, Mark Smith stands out even among this group. He enjoys, in-
deed, a special veneration among Egyptologists for the range and power of his scholarship. His books and articles, 
distinguished by their impeccable style and clarity, possess an authority seldom rivaled in our field. He is certainly 
one of the leaders in the famously difficult study of Egyptian Religion. His many friends, close colleagues, and 
former students present this Festschrift to him in grateful recognition of his profound contributions to Egyptology. 

The basic facts of his career may be quickly recounted. Mark graduated with a BA in Near Eastern Studies in 
the University of Chicago in 1973. He then entered the graduate program in Egyptian Philology in the Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Studies of the University of Chicago. There, at the Oriental Institute, he studied with such 
professors as George Hughes, Edward Wente, Janet Johnson, and Klaus Baer. He worked particularly closely with 
Prof. Hughes, for whom he has always had a special esteem. Born in Nebraska, Hughes embodied the positive 
qualities associated with the Midwest. He was modest, thoughtful, hardworking, and helpful, never so happy as 
when sitting quietly with a student contemplating a Demotic text. It is no surprise that Mark, himself raised 
in Minnesota, was inspired by him. He obtained his PhD in 1979, presenting a Doctoral Thesis entitled: “The  
Demotic Mortuary Texts of Papyrus Louvre E. 3452.” During the later part of his residence (1977–1980) at the 
Oriental Institute he joined the Demotic Dictionary Project, which had been brought back to life by Janet Johnson. 
In 1980 he was appointed both Lady Wallis Budge Fellow and University Lecturer in Ancient Egyptian and Coptic 
at Oxford. He was a Reader in Egyptology from 1996–2007 and then named Professor of Egyptology in 2007. His 
present title is “Professor of Egyptology and Lady Wallis Budge Fellow of Egyptology.” He is currently serving as 
Chair of the Faculty Board of Oriental Studies.

Mark has naturally been involved in numerous expeditions and projects through the years. His participation 
on the Demotic Dictionary Project doubtless helped to lay the groundwork for his deep knowledge of the corpus 
of Demotic texts. Already as a student he had the opportunity to be an Epigrapher at the Epigraphic Survey 
of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (1976–1977). He thereby become acquainted first-hand 
with the great temples and tombs in Luxor. A few years later Mark had the good fortune to work with that most 
distinguished Epigrapher, Prof. Ricardo Caminos (Brown University), in the marvelous site of Gebel el-Silsila 
(1981–1982; fig.1). They spent many hours copying the quarry graffiti, both certainly enjoying the remote beauty 
of that isolated site. Mark admired the meticulous quality of Caminos’s scholarship and his sensitive approach to 
philology, particularly lexicography, as amply demonstrated by the masterful Late Egyptian Miscellanies. Among 
his non-Demotic activities we may mention here his time as Acting Keeper of the Griffith Institute Archives and 
Editor of the Topographical Bibliography (2011–2012). In this capacity he helped prepare for publication volume 
8.4 of that fundamental Egyptological reference work. 

The bibliography published in this volume amply documents Mark’s scholarly publications, we need not sys-
tematically describe here his numerous books and articles. We should, however, observe that Mark’s particular 
interest, really from the very beginning of his academic career, has been religious, funerary, and mortuary texts. 
This dedication to that very challenging corpus is the hallmark of his scholarly persona. While individual examples 
of such texts, as the Rhind Papyrus, had, of course, been known almost from the beginning of Demotic Studies, it 
is no exaggeration to state that Mark’s series of volumes, The Mortuary Texts of Papyrus BM 10507, The Liturgy of 
Opening the Mouth for Breathing, and Papyrus Harkness (MMA 31.9.7), really opened up this whole field of study. 
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The compositions that Mark published are among the 
most elaborate and poetic preserved from ancient Egypt. 
Mark, along with his colleagues working in other Demot-
ic subspecialties, forcefully made the case that Demotic, 
far from being a rather boring byway of Egyptology, is a 
field of immense richness, full of treasures waiting to be 
discovered by assiduous researchers. Moreover, his com-
prehensive commentaries to the texts, which draw on a 
vast range of textual and material evidence and sources, 
have exploded the notion that one can study these texts 
“in isolation,” as it were. He has thus inspired students 
and colleagues to become well-rounded Egyptologists, 
and not just “Demoticists.” Demotic cannot be separated 
from the rest of Egyptology. Similarly, colleagues work-
ing in the earlier pharaonic periods no longer can safely 
ignore the Late period. While most of his publications 
might be characterized as “specialized,” his extensive col-
lection of translations and essays, Traversing Eternity, has 
made this aspect of ancient Egypt more readily accessi-
ble to the wider circle of scholars and the general pub-
lic. Mark has always also had a deep interest in Coptic 
Studies as well, as exemplified by his chapter on “Coptic 
Literature 337–425” in the Cambridge Ancient History. 
Indeed, his first published article in 1974 was an edition 
of a Coptic ostracon in Enchoria. 

Editors of Festschriften are traditionally allowed the 
privilege of adding a more personal note to their intro-
ductions. We would like in the following lines to take ad-
vantage of this editorial indulgence from our individual perspectives. 

I (Richard) have counted myself fortunate to have known Mark since his time as a graduate student at the Ori-
ental Institute of the University of Chicago in the 1970s. Indeed, having entered the graduate program in 1977 as 
an aspiring Demoticist myself, I soon heard of this “advanced” graduate student who was completing his disserta-
tion, even before I ever set eyes on him in the Oriental Institute Archives. I knew well from Prof. George Hughes, 
Jan Johnson, and Edward Wente, just how brilliant a philologist he was. Thanks to Jan’s initiating the Demotic 
Dictionary Project, I was later able to work with, or for, him, laboring away with colleagues such as Robert Ritner 
in a small room at the end of the second-story hallway in the Oriental Institute, right next to the Hittite Dictionary. 
Jan had asked us to transliterate and translate the core material to be utilized for the CDD. As one of his respon-
sibilities, Mark would read over and correct my hand-written transliterations and translations, which we prepared 
on yellow-note pads in those precomputer days. I was, naturally, rather nervous as to what Mark might say of my 
attempts at “working-up” these often difficult Demotic texts for carding. I need not have been. One could simply 
not imagine a more encouraging and helpful colleague and mentor. 

What I remember from those early Demotic Dictionary days was Mark’s sheer love of Demotic and delight in 
puzzling out a crux. Mark was at that time going through such fundamental texts as the Archive of Hor or Parker’s 
Omina. How often he would show us an interesting or unusual writing or discuss a challenging passage. Non-Egyp-
tologists would doubtless have been astonished, if not alarmed, to observe how we in the Demotic Dictionary 
found the vagaries of Demotic script to be a continuous source of amusement and joy. 

Fig. 1. Mark with Ricardo Caminos preparing for the 1981–
1982 epigraphic campaign at Gebel el-Silsila at Chicago 
House. Photograph courtesy of the Epigraphic Survey of the 
University of Chicago. 
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Many of the contributors to this volume later studied with Mark at Oxford, as did my co-editor, Ghislaine. I 
suspect that their experience has been similar to mine. They doubtless felt as I did and do, that they were engaging 
with someone who loved Demotic texts, and who especially appreciated the challenge of deciphering and explain-
ing clearly their meaning. 

When Mark was working with Ricardo Caminos recording those Demotic graffiti in Gebel Silsila in 1981, I 
was a member of the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor. Mark and Caminos came by one day for a vist to Chicago House. 
I shall never forget how we sat on a bench talking enthusiastically about graffiti, all those unrecorded inscriptions 
waiting to be copied. Demoticists will be aware of the almost incredible number of beautiful Demotic graffiti from 
Gebel Silsila. On that bench before the Chicago House Library Mark described to me the impressive Demotic 
inscriptions at the site. Spreading his hands widely, he exclaimed: “the ayins were that large!” The emotion might be 
compared to that of a young palaeontologist roaming a rich fossil site in the Montana deadlands.

The reader should not have the impression, however, that Mark is fixated merely on Egyptology. Those who 
know Mark are aware that he has many interests outside of our field. He is passionate about American Baseball, 
his beloved team being the Boston Red Sox. I recall with pleasure when, having come to Johns Hopkins University 
to deliver the annual William Foxwell Albright Lecture sponsored by the Department of Near Eastern Studies, 
my colleague, Betsy Bryan, arranged for tickets for the three of us to a game between the Baltimore Orioles (our 
home team) and the Boston Red Sox. She had obtained spectacular seats, so that one could observe the players 
close up. I suspect that Mark enjoyed this outing about as much as a good Demotic religious text. On his visits 
back to America with Annette, Mark has always tried to make the pilgrimage to Fenway Park in Boston, where the 
Red Sox play, to see a game. During one visit Mark was able to meet personally Johnny Pesky, a famous Red Sox 
player of the 1940s and ’50s (a teammate of the legendary Ted Williams). Since I suspect most Demoticists are 
Europeans who may not have studied baseball history, I would explain the significance of Mark’s meeting Pesky by 
equating it with what we might feel coming face-to-face with F. Ll. Griffith. In the Demotic Dictionary Office Mark 
and I sometimes speculated that it would be nice to have “Demotic” cards much like the “Baseball” cards collected 
by fans of that sport. Baseball cards contain pictures of the players together with the important statistics of the 
athlete’s career, i.e., how many “home runs” (that is like football goals) the player has hit. In our “Demotic” cards one 
might have a picture, for example, of Wilhelm Spiegelberg, together with the high percentage of correct or amazing 
readings which he/she had made. Certainly there would be other interesting statistics which one might add about 
professional Demoticists. The details still have to be worked out….

Mark has a deep love of music of various genres. Classically, he enjoys Handel and Wagner, for example, but 
is particularly a fan of early opera recordings, as exemplified by such great singers as Rosa Poncelle. Mark is also 
fond of early Jazz, his taste ranging from the foundational figures of King Oliver and Jelly Roll Morton through 
Miles Davis. Among more contemporary Jazz artists he loves Sun Ra, most fitting for an Egyptologist. Early blues, 
as represented by such greats as Howlin Wolf, is another of his passions. His Egyptological writings have, at least 
once, revealed his interest in American blues. In Mark’s review of the Heinz-Josef Thissen’s edition of Harfner, he 
quotes the great African-American musician Son House’s use of the expression “to raise sand,” when discussing 
Thissen’s restoration “to raise up/scatter sand” in the Demotic text. How often has Son House appeared in The 
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology? 

Mark plays music himself. He is a devotee of the tuba. When he won the Mark Perry Galler Prize at the Uni-
versity of Chicago for the best dissertation of 1979, he used part of his winnings to purchase a seat for his tuba on 
the flight to England when he took up his position at Oxford. We have heard, from several reliable sources, that 
back in Chicago he would occasionally practice his tuba on the roof of his apartment house. It was Mark who clued 
me in to the marvelous tuba concerto of Ralph Vaughan Williams, which I gladly added to my own CD collection.

* * *



xx Richard Jasnow and Ghislaine Widmer

Ma (Ghislaine) première image de Mark 
(sans écriture non étymologique ici  !) est une 
photographie prise de dos à Pise en 1993, lors 
du cinquième Congrès international des études 
démotiques. C’est ainsi que j’ai fait la connais-
sance de celui qui allait m’initier à cette cursive, 
me diriger et me conseiller pendant plus de dix 
ans, depuis le Master of Philosophy jusqu’à la 
thèse de doctorat et encore, par la suite.

Des deux années de cours que j’ai suivis avec 
Mark (de 1993 à 1995), souvent en comité très 
réduit, j’ai le souvenir d’un enseignant attentif à 
ses étudiants, bienveillant et disponible, ayant 
toujours soin de souligner le caractère posi-
tif d’une réponse, même si celle-ci était… “not 
quite correct”. La personnalité scientifique et 
humaine de Mark m’ont donné envie de pour-
suivre mon cursus en démotique avec lui, malgré 
les difficultés que j’éprouvais alors à me sentir 
“oxonienne”. Mark a accepté d’être le directeur 
scientifique d’une thèse genevoise, que j’ai menée 
en parallèle avec l’assistanat, et m’a consacré de 
nombreuses heures, tant lors de mes séjours à 
Oxford qu’à travers une correspondance épis-
tolaire très fournie (je parle d’un temps sans 
messagerie électronique  !). Je reconnaissais au 
premier coup d’œil, dans ma boîte aux lettres, 
l’écriture régulière de Mark et, en papyrophile, 
j’ai gardé précieusement ces “reliques” smith-
iennes qui pourraient, comme je l’avais dit en 
plaisantant lors d’un Symposium à Heidelberg, prendre un jour de la valeur sur le marché des antiquités. Mark m’a 
appris à réfreiner mon impatience de débutante, m’octroyant toujours des conseils fort judi cieux. Ses encouragements 
et son soutien permanent, qu’il s’agisse de mes premiers articles ou communications (je me rappelle de sa présence at-
tentive, au premier rang de la grande salle du Service des Antiquités, lors du sixième Congrès international des études 
démotiques du Caire), ou qu’il s’agisse de lettres de recommandation jusqu’à la révision toute récente du manuscrit de 
ma thèse de doctorat, ont été pour moi essentiels dans la réalisation de ma carrière. 

Tant que j’étais son étudiante, Mark est resté très réservé, ne laissant paraître que quelques bribes de ses 
intérêts non égyptologiques, comme le tuba auquel il faisait parfois allusion durant les cours et, plus générale-
ment, la musique, qui a toujours occupé une place importante dans sa vie. Ce n’est pourtant que le jour de 
ma soutenance de doctorat que j’ai appris que Mark avait profité de ce passage en Suisse pour assister à une 
représentation d’Eugène Onéguine au Grand Théâtre de Genève.

Au fur et à mesure des années, j’ai appris à mieux connaître Mark et j’ai rencontré Annette, son épouse, dont les 
passions sont tout aussi nombreuses. J’ai beaucoup entendu parler de leurs trois chats, Flint, Cleo (en hommage 
au chanteur de blues Cleo Gibson et non à la reine macédonienne !) et Senta, mais également de dinosaures et de 
baleines auxquels Mark aime à consacrer une partie de son temps libre, chez lui, à Condicote, ou lors de ses dé-
placements professionnels : combien de fois n’a-t-il évoqué tel ou tel musée d’Histoire Naturelle, à Berlin, Boston 

Fig. 2. Mark Smith dans le temple d’Amon à Siwa en 2013
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ou Paris, qu’il avait visité à l’occasion d’un colloque ou d’une soutenance de thèse ? Profitant d’une invitation en 
Bohême, il a recherché les traces de sa famille et la maison où avaient vécu ses aïeux. Et c’est avec cette même déter-
mination qu’il a modifié le programme de ses voyages guidés en Égypte pour visiter quelques sites qui lui tenaient 
particulièrement à cœur. 

Enfin, étant moi-même grande amatrice des “salles obscures”, je ne pourrai passer sous silence la passion de Mark 
pour le cinéma muet, en particulier pour les films d’épouvante des années 1920. Je me souviens de l’enthousiasme 
avec lequel il m’a parlé des projections à la cinémathèque ou au Musée d’Orsay qui ont parsémé son séjour parisien 
en tant que directeur d’études invité à l’EPHE, son grand regret étant d’avoir manqué de quelques jours la présen-
tation de La chute de la maison Usher. 

Mark est un homme qu’il faut prendre le temps de connaître. Pour emprunter le titre d’un autre film de Jean 
Epstein, je dirais qu’il est une “glace à trois faces”. Sérieux et exigeant avec les autres, mais surtout avec lui-même, 
il impressionne ceux qui l’approchent par l’acuité de ses connaissances de notre discipline ; sa façon de parler, à 
la fois tranquille et déterminée, énonçant ses observations avec une logique implacable, emporte alors l’adhésion. 
Mais c’est aussi, comme Richard et moi l’avons rappelé, un homme aux multiples passions, qu’il vit pleinement et 
sans arrières-pensées, qu’il s’agisse de baseball, de musique, de films muets ou d’animaux de grande et petite tailles. 
La troisième face de Mark, que j’ai découverte au fil des années, est celle d’un homme qui aime plaisanter sur les 
incohérences du monde extérieur, comme sur lui-même. Avec une approche toujours scientifique, Mark joue volon-
tiers avec les idées préconçues jusqu’à les faire paraître absurdes, déconstruisant ainsi certaines évidences. N’a-t-il 
pas écrit (sérieusement) au sujet du Eleventh International Congress of Demotic Studies qu’il a organisé à Oxford en 
2011, dans Hallmark, le journal local de son village des Cotswolds où nous avons été somptueusement reçus : « De-
motists from all over the world attended, at least one from every continent on earth except Antarctica » ? Évoquant 
cette même excursion « on a warm, sunny day with hardly a cloud in the sky », il me signalait, dans un message 
électronique, que ce jour-là, le 1er septembre 2011, le pourcentage de personnes sachant lire le démotique était plus 
important à Condicote qu’à Thèbes au 1er siècle avant notre ère ou à Tebtynis trois siècles plus tard !

In addition to the Oxford contributions to the essays, Richard Parkinson has asked that we express warmest 
congratulations from the Egyptological and collegiate community there past and present, including, from among 
the teaching staff, John Baines, Elizabeth Frood, Leire Olabarria, Luigi Prada, Gesa Schenke, Robert Simpson, 
Andreas Winkler; from the Ashmolean Museum, Liam McNamara and Helen Whitehouse; from the Griffith In-
stitute, Francisco Bosche-Puche, Elizabeth Fleming, Alison Hobby, Diana Magee, Jaromir Malek, and Cat Warsi; 
from the Sackler Library, Diane Bergman; and also from the Master and Fellows of University College, Oxford. All 
join together in wishing Mark the very best now and in the future.

Richard Jasnow
Ghislaine Widmer

Given Mark’s interests, the editors had originally envisioned a Festschrift with a thematic unity, focussing on un-
published religious and literary texts from the Late period. We also made the more difficult decision to restrict the 
contributors to those who had studied with Mark at Oxford or had worked closely with him. However, habent sua 
fata libelli or, in the original Demotic, nA Dma.w wn mtw=w pAy=w Sy Ha=w. Over the years the book expanded be-
yond those admittedly unrealistic (and naïve) restrictions. Some authors quite naturally chose to study previously 
published texts, hieroglyphic or Greek inscriptions, as well as economic documents or questions of grammar. As 
the project continued, we also became keenly aware that there are other friends, colleagues, and admirers of Mark 
whom we might have asked to contribute.The Jubilee’s stature is such that most Egyptologists would have been 
happy to submit an article, thus doubling or tripling the size of the present volume. May those saddened that they 
were not asked to contribute have pity upon the poor editors and forgive them their transgressions! 
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Abbreviations

GENERAL

Abb.  Abbildung 
Abt.  Abteilung 
AD  Anno Domini 
ÄS  ägyptische Sammlung
adj.  adjectif
adv.  adverbe
AF  Abbreviation followed by an inventory number employed in the designation of objects in the Louvre 

Museum
Anm.  Anmerkung 
apr.  après
AR  Altes Reich
art.  article
av.  avant
BAAM  Bibliotheca Alexandrina. The Archaeology Museum.
BC  Before Christ
BCE  Before Common Era
Bd.  Band 
BD  Book of the Dead
Bibl. nat.  Bibliothèque nationale, Paris. See also BN
BM  British Museum, London
BN Bibliothèque nationale, Paris
Bodl.  Bodleian Library
BP  Before Present
bzw.         beziehungsweise 
ca.  circa, approximately
Cat. Catalogue 
CE  Common Era 
CEROR  Centre d’études et de recherches sur l’Occident romain
cf.  confer, compare 
CG Catalogue Général 
CLES Corpus of Late Egyptian Sculpture (The Brooklyn Museum) 
cm(s)  centimeter(s)
CNI  Carsten Niebuhr Institute, Copenhagen 
col(s).  column(s)
contemp.  contemporary with 
CT  Coffin Texts 
CtYBR = Yale University Research Libraries Information Network’s designation for the Beinecke Rare Book 

and Manuscript Library
DAE  Département des Antiquités égyptiennes (Louvre)
déf. défini
DelM  Deir el-Medina 
Dem Demotic
ders.         derselbe 
d.h.  das heißt
dies.         dieselbe 
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diss. dissertation
DPhil  Doctor of Philosophy 
DN  Divine Name 
Dyn.  Dynasty 
ead.  eadem (same author [feminine])
ed.  edition
ed(s.)  editor(s)
EEF  Egypt Exploration Fund
EES  Egypt Exporation Society 
e.g.  exempli gratia, for example
esp.  especially
et al. et alii, and others 
etc.  et cetera and so forth 
ex(x).  example(s) 
f.  féminin
Fasc. Supplet. Fasciculi Suppletorii, additional fascicles
ff.  following
fig(s). figure(s).
Flo  Florence 
Fn.   Fußnote
frag(s). fragment(s)
Fs.  Festschrift 
GEM  Grand Egyptian Museum
ggf.  gegebenenfalls 
Gl  Glyptothek/Glyptotek 
GN  Geographical Name 
Griff.  Griffith (Institute) 
Hg(g.)  Herausgeber (singular and plural)
ht.  height
i.  intransitif
IANES  Institut für die Kulturen des Alten Orients
ibid.  ibidem, in the same place
IFAO  Institut Français d’Archéologie Orientale du Caire
imp.  impératif
indéf.  indéfini
ined.  ineditus, unpublished 
i.S.v.  im Sinne von
insbes.  insbesondere
inv.  inventory 
J.-C.  Jésus-Christ
JE  =JdE = Journal d’Entrée, Cairo Museum
Kol.  Kolumne 
km  kilometer 
KV  Valley of the Kings
l.  line 
LdM  Livre des Morts
lit.  literally 
loc. cit. loco citato, in the place already cited 
Lond.  London 
m  masculine 
m  meter
max.  maximum 
m.E.  meines Erachtens
MFA  Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
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Mich.  Michigan 
MMA  Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
MME  Medelhavsmuseet designation numbers
MRAH  Musées royaux d’Art ed d’Histoire de Bruxelles
MS  Manuscript
n. note
NK  New Kingdom
nn  nomen nescio, name unknown 
o(s).  number(s)
Nr.  Nummer
NYHS  New York Historical Society
o.  ostracon
O.I.  Oriental Institute, Chicago
OIM  Oriental Institute Museum, Chicago
Ostr.  ostracon
Ox.  Oxford 
Oxy.  Oxyrhynchus 
P. /Pap.  Papyrus
pers. comm.  personal communication 
PN  Personal Name 
p(p).  page(s)
pl(s).  plate(s)
plur.  pluriel
poss.  possessif
prép.  préposition
PT  Pyramid Text(s)
Ptol.  Ptolemaic/Ptolemy 
Pyr.  Pyramid
q.v.  quod vide, which see
rev.  revised 
RMO  Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, Leiden
RSV  Revised Standard Version (Old Testament)
rt. recto 
S  Seite 
s  stela 
sc.  scilicet, namely 
SCA  Supreme Council of Antiquities 
SIP  Second Intermediate Period
s.f.  substantif féminin
s.m.  substantif masculin
s.n.  sine numero, without number
sq(q). sequiturque, sequunturque, and following 
SR  Special Register (Cairo Museum)
s.u.  Siehe unten
s.v.  sub verbo, under the word
Tab.  Tabelle 
Taf Tafel 
Tebt.  Tebtunis 
TLA DZA  Thesaurus Linguae Aegyptiae (http://aaew.bbaw.de/tla/) Das Digitalisierte Zettelarchiv
temp  tempore, in the time of 
TM  Trismegistos
trans. translator
TT  Theban tomb (tomb number)
u.a.  unter anderem/n
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UC  University College London
Urk.  Urkunden 
v.  verbe 
v. Chr.  vor Christus 
var.  variant(e)
vgl.  vergleiche
vign.  vignette 
vo. verso 
vol(s)  volume(s)
vs.  verso
v.i.  verbe intransitif
v.t.  verbe transitif
w.  width
w.  with 
Wb. Z Wörterbuch Zettel 
yr. year
z.B.  zum Beispiel 
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Abstracts

Betsy Bryan 
Art-Making in Texts and Contexts

The intentions of art and the forms and processes of its production may have been interrelated, but were nonetheless distinct. It is of-
ten difficult for the contemporary scholar to distinguish between the message and the medium, such that some would attribute much 
symbolic meaning to style while others would consider style as primarily the artist’s contribution. Making art and thinking about art 
are different processes in a similar way that deciphering texts differs from interpreting them. This discussion seeks to examine ancient 
Egyptian texts that reflect the roles of the art producer, the ritualist art user, and the priestly recorder of art production. Ultimately 
all three types of texts demand the construction of the Sehbild in an informed connection with the Sinnbild, and this underscores how 
important investigations of art from several viewpoints remain for the discipline.

Maria Cannata 
Titbits from Tatters: Bodl. MS. Egypt. d. 19(P)

This article publishes P. Bodl. MS. Egypt. d. 19(P), a fragmentary marriage agreement stipulated between a husband and his wife, now 
part of the Bodleian Library’s holdings of Oriental collections. Because only a small portion of the text is preserved, it is not possible 
to use the normal diagnostic features to date and provenance it, thus an analysis of the king’s epithet pA nTr mnx is used to this end.

Michel Chauveau 
L’Agneau revisité ou la révélation d’un crime de guerre ignoré

This article offers a new edition of “The Prophecy of the Lamb,” a demotic papyrus conserved in Vienna (D 10000) and dated to the 
period of Augustus. The author proposes a new layout of the fragments of the beginning of the papyrus, which involves the restoration 
of an additional column as compared to K.-T. Zauzich’s 1983 edition. Various corrections of interpretation, moreover, allow consid-
erable changes in the understanding of the document. In particular, the narrative framework is notably brief, and the lamb’s prophecy, 
set in a dialogue between the animal and Psienhor bearing the title of senti, constitutes by far the largest part of the original work. 
Furthermore, an examination of the text’s historical data, particularly in the section concerning the lamentations of the cities of Egypt, 
indicates that the prophecy focuses on the second Persian invasion of Egypt by Artaxerxes III in 343 BC. The major event mentioned 
in this part refers most likely to a massacre committed by the invaders at Sebennytos, the dynastic capital of the Thirtieth Dynasty. 

Mark Depauw 
A New Date for the “Amarna”Temple Plan in el-Sheikh Said Based on Some  

Newly Read Inscriptions

The Middle Egyptian site of el-Sheikh Said is to Egyptologists perhaps still best known for the temple plan drawn on the wall of a 
limestone quarry in a hill overlooking Amarna. It has always been assumed to be that of an Aton temple. A fresh look at the inscrip-
tions on the ceiling, related to the exploitation, makes clear that these are in Greek, excluding an Amarna-related interpretation for 
the plan. 
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Didier Devauchelle and Ghislaine Widmer 
Une transcription en démotique de deux formules du Rituel des offrandes 

(O. dém. DelM 2-1)

This article is the publication of an ostracon from Deir el-Medina (now at the IFAO) that preserves two ritual formulae written in 
classical Egyptian and transcribed into Demotic: one is for “offering(?) beer,” the other for “offering(?) wine.” Their association on the 
same document is reminiscent of a section from the so-called Ritual of Offerings (papyrus Cairo CG 58030-Turin CG 54041), but 
the text related to the beer is dissimilar. The identification of parallels on the Nuri stelae and at Philae, as well as in Abydos in a differ-
ent context, could indicate that both spells were not originally connected, at least in their present form.

François Gaudard 
On the “Immortality” of the God Seth

Seth has long been distinguished from other Egyptian gods by his differences, such as his excesses and lack of restraint. Therefore, it is 
not surprising that, when it comes to the subject of death, he seems to be an exception to the rule in that he can apparently be depicted 
as immortal. Over the years, several Egyptologists have pointed out Seth’s ability to survive the various attempts to annihilate him. In 
the present article, the author not only discusses this question in light of previous scholarship, but also presents a rare, if not unique, 
example that could be taken as proof of a belief in the immortality of Seth during the Greco-Roman period. 

François René Herbin 
La stèle Caire JE 72300

This article is the publication and study of the fragmentary stela Cairo JE 72300, found at Giza by S. Hassan and dated to the Ptol-
emaic period. It is engraved with a hieroglyphic text of a dozen lines more or less well preserved and contains a religious formula 
concerning the deposition of offerings (wAH xwt) which is known from many religious documents since the New Kingdom.

Friedhelm Hoffmann 
Astronomische und astrologische Kleinigkeiten VII: Die Inschrift zu Tages- und  

Nachtlängen aus Tanis

This article offers a new edition of the fragmentary inscription from Tanis giving the lengths of days and nights during a year. The 
correct reading of the Demotic signs for fractional numbers reveals the underlying astronomical scheme which is related to the later 
Mesopotamian system of day and night lengths. The dating of the Tanis text narrows down the date of the adoption of this astronom-
ical system by the Egyptians to the Twenty-Sixth or Twenty-Seventh Dynasty. 

Richard Jasnow and Karl-Theodor Zauzich 
Another Praise of the Goddess Ait (O. Sommerhausen 1)

This article is the publication of the demotic O. Sommerhausen 1, which preserves a praise of the Goddess Ait. Dating to the Late 
Ptolemaic or early Roman period, the composition seems to be closely associated with texts recently published by Mark Smith and 
others celebrating the cult of Mut and related deities. All of these texts may be connected with the Festival of Drunkenness held to 
mark the return of the Distant Goddess. 
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Janet H. Johnson 
Compound Nouns, Especially Abstracts, in Demotic

This article discusses compound nouns attested in Demotic based on the files of the Chicago Demotic Dictionary.  Examples range 
from simple compounds where the meaning of the compound is tightly connected to the meaning of the combined nouns to com-
pounds whose meaning goes beyond the meaning of the combined nouns, sometimes picking up cultural implications.   The com-
pounds illustrated also include examples where one element of the compound has become an abstract or prefix. Comparisons with 
Coptic are given frequently.

Mpay Kemboly 
Grappling with the Notion of Evil in Ancient Egypt

This article grapples with the notion of evil in ancient Egypt in four points: terminology of evil; sources on evil and typology; protag-
onists of evil; and definition of evil. The first point attempts to determine terms that ancient Egyptians used to name evil. The second 
point indicates some documents on evil and suggests three typologies of evil in the world: personal, social, and cosmic evil. The third 
point envisages four categories of protagonists of evil in the world: emissaries of deities and the dead, and intermediaries; human 
beings; Seth and Apep; and eventually the creator himself/herself. The third point also makes some observations on each of these 
categories concerning their alleged responsibility for bringing evil into the world. The fourth point yields a complex definition of evil 
which encompasses all aspects of life, and affects all sorts of beings. Ultimately evil is seen as being laziness or refusal to act properly, 
especially in the eyes of those who are caught in the grip of inflicted evil and who consider themselves to suffer unjustly. It is from this 
viewpoint that appropriate personal and social ethics and decisive politics are considered paramount in always striving to make the 
world a better place for everyone, especially for those who are in the existential peripheries of our common planet. But, however one 
might work to alleviate it, the ancient Egyptians warn us that “evil in the world is endless.” 

Holger Kockelmann 
Sunshine for the Dead: On the Role and Representation of Light in the Book of the Dead  

Spell 154 and Other Funerary Sources from Pharaonic and Graeco-Roman Egypt

The present paper examines the iconography of the sun and its rays and the effects of light on the deceased in Egyptian mortuary 
beliefs. On a broad basis of funerary and other sources, it discusses the various iconographic conventions of representing light in 
Egyptian art. Sometimes, these show affinities to the ways of depicting water, sometimes the rays of the sun are composed from mul-
ticolored elements that are reminiscent of blossoms. The probably most conventional Late period and Graeco-Roman iconography of 
sun rays are strings of triangles or fan-shaped elements; these might stand symbolically for “something that spreads.” In the second part 
of the paper, the history of the vignette of BD spell 154 is examined, in which the sun disc sheds its light onto the mummy on the lion 
bed; during the following centuries, the motif gained considerable prominence and frequency in funerary art. The significance of the 
scene is elucidated from various perspectives. A survey of text sources examines the impact of light on the body of the departed and 
the imagery that is employed when describing these effects. For instance, the light does not simply touch the corpse, but penetrates its 
surface, entering the skin like an unguent. When entering the mummy, it makes it sound and removes all evil, cleaning it like a liquid, 
and reviving the departed. At least in some cases, the imagery found in the texts is hence directly mirrored by the symbolic iconography 
of the depictions of light in funerary and temple scenes.

Andrea Kucharek 
A Hieratic Tablet from TT 196 Reexamined

Three short funerary/Osirian texts are inscribed on a small wooden tablet excavated in the Late period tomb TT 196. The object, it-
self dating to the Ptolemaic period, appears to have been jointly owned by two persons. The first text is a widely attested offering spell, 
the second a sequence of short passages picked from the Osirian liturgy sAxw I, resulting in a spell for the deceased being admitted 
to the netherworld as a glorified being. The third text is an otherwise unattested celebratory song in three stanzas, inviting general 
joy as opposed to the mourning that preceded it. This song is clearly related to the annual festival cycle of Osiris. The three texts are 
separated by two short intermediate spells, the first of which is otherwise exclusively attested in a Third Intermediate period titulature 
of Amun-Re.
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Nikolaos Lazaridis 
Hyperbole in Demotic Wisdom

One of the most defining features of ancient and modern wisdom sayings has been their consistent preference for hyperbolic ex-
pressions. Usually such expressions have been used as a tool of emphasis, accentuating the applicability range and value of the wise 
statements, and thus reaffirming the wise speaker’s authority and knowledge. In this article I first discuss the ways in which one may 
identify hyperbolic language in demotic wisdom, paying special attention to the difficulties arising from the fact that because modern 
scholars lack any insight into the manner in which a wisdom text was received by its original audiences, there is no way to determine 
whether the potential attempts by a wisdom text’s author to exaggerate were successful, or whether they were considered to be appro-
priate or not. After such brief methodological considerations, I attempt to identify the various shapes and forms hyperbole took while 
mingling with demotic sober sayings, witty observations, and popular proverbs.

Christian Leitz 
Das Menu-Lied: Eine Anleitung zum Bierbrauen für Hathor in 18 Schritten

The so-called menu-chant is known so far by eight long versions mostly in Ptolemaic temple inscriptions. One of these is the still-un-
published version in the temple of Athribis near Sohag. The present contribution offers a new interpretation of this difficult text. It is 
a beer-brewing prescription for the goddess Hathor (or Repit in Athribis) in eighteen steps. Most of the highly poetic expressions turn 
out to be metaphors for ingredients, equipment, and work stages during the beer-brewing process expressed most clearly, for example, 
in the private tombs of the Old Kingdom. 

Alexandra von Lieven 
Of Choachytes and Saints: Demotic Documentary Texts as Sources for Religious Practices

When thinking of textual sources for ancient Egyptian religion, rituals, myths, or hymns to deities come to mind. These are certainly 
of great interest, but documentary texts are also sometimes very useful, particularly as they do give different sorts of information from 
the other genres mentioned. While obviously religious texts are often centered on the state religion and its deities, documentary texts 
are especially valuable as sources for more popular practices. The paper explores the potential of such sources in relation to cults of 
deified human beings.

Cary J. Martin 
A Third-Century Demotic Land Lease (P. BM EA 10858)

This article is the publication of a demotic lease of one aroura of cleruchic land from the third century BCE, once part of the Mi-
chaelides collection and now in the British Museum. What is particularly noteworthy about this text is not just that it deals with 
cleruchic land, but that the ultimate owner is a Persian soldier who has leased his land to a Greek. This Greek is an Alexandrian and 
he in turn has leased the land to an Egyptian farmer.

Martina Minas-Nerpel 
Offering the ij.t-Knife to Haroeris in the Temple of Isis at Shanhūr

In the Roman-period temple of Isis at Shanhūr, the rare ritual of offering the ij.t-knife to Haroeris is depicted in the first register of 
the eastern exterior wall. In its axially corresponding scene on the western exterior wall the sword of victory xpS n qn.t is presented to 
Horus. In these two cult rituals, the ability of the Roman pharaoh to slaughter enemies and to protect the temple, thus Egypt, from all 
evil is emphasized. This article presents, first of all, the texts and iconographic details and, secondly, discusses the cultic meaning and 
context of the ij.t-offering, based on an analysis of all five attested parallels from Qus, Kom Ombo, and Philae.
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Luigi Prada 
Divining Grammar and Defining Foes: Linguistic Patterns of Demotic Divinatory  
Handbooks (with Special Reference to P. Cairo CG 50138–41) and a Note on the  

Euphemistic Use of xft “Enemy”

The article discusses the linguistic features of demotic divinatory handbooks and shows how oneirocritic literature differs from all 
other genres, for it describes its omina by means of circumstantial, and not conditional, clauses. This idiosyncratic style can be used to 
identify the exact genre of divinatory texts whose classification would otherwise be problematic. The author shows this with respect 
to P. Cairo CG 50138–41: he identifies P. Cairo CG 50138–9 and 50141 as belonging to two terrestrial omen handbooks, and P. 
Cairo CG 50140 as pertaining to a dream book. Using examples from oneirocritc literature, he then analyzes some peculiar linguistic 
aspects of the euphemistic use of xft “enemy,” focusing on issues of definiteness and the use of the article in combination with this 
dummy-word. In light of these observations, the article offers new tools to positively identify instances of this euphemistic use in 
demotic, which were considered to be ambiguous in previous scholarship. Specifically, two passages from P. London-Leiden Mag. and 
P. Rhind 1 are discussed. 

Joachim Friedrich Quack 
Eine weise Stimme der Autorität (Papyrus Amherst Eg. XLIII.1 rt.): Mit Anhängen über Abrechnungen  

(Papyrus Amherst Eg. XLIII.1 vs. und XLIII.2)

This article publishes pAmherst XLIII.1 rt., a literary papyrus from the early Ptolemaic period. It contains short and often enigmatic 
wisdom sayings always introduced by “he said.” Several similarities or even direct parallels to the Instruction of Khasheshonqy can be 
identified. As an appendix, the accounts written on the verso are published, as well as further accounts on a papyrus fragment related 
to it (pAmherst XLIII.2). They do not only help to  establish a terminus ante quem for the literary manuscript but point towards a 
setting of the manuscript within a religious association.

Robert K. Ritner 
Pantheistic Figures in Ancient Egypt

The history of the designation “pantheistic” for representations of composite deities is surveyed, including supporting evidence in 
Egyptian theological statements and more recent questioning of the category. In particular, the text and illustrations of P. Brooklyn 
47.218.156 are examined, refuting notions of a royal association for all such images, suggested by Quack in 2006 and adopted by 
Koenig in 2011. In conclusion, nonroyal amulets depicting single gods labeled with the trigrams “Lotus Petal-Lion-Ram” and “Re-
Khepri-Atum” prove the existence of deities properly designated “pantheistic.” 

Kim Ryholt 
An Egyptian Narrative from Karanis (P. Mich. inv. 5641a)

This article is the edition of a demotic narrative from Karanis (P. Mich. inv. 5641a) dating to the second century AD. The fragment has 
a recorded archaeological context and was found in a building where Greek literary fragments were also discovered. In an addendum, 
another minor demotic literary fragment in the Michigan collection (P. Mich. inv. 6794c) is edited. It mentions Osiris and Apophis 
and might belong to the myth of the battle between Osiris and Apophis in the time when Osiris ruled as king on earth.

R. S. Simpson 
Retrograde Writing in Ancient Egyptian Inscriptions

This article considers the motivation for retrograde writing in hieroglyphic inscriptions by examining the pattern of its use in different 
copies of a single composition. In a retrograde text the hieroglyphs face the end rather than, as normal, the beginning; this orientation 
is well known in certain types of papyrus but has not been extensively studied in inscriptions. The work studied is the description of 
the king’s worship of the rising sun often known as the “King as Sun-priest,” which was chosen because copies of it are distributed 
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over several different archaeological and decorative contexts and a long timespan; moreover, only some of these are written retrograde. 
It appears that retrograde orientation is associated exclusively with copies where the text intervenes between images of the king and 
the sun god, serving as a sort of shared caption linking the two; in these cases the orientation allows important sections of the text, 
especially the names of king and god, to be positioned next to the relevant images. Such pragmatic considerations apparently overrode 
the normal preference for prograde writing, and may also have been a reason for the orientation of other retrograde inscriptions.

Martin Andreas Stadler 
Thot und der Skarabäus (Papyrus Wien D 6318)

The first edition of papyrus Vienna D 6318 presents the fragment of one or more mythological narratives in  demotic. The mention-
ing of Thoth creating the scarab and apparently of some of the sun god’s forms raises the issue of Thoth’s relationship to the scarab 
as well as Khepri, and the general commentary discusses this by drawing on other sources from ancient Egypt, chiefly from Dendera 
and Edfu. The overall context of the narrative is—due to the fragmentary state of preservation unclear: Did the complete text recount 
myths in its own right (quite unlikely) or were the myths integrated into magical spells as historiolae? However, magic and ritual being 
akin in ancient Egypt it could also belong rather to the sphere of the temple. One reference to reciting the present copy indicates such 
a ritualistic usage in the broadest sense.

Günter Vittmann 
Grain for Seth and His Divine Companions in Dakhleh (Ostracon Mut 21/4)

This article is the publication of a demotic ostracon from the temple of Seth in Mut (Dakhleh oasis) and datable to the latter half of 
the Ptolemaic period, with a payment order issued by the priests of Seth concerning the offerings for Seth, Osiris, Horus, Isis, and 
other unnamed gods.

Sven P. Vleeming 
A Priestly Letter of Recommendation (P. CtYBR inv. 4628)

This article is the publication of a Demotic letter,  probably written in the reign of Ptolemy IV (specifically, year 11, the 17th of Choiak 
= January 29, 211 BC), in which  the priests of Souchos write to Aristaios, the epistates of Oxyrhyncha, asking him to assign(?) the 
levying or possibly rather the transport of the income of their temple to an unnamed priest who carries this letter.

Aleksandra Warda 
Statue of Strategos Tryphon from Dendera (SEG LVIII 1823)

The article offers a detailed contextual study of the inscribed base of a fragmentarily preserved back pillar statue of the strategos 
Tryphon that was set up in Dendera by the prominent Denderite strategos and syngenes Ptolemaios son of Panas. The brief Greek 
dedicatory inscription carved on the front of the base (SEG LVIII 1823) is restudied in the context of the remnants of the hard stone 
striding statue it referred to, thus shedding new light on the complex materiality and cultural intricacy of the practice of honorific 
commemoration in Dendera during the reign of Augustus. The fragmentarily preserved statue is analysed in the context of private 
statuary and sculptural decoration established next to the temple of Isis in the course of its redevelopment during the Ptolemaios’ and 
Tryphon’s strategia, thus offering a glimpse into the sophistication of visual preferences of those responsible for organization of the 
Denderite temple space at the time. 




