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The wish to affi  liate with a specifi c cultural, social, or ethnical group is as import-
ant today as it was in past societies, such as that of the ancient Egyptians. The same 
signifi cance applies to the self-presentation of an individual within such a group. 
Although it is inevitable that we perceive ancient cultures through the lens of our 
time, place, and value systems, we can certainly try to look beyond these limitations. 
Questions of how the ancient Egyptians saw themselves and how individuals tried 
to establish and thus present themselves in society are central pieces of the puzzle 
of how we interpret this ancient culture. This volume focuses on the topic of identity 
and self-presentation, tackling the subject from many diff erent angles: the ways in 
which social and personal identities are constructed and maintained; the manipula-
tions of culture by individuals to refl ect real or aspirational identities; and the meth-
ods modern scholars use to attempt to say something about ancient persons. Building 
on the work of Ronald J. Leprohon, to whom this volume is dedicated, contributions 
in this volume present an overview of our current state of understanding of patterns 
of identity and self-presentation in ancient Egypt. The contributions approach var-
ious aspects of identity and self-presentation through studies of gender, literature, 
material culture, mythology, names, and offi  cialdom.
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Ronald Jacques Leprohon: An Appreciation for  
His Contributions to Egyptology

Ron has spent most of his career with the University of Toronto and has been an indispensable part of Toronto’s 
Egyptological community for almost fifty years. His thirty-five years of official service as an employee of the Universi-
ty were celebrated in September 2018. His legacy is to have touched the lives of countless members of the Egyptolog-
ical community in a positive manner with respect and kindness. This volume is presented as a tribute and celebration 
of Ron’s time and commitment over many years, contributing his counsel, his wisdom, his Egyptological knowledge 
and understanding to a myriad of individuals in the University and in the wider community. We have all benefited 
from having known and worked with Ron and want to express our appreciation for a long and fruitful contribution 
to our community with these essays.

Within Egyptology Ron is known as an expert on the Middle Kingdom and for his interest in Egyptian names, 
both royal and private, and the epithets attached to them. He published The Great Name: Ancient Egyptian Royal Tit-
ulary in 2013 in the Writings from the Ancient World series produced by the Society of Biblical Literature. It is touch-
ingly dedicated to his father Bernard D. Leprohon and sister Diane O. Leprohon, who passed away within a month of 
each other in 2012. Ron’s roots are in Montreal, where he was born on 15 June 1950. He grew up with a large extend-

Figure 1. As the Chair of the Department of Near Eastern Studies, 
University of Toronto, 1989. Photo courtesy of Barbara Ibronyi.
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ed family in Quebec, speaking both his 
father’s native French and mother’s native 
English. He remembers his father taking 
him to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
and being fascinated by the Greek vases 
there. He got his first taste of teaching in 
Grade 4, when his overwhelmed public 
school teacher had him teach the English 
lessons. Shortly thereafter he transferred 
to Collège Mont-St-Louis, where he com-
pleted the cours classique in 1967, with an 
emphasis on French, Latin, and History. 

Ron switched instructional language 
when he enrolled in Loyola College in 
Montreal for his bachelor’s degree. His 
focus there was history and his interests 
eventually led him to the ancient world. 
While in high school he taught himself to 
play guitar by watching musicians, and he 
played in a rock and roll group and a band 
at his church. Upon graduation, Ron had the difficult choice of deciding to continue with his music by going out on 
the road in a folk duo, or attending the University of Chicago to study Egyptology. Needless to say, Egyptology won. 
His course in life was set, though his love of music and playing the guitar has continued throughout Ron’s life.

After a year in Chicago, Ron returned to Canada to continue his graduate studies at the University of Toronto, 
receiving his MA degree in 1973. While a graduate student, he worked as a research assistant at the Royal Ontario 
Museum (ROM), and for the Akhenaten Temple Project, including fieldwork in Egypt in 1976. After the season he 
traveled to Kenya and Sudan and had the dubious honor of being one of the last tourists to Eritrea before the border 
was closed. After hearing Don Redford decry the lack of historical sources from the reign of Amenemhet III of the 
Twelfth Dynasty, Ron took up the challenge and received his PhD in 1980 for a thesis on the reign of this king. While 
finishing up his thesis in 1978–1979, Ron worked as the Education Officer for the traveling exhibition Treasures of 
Tutankhamun at the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO). His guides to the exhibit were published by the AGO in both 
English and French (The World of Tutankhamun and Toutankhamon et l’Egypte, 1979). Ron’s many public lectures and 
media experiences for the exhibition honed his eventual teaching style. 

Upon graduation, Ron became a postdoctoral fellow at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, where he worked on 
the collection of ancient Egyptian stelae there. This work was published in two fascicles of the MFA Boston Corpus 
Antiquitatum Aegyptiacarum (CAA) in 1985 and 1991. In the middle of his fellowship, Ron accepted a position as 
the director of the newly established Canadian Institute of Egypt (CIE) in Cairo and spent two years (1981–1983) in 
Egypt. In 1982 he served as epigrapher with the Dakhleh Oasis Project (DOP) and continued his research on ancient 
Egyptian stelae, publishing his results in the Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities (JSSEA) in 1983 
and 1986. In 1982 Joseph P. Clarke ( Jo O’Cleirigh) was painting an egg tempera mural at the Canadian Institute in 
Maadi reproducing scenes from the Temple of Osiris Heqa-Djet in Karnak. Ron felt he was taking the project entirely 
too seriously, and suggested that he include some humor in it. Hence the emblems of Cornwall (the chough bird and 
black and white flag of St. Piran) were added to an Egyptian nome standard held by Ma Pud (a fantasy character from 
Jo’s plasticine village), who raised one hand with the peace sign.

After two years in Egypt, Ron accepted a position of Assistant Professor in the Department of Near Eastern Stud-
ies (NES) at the University of Toronto in 1983 and his teaching career began in earnest. Already as a graduate student 

Figure 2. Unpacking the objects for the exhibition, Treasures of Tutankhamun, in 
Toronto, 1979. Photo courtesy of Barbara Ibronyi.
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from 1976–1980 Ron had gained experience teaching 
Egyptology in Toronto. Ron taught at all university levels, 
from first year university to PhD student. For a number of 
years, he instructed NMC 101 (“Land of the Pharaohs”), 
which is the basic introductory course on Egyptology 
that also emphasized the skills of critical analysis and 
writing. Another popular course of Ron’s was NMC 382Y 
(“Ancient Egyptian Religion”), which at some point 
gained the prefix “Mummies, Myth and Magic.” For this 
course Ron assembled a reader of ancient Egyptian texts 
so that students dealt directly with primary sources to 
form their own opinions rather than relying on the sec-
ondary literature. As well, Ron has regularly taught NML 
340Y (“Intermediate Egyptian”), in which students who 
have learned the basics of ancient Egyptian grammar pol-
ish their skills on real Egyptian texts. 

Ron is noted for the lively manner of his teaching and 
lecturing. Some have described his image-heavy lectures 
as “stop motion animation.” Ron himself often said the 
inspirations for his presentation style were the comedian 
Lenny Bruce and his work with TVOntario during the 
Tutankhamun exhibition. Ron not only worked hard on 
the material he presented, but practiced his delivery just 
as any performer would. Many students benefited not 

only from Ron’s in-class presentations, but his counseling outside of class as well. For example, those struggling with 
research and writing would be told something to the effect: “Collect all the data in front of you, grab a cup of coffee, 
and keep staring at it. If there is a pattern to be found, sooner or later you will find it. If you have stared for a while 
and still don’t find a pattern, well, there probably isn’t any! Time to change your topic.” In 2004 Ron received the 
Outstanding Teaching Award, from the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Arts and Science. 

Ron also contributed his formidable administrative skills to the University and the Society for the Study of Egyp-
tian Antiquities (SSEA). He was made associate professor in 1988 and full professor in 1994. He was very much 
involved with the creation of the Department of Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations (NMC) in 1996, merging the 
previously separate departments of Near Eastern Studies 
(NES) and Middle East and Islamic Studies (MEI). Ron 
was graduate coordinator and Department Chair of NES 
before the amalgamations and served two years as asso-
ciate chair of the new NMC Department. For ten years 
(1983–1992) Ron served as a trustee of the SSEA. After 
1993 he has been an indispensable help and support of the 
Toronto Chapter of the Society, including acting as mas-
ter-of-ceremonies at a number of the annual symposia.

Many in Toronto will remember with fondness Ron’s 
lectures for the SSEA; one particular favorite was pub-
lished as “‘Love Your Wife with All Your Heart’” (Ptah-
hotep 21): The Concept of Family in Ancient Egyptian 
Literature,” KMT 10.2 (1999), 51–55. Finally mention 

Figure 3. Receiving the Faculty of Arts & Science Outstanding 
Teaching Award, 2004. Photo courtesy of Barbara Ibronyi.

Figure 4. On a train on the way to Beeton with Barbara and 
Thomas, 2001. Photo courtesy of Barbara Ibronyi.
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should be made of Ron’s immediate family. He married Carol Elizabeth Greenwood in 1974; they divorced amicably 
in 1984. He married Barbara Elizabeth Ibronyi in 1986. Their son Thomas is a dancer with the National Ballet of 
Canada. 

Ronald J. Leprohon’s most notable contributions to the field of Egyptology have been in: (1) his research on 
the Middle Kingdom, including Egypt’s relations with Nubia, on Egyptian stelae, and in the development of the 
Egyptian royal titulary; (2) his administrative and service work at the University of Toronto and with the SSEA; and 
(3) his teaching and mentoring of students at the University of Toronto. Students were frequently infected by Ron’s 
love of learning. Any student fortunate enough to have Ron read an essay would receive a manuscript annotated with 
detailed suggestions and corrections. One of Ron’s most memorable phrases is “belt and suspenders,” which refers to 
the typically Egyptian approach to multiple concepts that may seem redundant or even contradictory to the modern 
thinking. It was affectionately noted that Ron wore both belt and suspenders at the wedding of two of his former 
students. As Ron himself has noted, it is his students that he considers his greatest legacy. 
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Foreword: 
Patterns of Identity and Self-Presentation

The wish to affiliate with a specific cultural, social, or ethnical group is as important today as it was in past societies, 
such as that of the ancient Egyptians. The same significance applies to the self-presentation of an individual within 
such a group. Although it is inevitable that we perceive other cultures through the lens of our own time, place, and 
value systems, we can certainly try to look beyond these limitations. The question of how the ancient Egyptians saw 
themselves and how individuals tried to establish and thus present themselves in this society are central pieces of the 
puzzle of how we interpret this ancient culture. In this regard, the work of Ronald J. Leprohon has made significant 
contributions to our understanding of the ancient Egyptians, their sense of identity, and their moral values. Lepro-
hon has always emphasized a close look at the sources and has paid particular attention to how the ancient Egyptians 
presented themselves in terms of their names and their epithets and titles. Likewise, Leprohon has focused on how 
Egyptians used rhetoric, visual, and material culture as means to express their identities in a complex culture gov-
erned by explicit protocols of expression and implicit rules of behavior. 

The contributions by Leprohon’s friends, colleagues, and students reflect the trajectory of his scholarship and his 
impact as teacher and mentor. The following contributions tackle the ambiguous yet fascinating subject of identity 
from many different angles: the ways in which social and personal identities are constructed and maintained; and 
the manipulations of culture by individuals to reflect real or aspirational identities and the methods modern scholars 
employ in their attempt to say something about ancient persons. 

Identity and personhood are complex ideas that may have been quite different in the ancient past. Often, our 
contemporary inclination is to think of ourselves as individuals who operate with agency and intent, yet our actions, 
and consequently our various identities and personhood, are formed and directed as much by consciously and un-
consciously inculcated social rules and norms as by freewill. Identity and personhood are relationally constructed, 
socially constrained,1 and for Egyptologists not easily accessed through the rather abundant, yet piecemeal evidence 
we have at our disposal. Egyptologists can name people, create genealogies, and describe the activities and respon-
sibilities of individuals, but also can delineate the distinctive ancient Egyptian worldview and its relationship to 
other contemporaneous cultures. For example, the most important figure in Egyptian society was that of the king, 
whose main duty was to uphold ma‘at, the ancient Egyptian world order and social values, and to expel chaos, the 
destructive force that stood in opposition to the ancient Egyptian belief system and to the society that maintained 
it. Likewise, every ancient Egyptian had to lead a life according to ma‘at in order to be able to reach the never-ending 
afterlife. And it is especially, but not exclusively, through texts and iconography on monuments and funerary goods 
that the ancient Egyptians expressed their success in upholding ma‘at. This evidence gives scholars insight into the 
self-presentation of individuals on the one hand, but also into the identity of the ancient Egyptian society in general. 

The studies in this volume comprise a host of evidence, methodologies, and approaches to understanding identity. 
They generally fall into two major categories: studies that offer insight into an ancient Egyptian individual, refining 
our picture of a past that is too often populated by anonymity, and highlighting personal agency of actors, and studies 
that contribute to the trajectory of cultural development in Egypt among different social groups.

1. Oliver J. T. Harris and Craig Cipolla, Archaeological Theory in the New Millennium (London: Routledge, 2017), 53. 
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Within these two major subtopics of identity and self-presentation, the studies in this volume fall into a number 
of approaches and themes: The Afterlife, Gender, Literature and Text, Material Culture, The Natural World, and The 
Royal Name. While we have attempted to group the contributions into relatively simple categories, it is important to 
emphasize that the multifocal nature of all the studies in this volume reflects the complexities and intersectionality of 
patterns of identity and self-presentation in ancient Egyptian society. 

Building on Leprohon’s work, the following collection of essays presents an overview of the current state of our 
understanding on patterns of identity and self-presentation in ancient Egypt. The contributions in this volume reflect 
the wide-ranging approaches and methodologies used to explore the issues of identity and self-representation, sub-
jects/themes that often appear in Leprohon’s scholarship. The contributors range from his colleagues to most recent 
protégés, and are representative of his impact and influence on the field of Egyptology. 

Christina Geisen
Jean Li
Steven B. Shubert
Kei Yamamoto
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