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Lo duca e io per quel cammino ascoso
intrammo a ritornar nel chiaro mondo;
e sanza cura aver d’alcun riposo,
salimmo sù, el primo e io secondo,
tanto ch’i’ vidi de le cose belle
che porta ’l ciel, per un pertugio tondo.
E quindi uscimmo a riveder le stelle.

Dante, Divine Comedy, Inferno, Canto 34.133–139

“#e beauty of the universe consists not only of unity in variety,
but also of variety in unity.”

Umberto Eco, !e Name of the Rose, First Day, Prime
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Chronology

#e following chronological table is based on Ian Shaw, ed., !e Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, new ed. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2003), which will be implied henceforth whenever dates are provided, unless otherwise 
noted. Details of regnal years are provided only when they are relevant for the present study, starting with the Fi&h 
Dynasty, when the Pyramid Texts appeared, and ending with the demise of the New Kingdom. Dates are omi"ed 
whenever a great deal of uncertainty is involved, as is the case for the (mostly) ephemeral kings of the so-called In-
termediate periods, for instance.

PREDYNASTIC PERIOD 5300–3000 BCE

EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD ca. 3000–2686 BCE
 First Dynasty  ca. 3000–2890 BCE
 Second Dynasty  ca. 2890–2686 BCE

OLD KINGDOM  2686–2160 BCE

 #ird Dynasty   2686–2613 BCE
 Fourth Dynasty  2613–2494 BCE

Fi!h Dynasty   2494–2345 BCE
 Userkaf   2494–2487
 Sahure   2487–2475
 Neferirkare  2475–2455
 Shepseskare  2455–2448
 Reneferef  2448–2445
 Niuserre   2445–2421
 Menkauhor  2421–2414
 Djedkare  2414–2375
 Wenis   2375–2345

Sixth Dynasty   2345–2181 BCE
 Teti   2345–2323
 Userkare   2323–2321
 Pepi I   2321–2287
 Merenre   2287–2278
 Pepi II   2278–2184
 Nitiqret   2184–2181
 Seventh and Eighth  2181–2160 BCE
 Dynasties  
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First Intermediate period   2160–2055 BCE
 Ninth and Tenth Dynasties  2160–2025 BCE
 (Herakleopolis)
 Eleventh Dynasty (#ebes) 2125–2055 BCE

MIDDLE KINGDOM   2055–1650 BCE

Eleventh Dynasty (all Egypt)  2055–1985 BCE
 Mentuhotep II   2055–2004
 Mentuhotep III   2004–1992
 Mentuhotep IV   1992–1985

Twel!h Dynasty    1985–1773 BCE
 Amenemhat I   1985–1956
 Senwosret I   1956–1911
 Amenemhat II   1911–1877
 Senwosret II   1877–1870
 Senwosret III   1870–1831
 Amenemhat III   1831–1786
 Amenhemhat IV   1786–1777
 Sobekneferu   1777–1773
 #irteenth Dynasty  1773–a&er 1650 BCE
 Fourteenth Dynasty  1773–1650 BCE

Second Intermediate period  1650–1550 BCE
 Fi&eenth Dynasty (Hyksos) 1650–1550 BCE
 Sixteenth Dynasty  1650–1580 BCE
 Seventeenth Dynasty  ca. 1580–1550 BCE

NEW KINGDOM   1550–1069 BCE

Eighteenth Dynasty   1550–1295 BCE
 Ahmose    1550–1525
 Amenhotep I   1525–1504
 #utmose I   1504–1492
 #utmose II   1492–1479
 #utmose III   1479–1425
 Hatshepsut   1473–1458
 Amenhotep II   1427–1400
 #utmose IV   1400–1390
 Amenhotep III   1390–1352
 Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten  1352–1336
 Neferneferuaten   1338–1336
 Tutankhamun   1336–1327
 Ay    1327–1323
 Horemheb   1323–1295



 Chronology xxi

Nineteenth Dynasty   1295–1186 BCE
 Ramesses I   1295–1294
 Seti I    1294–1279
 Ramesses II   1279–1213
 Merneptah   1213–1203
 Amenmesse   1203–1200 (?)
 Seti II    1200–1194
 Siptah    1194–1188
 Tawosret    1188–1186

Twentieth Dynasty   1186–1069 BCE
 Sethnakht   1186–1184
 Ramesses III   1184–1153
 Ramesses IV   1153–1147
 Ramesses V   1147–1143
 Ramesses VI   1143–1136
 Ramesses VII   1136–1129
 Ramesses VIII   1129–1126
 Ramesses IX   1126–1108
 Ramesses X   1108–1099
 Ramesses XI   1099–1069

"ird Intermediate period   1069–664 BCE
 Twenty-First Dynasty  1069–945 BCE
 Twenty-Second Dynasty  945–715 BCE
 Twenty-#ird Dynasty  818–715 BCE
 Twenty-Fourth Dynasty  727–715 BCE
 Twenty-Fi&h Dynasty  747–656 BCE

Late period    664–332 BCE
 Twenty-Sixth Dynasty  664–525 BCE
 Twenty-Seventh Dynasty  525–404 BCE
 (First Persian period)
 Twenty-Eighth Dynasty   404–399 BCE
 Twenty-Ninth Dynasty  399–380 BCE
 #irtieth Dynasty   380–343 BCE
 Second Persian period  343–332 BCE

Ptolemaic period    332–30 BCE
 Macedonian Dynasty  332–305 BCE
 Ptolemaic Dynasty  305–30 BCE

Roman period    30 BCE–395 CE

Byzantine period    395–641 CE
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