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Lo duca e io per quel cammino ascoso
intrammo a ritornar nel chiaro mondo;
e sanza cura aver d’alcun riposo,
salimmo sù, el primo e io secondo,
tanto ch’i’ vidi de le cose belle
che porta ’l ciel, per un pertugio tondo.
E quindi uscimmo a riveder le stelle.

Dante, Divine Comedy, Inferno, Canto 34.133–139

“#e beauty of the universe consists not only of unity in variety,
but also of variety in unity.”

Umberto Eco, !e Name of the Rose, First Day, Prime
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Chronology

#e following chronological table is based on Ian Shaw, ed., !e Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, new ed. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2003), which will be implied henceforth whenever dates are provided, unless otherwise 
noted. Details of regnal years are provided only when they are relevant for the present study, starting with the Fi&h 
Dynasty, when the Pyramid Texts appeared, and ending with the demise of the New Kingdom. Dates are omi"ed 
whenever a great deal of uncertainty is involved, as is the case for the (mostly) ephemeral kings of the so-called In-
termediate periods, for instance.

PREDYNASTIC PERIOD 5300–3000 BCE

EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD ca. 3000–2686 BCE
 First Dynasty  ca. 3000–2890 BCE
 Second Dynasty  ca. 2890–2686 BCE

OLD KINGDOM  2686–2160 BCE

 #ird Dynasty   2686–2613 BCE
 Fourth Dynasty  2613–2494 BCE

Fi!h Dynasty   2494–2345 BCE
 Userkaf   2494–2487
 Sahure   2487–2475
 Neferirkare  2475–2455
 Shepseskare  2455–2448
 Reneferef  2448–2445
 Niuserre   2445–2421
 Menkauhor  2421–2414
 Djedkare  2414–2375
 Wenis   2375–2345

Sixth Dynasty   2345–2181 BCE
 Teti   2345–2323
 Userkare   2323–2321
 Pepi I   2321–2287
 Merenre   2287–2278
 Pepi II   2278–2184
 Nitiqret   2184–2181
 Seventh and Eighth  2181–2160 BCE
 Dynasties  
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First Intermediate period   2160–2055 BCE
 Ninth and Tenth Dynasties  2160–2025 BCE
 (Herakleopolis)
 Eleventh Dynasty (#ebes) 2125–2055 BCE

MIDDLE KINGDOM   2055–1650 BCE

Eleventh Dynasty (all Egypt)  2055–1985 BCE
 Mentuhotep II   2055–2004
 Mentuhotep III   2004–1992
 Mentuhotep IV   1992–1985

Twel!h Dynasty    1985–1773 BCE
 Amenemhat I   1985–1956
 Senwosret I   1956–1911
 Amenemhat II   1911–1877
 Senwosret II   1877–1870
 Senwosret III   1870–1831
 Amenemhat III   1831–1786
 Amenhemhat IV   1786–1777
 Sobekneferu   1777–1773
 #irteenth Dynasty  1773–a&er 1650 BCE
 Fourteenth Dynasty  1773–1650 BCE

Second Intermediate period  1650–1550 BCE
 Fi&eenth Dynasty (Hyksos) 1650–1550 BCE
 Sixteenth Dynasty  1650–1580 BCE
 Seventeenth Dynasty  ca. 1580–1550 BCE

NEW KINGDOM   1550–1069 BCE

Eighteenth Dynasty   1550–1295 BCE
 Ahmose    1550–1525
 Amenhotep I   1525–1504
 #utmose I   1504–1492
 #utmose II   1492–1479
 #utmose III   1479–1425
 Hatshepsut   1473–1458
 Amenhotep II   1427–1400
 #utmose IV   1400–1390
 Amenhotep III   1390–1352
 Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten  1352–1336
 Neferneferuaten   1338–1336
 Tutankhamun   1336–1327
 Ay    1327–1323
 Horemheb   1323–1295



 Chronology xxi

Nineteenth Dynasty   1295–1186 BCE
 Ramesses I   1295–1294
 Seti I    1294–1279
 Ramesses II   1279–1213
 Merneptah   1213–1203
 Amenmesse   1203–1200 (?)
 Seti II    1200–1194
 Siptah    1194–1188
 Tawosret    1188–1186

Twentieth Dynasty   1186–1069 BCE
 Sethnakht   1186–1184
 Ramesses III   1184–1153
 Ramesses IV   1153–1147
 Ramesses V   1147–1143
 Ramesses VI   1143–1136
 Ramesses VII   1136–1129
 Ramesses VIII   1129–1126
 Ramesses IX   1126–1108
 Ramesses X   1108–1099
 Ramesses XI   1099–1069

"ird Intermediate period   1069–664 BCE
 Twenty-First Dynasty  1069–945 BCE
 Twenty-Second Dynasty  945–715 BCE
 Twenty-#ird Dynasty  818–715 BCE
 Twenty-Fourth Dynasty  727–715 BCE
 Twenty-Fi&h Dynasty  747–656 BCE

Late period    664–332 BCE
 Twenty-Sixth Dynasty  664–525 BCE
 Twenty-Seventh Dynasty  525–404 BCE
 (First Persian period)
 Twenty-Eighth Dynasty   404–399 BCE
 Twenty-Ninth Dynasty  399–380 BCE
 #irtieth Dynasty   380–343 BCE
 Second Persian period  343–332 BCE

Ptolemaic period    332–30 BCE
 Macedonian Dynasty  332–305 BCE
 Ptolemaic Dynasty  305–30 BCE

Roman period    30 BCE–395 CE

Byzantine period    395–641 CE
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Apollonous Rhodius, 347
Apotropaia, 77 n. 16, 82 n. 43, 97 n. 140,  176 n. 112, 

180, 258 n. 515
Apuleius, 349–50
Archaism, 78 n. 19, 163, 180–81, 282–83 n. 57
Aristophanes, 345
Arms (cosmic), 205–6 n. 265, 210, 223–27, 232–33, 

237–38, 245, 251, 260–62, 266, 268, 305 n. 
187, 416. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of Nut (Texts F, J, Aa)

Aspective, mindset, 10
Aspelta, 165–66
Assyria, 331–32 n. 2, 333 n. 9
Astronomical ceilings, 43, 53–54, 125 n. 14, 175, 273–

74, 275 n. 13, 310 n. 214
Astronomy, passim. See also Book of Nut, Books of the 

Sky, Cosmology, Decans, Stars
Aswan, 77
Asyut, 77, 83. See also Star-clocks (diagonal)
Atar en-Nabi, 116
Athribis,

temple of Repit, 282–83, 304 n. 183
zodiac tomb, 313 n. 232

Awakening of Osiris and the Transit of Solar Barques, 
15, 160 n. 5, 162, 256 n. 506, 275 n. 12
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Embalming Hall of Osiris, 275, 315
Ay, tomb (KV/WV 23), 170 n. 73, 171, 177

B

Ba, passim. See also Index of Egyptian words, prt m 

xrw, “going forth by day”
as (migratory) bird, 54 n. 189, 68 n. 265, 124 n. 6, 

232 n. 384. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of Nut (Text Dd)

double ba, 87, 239–40, 257, 263. See also Index of 
Egyptian words, (D)bA-Dmd, “united ba”

and XAt-corpse, 88–89, 129–30, 140, 147, 154, 160, 
164, 181–82, 185, 187, 254. See also Index of 
Egyptian words, XAt, “corpse”. Index of Egyptian 
Deities, Re-Osiris (union)

Babylon, 331–39
Barks, solar (prow to prow), 105 n. 196, 204, 261 n. 

529, 322. See also Index of Egyptian words, 
manDt, “Day-bark,” msktt, “Night-bark”

Bay, tomb (KV 13), 324 n. 307
Beni Hasan, 77, 81 n. 37, 83, 97 n. 140
Bild-Text Komposition, 127, 159 n. 3, 162, 179 n. 123
Birds, 189, 192 n. 204, 213, 238 n. 422, 264, 282 n. 55, 

283, 302–6. See also Ba
Birth-brick, 62 n. 236, 278 n. 29, 290–91
Blood. See Damned
Book of Breathing, 127 n. 29, 339 n. 46
Book of Caverns, 227–46 and passim. See also Under-

world Books; Index of Egyptian Sources, Book 
of Caverns

Book of the Creation of the Solar Disk. See Book(s) of 
the Earth

Book of the Day, 15–16, 175–76, 273–74, 279–81, 
316–17, 322–26. See also Books of the Sky, 
Cosmography; Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of the Day

Book of the Dead, 14, 123–57 and passim. See also In-
dex of Egyptian Sources, Book of the Dead

composition and dating, 124, 126
and Pyramid and Co$n Texts, 128–29
Saite Recension, 123 n. 1, 126–27, 179 n. 122
Spell of the Twelve Caverns (BD 168), 15, 125

Book(s) of the Earth, 246–68 and passim. See also Un-
derworld Books; Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book(s) of the Earth

and Book of Caverns, 233, 248–49

Book of Gates, 207–27 and passim. See also Under-
world Books; Index of Egyptian Sources, Book 
of Gates

Book of the Heavenly Cow, 44, 150 n. 166, 165, 167, 
274, , 283, 287 n. 82, 295 n. 133, 298 n. 151, 
315 n. 242. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of the Heavenly Cow

Book of the Hidden Chamber. See Amduat
Book of the Night, 15–16, 176, 209, 212, 273–76, 

278–81, 315–22, 323–24. See also Books of the 
Sky, Cosmography; Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of the Night

Book of Nut, 4 n. 18, 15–16, 23, 54 n. 186, 62, 68 n. 
265, 150 n. 166, 224–25, 237, 266, 273–74, 
276, 278–81, 281–315, 327–28, 353 and pas-
sim. See also Books of the Sky, Cosmography; 
Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of Nut

Book of Traversing Eternity, 127 n. 29, 202 n. 255, 287 
n. 83, 295 n. 134

Book of the Two Ways, 13, 83–89, passim. See also In-
dex of Egyptian Sources, Co$n Texts

Cairo leather roll ( JdE 69292), 75, 83
and Underworld Books, 86, 161

Books of the Sky, 15–16, 273–75 and passim. See also 
Cosmography; Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of the Day, Book of the Night, Book of 
Nut

and tomb architecture, 275–81
Burial, 3, 18, 61, 64, 66–71, 116–17, 191–94, 276–78, 

326. See also Funerary beliefs and customs
Busiris (Djedu), 107, 112
Buto, 69 n. 270

C

Cannibal Spell. See Index of Egyptian Sources, Pyra-
mid Texts (PT 273–274)

Cardinal points, 33, 44, 96–97, 107, 150 n. 166, 170–
73, 175–76, 256, 276, 278–81, 283 n. 59, 287, 
301 n. 167, 303, 308, 315 n. 244, 317 n. 258, 
327 and passim

Cat"sh, 231, 319
Cauldrons, 205 n. 265, 213–14 n. 305, 245, 259
Cenotaph, 81 n. 40. See also Abydos, Osireion (Seti I)
Child (solar), 105 n. 196, 231–32, 236–38, 266, 321, 

323
Christianity, 2 n. 9, 11–12, 345 n. 81, 348 n. 101, 353
Cicero, 349–50
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Cimmerians, 342
Circe, 341–42, 348
Claudian, 341 n. 59
Co$n Texts, 13, 75–121 and passim. See also Democ-

ratization of the a%erlife; Index of Egyptian 
Sources, Co$n Texts

composition and dating, 78–79
and Pyramid Texts, 79–81

Co$ns, 94–97 and passim
Aashyt (Cairo JE 47355), 76 n. 12
Ankh (in situ), 83 n. 50
Heqata (Cairo JE 36418), 94, 96 n. 131 
Herunefer (BM EA 29997), 77 n. 18, 124 n. 12
Mentuhotep (lost), 77 n. 18, 124, 141 n. 109
Neferi (Cairo CG 28088), 91 n. 96
Sesenebenef (in situ?), 77 n. 18
Sepi (Cairo JE 28983), 195 n. 217

Cognitive linguistics, 20 nn. 98, 100
Corpse. See Ba (and XAt-corpse); Index of Egyptian 

words, XAt, “corpse,” (s)StA, “secret, mystery, 
secrecy”

Cosmology (Egyptian), 41–50 and passim. See also 
Heliopolitan cosmogony (Ennead), Hermo-
politan cosmogony (Ogdoad); Index of Egyp-
tian words, Axt, “horizon,” biA, “(meteoric) 
iron, sky”, pt, “sky,” mr-n-xA, “winding canal,” 
msot(t), “Mesqet;” Hrt, “upper (side/region), 
sky,” sxt iArw, “Field of Rushes,” sxt Htp(w), 

“Field of O&ering(s),” obHw, “fresh waters, 
"rmament,” kkw-smAw, “complete darkness,” 
d(w)At, “Duat, otherworld;” Index of Egyptian 
Deities, Atum, Geb, Heh/Hehet, Horus, Khe-
pri, Nun, Nunet, Nut, Shu, Tefnut

Cosmography, 15–16, 84–86, 161, 167, 177, 179, 225, 
237, 250, 272, 274, 284–310, 318, 321, 324, 
351–53 and passim, esp. ch. 5–6. See also Cos-
mology; King as Solar Priest; Index of Egyptian 
words, pt tA dwAt, “sky, earth, Duat”

and (esoteric) knowledge, 130–32, 165–66, 274–
75, 292, 318, 325. See also Hour Ritual (Stund-
enritual), King as Solar Priest

and pyramid architecture, 66–71
Crocodiles, 188 n. 179, 220, 236, 258 n. 515

(Pen)-Wenti, 262–63
Crowns, 35, 106, 187, 220, 225 n. 346, 258, 292
Cryptography, 164–65, 181, 188, 208 n. 279, 210, 

216–17, 232, 317

Crypts, temple, 297 n. 145, 165–66 n. 48, 193 n. 206, 
214 n. 308

Cursive hieroglyphs, 78, 126

D

Dakhla, 79, 93 n. 113
Deir el-Haggar temple, 274 n. 5
tomb of Medunefer (Balat), 76, 91–92
tomb of Petosiris, 304 n. 183

Damned, 160, 192, 199 n. 244, 209, 211–12, 218, 258, 
263, 318, 351. See also Cauldrons, Horizon 
(eastern); Index of Egyptian words, xbt, “place 
of execution,” Htmyt, “Place of Destruction,” 
Tms/Tmsw, “redness, execration”

Dante (Divine Comedy), 341 n. 62, 343 n. 69, 345 n. 81
Death, 1–2 and passim

as enemy, 1, 119–20
as return to maternal womb, 43–46, 65, 67, 95–96, 

119–20, 174, 241, 279, 290, 323
as sleep, 134, 199 n. 242

Decans, 19, 54, 96 n. 132, 121 nn. 287–88, 197, 216 
n. 316, 259 n. 519, ch. 6 passim. See also Star-
clocks (diagonal); Index of Egyptian words, 
Sn(i) dwAt, “encircling (of) the Duat”

cycle, 310–15
and embalming process (mummi"cation), 54 n. 

189, 259 n. 519, 312–13
Orion, 19, 21, 53, 55, 57–58, 60, 73, 96 n. 132, 104 

n. 187, 111–12, 153. See also Index of Egyptian 
Deities, Osiris

Seti I A and B families, 310 n. 214
Sirius. See Index of Egyptian Deities, Sopdet/So-

this/Sirius
Decorum, 40, 91–92, 137 n. 90, 161 n. 16, 
Deir el-Bersheh, 77, 83, 87, 97 n. 140, 114 n. 246, 118. 

See also Book of the Two Ways
Deir el-Medina, 131 n. 59, 136 n. 82, 138, 194 n. 212, 

323
Democratization of the a%erlife, 9, 13–14, 79–80, 89–

93, 128, 161
Demons, 21, 97, 130, 176 n. 112, 266. See also Ghosts 

(spirits of the dead); Index of Egyptian Deities, 
Apophis

xAtyw-demons, 276–77 n. 21, 313 n. 235
Demotic (language and script), ch. 6 passim
Demotic literature, 339

Inaros-Petubastis Cycle, 342 n. 65
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Setne Khaemwas (Setne I), 342 n. 65
Dendera, 124, 131 n. 55, 193 n. 206, 214 n. 308, 273 n. 

3, 291 n. 105, 321 n. 288. See also Khoiak fes-
tival

Destruction. See Damned, Horizon
Place of. See Index of Egyptian words Htmyt, “Place 

of Destruction”
Determinatives, 20–21, 51–52, 65, 101–3, 121, 140, 

269, 287, 327, 352–53 and passim
Disk (solar), passim
Djedkare Izezi, 33, 38–39
Djer, 277
Dra Abu el-Naga, 145 n. 131, 208
Dreams, 5, 155 n. 187, 167, 342, 349
Drowning, 191 n. 196, 195, 199, 218
Duat. See also Index of Egyptian words, d(w)At, “Duat, 

otherworld”
architectural features of, 121, 183–84, 192, 241, 

269
as body of Osiris, 61, 182 n. 143, 225–27, 238–39, 

246, 253 n. 496, 267–69, 352
cave(rn)s of, 102, 116, 125 n. 15, 149, 162, 183, 

188, 197–98, 200–201, 203–4, 218, 228–29, 
233–36, 239-4, 243–44, 246, 254, 256, 258. See 
also Index of Egyptian Deities, Sokar, Nun

doors/gate(way)s/portals of, 57–59, 80, 98 n. 143, 
102, 105–8, 111, 131 n. 55, 150, 165, 183, 208–
9, 241, 317, 320. See also Index of Egyptian 
words, arryt, “portal, gateway, forecourt”

"elds of, 105 n. 195, 149, 183, 185, 214. See also 
Index of Egyptian words, sxt iArw, “Field of 
Rushes,” sxt Htp(w), “Field of O&ering(s)”

gatekeepers/guardians/demons of, 130, 149–50
islands of, 104
ladders/staircases to/from, 37, 54–55, 57 n. 205, 

60, 68, 104, 153
lake(s) of, 50 n. 158, 55–56, 104, 109, 110 n. 222, 

261 n. 526, 298 n. 149, 314–15. See also Egyp-
tian Sources, Book of Nut, Dramatic Text

lords of, 152
meteorological phenomena in, 201–2 n. 253
mounds of, 37, 142 n. 118, 149, 189 n. 188, 190–

91, 196, 198 n. 234, 216, 228, 232, 238 n. 426, 
244, 258, 280 n. 42, 320

scholarly debate, 16–23
stellar and solar traditions of, 17–20

E

Ecliptic. See Index of Egyptian words, mr-n-xA, “wind-
ing canal”

Edfu, 124, 190, 274, 321 n. 288, 323
Elephantine, 36

Heqaib chapel, 29 n. 12, 93 n. 113
Qubbet el-Hawa, 81 n. 37, 83

Elpenor, 342, 343 n. 68
Embracing (as condition for rebirth), 46, 53 n. 184, 72, 

87, 138, 152–53, 226 n. 354, 239, 260–61, 292, 
298

Emic vs. etic constructs, 2–3, 12–13, 31 n. 22, 69 n. 272
Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian 

Unity, 14, 22, 23 n. 115, 162 n. 22, 167, 229, 
233, 248, 258, 272, 326. See also Solar-Osirian 
unity; Index of Egyptian Sources, Enigmatic 
Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian Unity

Enkidu, 335–37
Enuma Elish, 331–32
Epicurean philosophy, 350
Er, myth of, 345
Erichto, 348–49
Esna. See Index of Egyptian Sources, Esna
Etana, 336 n. 28
Eteocles, 348
Eurydice, 344
Eye (solar), 38, 243–44, 263. See also Goddess of the 

eye of the sun

F

Falcons, 59, 107, 143 n. 122, 185, 189 n. 186, 200, 220, 
233, 238 n. 426, 255, 282, 285, 308–9, 315 n. 
244, 324

False doors, 95, 129–30 n. 50, 136
Family (in otherworld), 39–40, 82–83, 103 n. 182, 

129–30, 137 n. 94
Fayum, 47 n. 128, 81 n. 39, 179, 281, 283 n. 57
Festivals, 62, 110–11, 112 n. 238, 130, 134, 137 n. 94, 

139. See also Khoiak festival
Final tableau (Schlußbild), 160, 164 n. 36, 174, 204 n. 

260, 222, 227–29, 232–33, 239, 244, 251, 260, 
268, n. 524, 270 n. 555, 272. See also Index of 
Egyptian Sources, Book of Gates ("nal tableau)

Fire. See Cauldrons, Damned, Horizon; Index of Egyp-
tian words, Htmyt, “Place of Destruction,” Tms/
Tmsw, “redness, execration”
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Island of, 48 n. 140, 109, 117, 218
Foreign(ers), 12, 215, 270, 284, 303, 305–6, 318 n. 268
Frontality, 96 n. 134, 221 n. 332, 323
Funerary beliefs and customs. See also Burial, O&er-

ings, funerary
Old Kingdom, 34–41, 89–93
Middle Kingdom, 77–78, 89–97
New Kingdom, 133–39, chs. 4, 5, 6 passim

Funerary literature (Totenliteratur), 3–4

G

Ghosts (spirits of the dead). See Le#ers to the Dead 
Mesopotamia, 333–34, 337–38
Greece and Rome, 341–43, 346–47

Giant "gures (divine), 15 n. 65, 23, 152 n. 173, 229–
32, 234–38, 243 n. 448, 246, 254–58, 260, 
268, 272, 283, 300, 326, 328

Gilgamesh, 333–36
Giza, 36–37, 111, 113 n. 246, 202 n. 255 
Glori"cation spells (sAxw), 27–28, 40, 49 n. 151, 75, 

80, 92, 93 n. 111, 128–29, 165
Goddess of the eye of the sun, 187 n. 170, 198, 221 n. 

331, 309 n. 210
Graeco-Roman otherworld, 339–50

Acheron, 342–43, 347 n. 92
Avernus, 347
burial, 342–44
Cerberus, 347 n. 92
Cocytus, 344 n. 73
Charon, 341 n. 63, 342–43, 347 n. 92
celestial version of, 344–46, 349
contrapasso punishment, 343
Elysium/Elysian Fields, 343–44, 347–49
Erebus, 342, 349
Hades/Dis, 340–45, 347, 349–50
judgment, 343–48
Lethe, 345
Styx, 333, 342, 343 n. 67, 344 n. 73, 347 n. 90
Tartarus, 345, 347, 349

Graeco-Roman period. See also Ptolemaic period
literary and artistic production, 339–40
Egyptian funerary texts, 6 n. 23, 339–40 nn. 48–49
grammaire du temple, 8 n. 135, 97, 170 n. 75
temples, 9 n. 38, 97, 124, 131 n. 55, 193 n. 206

Gra$ti, 80 n. 29, 138 n. 101, 276–77
Greeting, solar, 185, 214 n. 306

H

Hadrian, 22
Hatshepsut, 78, 125–26, 165

tomb (KV 20), 172, 174 n. 103, 177
Deir el-Bahari temple, 85 n. 58, 165, 274, 316

Headlessness, 99 n. 149, 258–59, 199–200 n. 244
Heliodoros, 348 n. 96
Heliopolis, 38, 57, 78, 79 n. 27, 81, 88 n. 84, 100 n. 154, 

107 n. 208, 114 n. 247, 146–47, 152 n. 173, 163 
n. 30, 189 n. 183, 193 n. 209, 202 n. 255, 218, 
228, 273 n. 3, 297 n. 145, 298 n. 151

benben (temple of), 37 n. 61, 193 n. 209, 218
Heliopolitan cosmogony (Ennead), 47 n. 128, 48–49, 

267 n. 549
Hellenistic period. See Graeco-Roman otherworld, 

Graeco-Roman period
Heracles, 341 n. 63, 343
Heraclitus, 345 n. 82
Herakleopolis, 76 n. 12, 148
Hermetism, 10 nn. 40, 42, 23 n. 116, 349 n. 107
Hermopolis. See Deir el-Bersheh
Hermopolitan cosmogony (Ogdoad), 47 n. 128, 48, 

154 n. 182, 192
Hesiod. See Index of Greek Sources, !eogony, Works 

and Days
Hierakonpolis, 69 n. 270
Hieratic (script), 30, 78, 124, 126, 170 n. 173, ch. 6 

passim
Homer, 12 n. 50, 341–43, 347–48
Homeric Hymns, 344 n. 72
Horemheb, tomb (KV 57), 169 n. 70, 207
Horizon (akhet), 21, 52–54, 56–58, 102–3, 109–10, 

120–21, 147, 160, and passim. See also sun 
(god), cycle

Bakhu and Manu (mountains), 152 n. 73
eastern, and punishment of enemies, 33, 184, 195, 

196 n. 229, 202–3, 217–18, 246, 249, 251, 
272, 290, 292 n. 109, 290, 293. See also Index 
of Egyptian words, Axt, “horizon”, Tms/Tmsw, 

“redness, execration,” dSrt, “redness”
and pyramid/necropolis/tomb symbolism, 66–71, 

172, 175–176, 275–81
Hour ritual (Stundenritual), 161 n. 13, 166, 274 n. 8, 

316 n. 253, 325
Hour vigil (Stundenwachen), 68 n. 269, 96 n. 131, 115, 

131 n. 55, 185 n. 161, 318, 324 n. 308
House of Life, 77, 177 n. 116, 241 n. 438
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I

Ibi, 33 n. 37, 70, 76
Igeret. See Index of Egyptian words, igrt, “(realm of) 

silence, necropolis”
Imhet. See Index of Egyptian words, imHt, “Imhet”
Immortality, 2, 17, 43, 71, 104, 155–56, 216 n. 316, 341 

n. 62, 343–46, 349–50
Inertness, 46–47, 69–70 n. 274, 70 n. 280, 199 n. 242, 

231 n. 379, 238, 243, 246, 250, 301 n. 167
Initiation, initiatory (journey), 4–5, 27, 56, 80 n. 33, 84 

n. 55, 112–13, 130–31, 145, 150, 167, 352
Inundation. See Index of Egyptian words, Agbi wr, 

“Great Flood,” mHt wrt, “Great Flood;” Index 
of Egyptian Deities, Nun

Inversion (in the otherworld), 48, 153 n. 174, 164, 199, 
211, 244–45, 256, 258–59, 298, 319

Ithaca, 342 n. 66
Ithyphallic "gures, 190 n. 193, 230–31, 238, 243 n. 

448, 323 n. 303

J

Jackals, 37 n. 59, 211, 213–14, 216, 243, 315, 317. See 
also Lake(s)

Julius Caesar, 348–49
Judgment (of the dead), 81–82, 212, 229 n. 371, 

326, 351. See also Damned; Index of Egyptian 
Sources, Book of the Dead 125, Book of Gates 
(Scene 33); Index of Egyptian Deities, Osiris

K

Ka, 37, 89, 129–30 n. 50, 209 n. 284
Ka-houses, 78–79
el-Kab, 144–45
Karnak, temple, 85 n. 58, 138, 165, 224 n. 343, 274, 316
Kenset, 221
Khendjer, 90–91
Khoiak festival, 22, 117, 131 n. 55, 177 n. 116, 259, 

277, 313 n. 229
Khufu, 37
King as Solar Priest, 165–66, 195 n. 218, 204, 274, 290, 

321 n. 283, 325
Kingship (ideology), 35–39
Knives, 196, 245. See also Lake(s)
Kom el-Hisn, 76, 83
Kom el-Shoqafa, catacombs, 341

Konosso, 306

L

Lake(s),
of the Duat. See Duat
of Fire/Knives, 59 n. 219, 84, 188 n. 179, 192–93, 

212–13
of fresh waters, 261 n. 526
of Jackals, 104, 109, 156 n. 199, 315
of Life, 213, 261 n. 526, 315 n. 243
of the Sky, 314 n. 240
of Uraei, 213

Late Egyptian(isms), 126, 163, 208, 282–83
Le#ers to the Dead, 1 n. 5, 82, 155 n. 187
Libation (water), 111 n. 232, 207, 291, 337 n. 35
Light (vs. darkness), ch. 5 passim. See also Index of 

Egyptian words, kkw-smAw, “complete dark-
ness”

Lions, 192 n. 202
double Lion (Ruty), 152 n. 173, 192 n. 202. See also 

Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of the Dead 17
double sphinx. See Index of Egyptian deities, Aker

el-Lisht, 77, 83
tomb of Imhotep (L–JMH1), 102 n. 171
tomb of Senwosret-ankh, 32 n. 33, 75 n. 2, 91 n. 97
tomb of Wosret (L–Wsr1), 102 n. 171

Litany of Re, 7, 14, 16, 78 n. 20, 161 n. 16, 167, 228, 
287 n. 82. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Litany of Re

Lucan, 348–49
Lucius, 349–50
Lucretius, 350 n. 110
Luxor, temple, 165

M

Maat, 24, 36, 38, 132, 156, 216, 245. See also Cosmog-
raphy, King as Solar Priest

Magic, 10–13, 31, 130–31, 176, 195, 220, 236, 258, 
342 n. 65, 348 n. 101 and passim. 

Manilius, 349
Manto, 348
Maps, 84–85 nn. 57–58, 131 n. 58, 142 n. 118, 256 n. 

506. See also Book of the Two Ways
Wereshnefer, sarcophagus (MMA 14.7.1b), 215 n. 

314, 305–6
Yale University Library *61, 215 n. 314, 304–7
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Marcus Aurelius, 350 n. 110
Marshes, 42, 51 n. 170, 302–3, 333
Measurements (in funerary literature), 149, 182–83, 

270
Mehen (serpent), 152 n. 173, 194–95, 204, 209, 214, 

318 n. 255, 214 n. 308
Meir, 77, 83
Memphis, 27, 40 n. 78, 59, 78, 102, 114, 128 n. 38, 141 

n. 113, 202 n. 265
Mendes, 76, 83, 87 n. 76
Menelaus, 343
Mentuhotep II, 83 n. 50, 102 n. 171
Mentuhotep III, 93 n. 113
Merenptah, 124–25, 178, 227, 282, 315–16

tomb (KV 8), 170, 174 
template, 227 n. 360, 237, 251, 270 n. 555

Merenre, 30 n. 12, 76, 83 n. 50
Meretites II, 29
Mesopotamian otherworld, 331–39

death and burial, 333, 335–38
gates of, 334–37
horizontal vs. vertical perception of, 334–35
journey and roads to, 333, 335–36
judgment, 337
living conditions in, 337–38
netherworld vs. earth (Sumer), 335–36

Mesqet. See Index of Egyptian words, most(t), “Mes-
qet”

Middle Egyptian, 78, 126, 163, 180–81, 208, 283 n. 57
Milky Way, 45, 66. See also Index of Egyptian words, 

most sHdw, “Starry stretch;” Index of Latin 
words, Lacteus Orbis; Index of Egyptian Dei-
ties, Nut

Minos, 343–44
Minyas (Greek epic), 341 n. 63
Mirgissa deposit, 203 n. 256
Monkeys, 216, 222 n. 336
Moon, 35, 87–88, 104, 108, 282 n. 52. See also Book 

of Nut
Mortuary liturgies (Totenliturgien), 3–4, 88, 130
Multiplicity of approaches, 9–10, 21, 71, 95 n. 126, 132 

n. 64
Mummi"cation, 39 n. 72, 54 n. 189, 113, 115, 149, 259, 

312–13, 315
Mummiform "gures, 187, 193–94, 206–7, 212, 215–

16, 230, 238, 252, 254–56, 258–60, 263–64, 
285, 308–9

Music (in the otherworld), 198, 338, 344
Mystery cults (Greece), 343–44, 346, 349–50. See also 

Orpheus, Orphism
Mythical geography, 85, 111, 114, 116, 147–48, 187–

88, 189, 202, 277, 308–10
Mythological papyri, 126–27, 174 n. 103, 178, 208, 

225 n. 343, 227, 243 n. 448, 260 n. 554, 284 n. 
64, 339 n. 44

N

Naref, 148
Nebuchadnezzar I, 332 n. 2
Necromancy. See Index of Greek words, Nekyia, “nec-

romancy”
Nefertari, tomb (QV 66), 132 n. 62, 194, 209 n. 282
Nile 'ood, 46–47 n. 127, 53 n. 185, 116, 188 n. 179, 

308–9. See also Index of Egyptian words, Agbi 

wr, “great 'ood”
Nippur, 337
Niuserre, 39 n. 73, 304 n. 183
Nomes, 305–6
Nuri, 166

O

Odysseus, 341–43, 348–49
O&erings, funerary, 1 n. 5, 32, 39–40, 89, 95–96, 116–

17, 129–30, 142–44, 147–48, 209, 338
Old Egyptian, 30, 45 n. 114, 78, 163, 180 n. 134
Olympus, 343
Opening of the Mouth ritual, 32, 92 n. 107
Orpheus, 344
Orphism, 344–46, 347 n. 94
Ouroboros. See Index of Greek words, Ouroboros, 

“Tail-devouring”
Ovals, 43–44, 169, 190–92, 206, 228–30, 232, 238, 

244, 252, 267–69, 304 n. 184, 323 n. 303. See 
also Index of Egyptian words, (n)nwt, “oval, 
egg”

Ovid, 344 n. 73, 349

P

Paheri, 144–45
Palinurus, 343 n. 68
Papyri

Amenhotep II (Cairo CG 24742), 125
Anhai (BM EA 10472), 225 n. 349



476 A Journey through the Beyond

Ani (BM EA 10470), 149 n. 158, 150 n. 163, 154
Berlin 10480–10482, 83 n. 52, 91 n. 101
Brooklyn 47.218.84, 282 n. 52
Butehamun (Turin 1858), 228 n. 364
Carlsberg I. See Book of Nut
Carlsberg Ia. See Book of Nut
Carlsberg 228. See Book of Nut
Carlsberg 496. See Book of Nut
Denitenbast (Cairo CG 40027), 153
Gardiner papyri, 75 n. 2, 83 n. 52, 91 n. 101
Gatseshen (Cairo JE 95838), 146–47 n. 139, 148 

n. 153
Gold Mine (Turin 1879+1899+1969), 85 n. 58
Golénische&, 84 n. 56, 91 n. 101
Heruheben (Cairo JE 31986), 152 n. 173
Hunefer (BM EA 9901), 149 n. 158
Iahtesnakht (Cologne pAeg. 10207), 148 n. 153
Iufankh (Turin 1791), 127 n. 27, 140 n. 105, 146
Khay (BM EA 9953, B1), 166
Khonsumes (Vienna ÄS 3859), 46 n. 127, 305 n. 185
Nakhtamun (Berlin 3002), 143
Nebimes (BM EA 10281)
Nedjmet (BM EA 10490), 228
Nespasef (Marseille 291), 147 n. 145
Nestanebetisheru (BM EA 10554), 145 n. 133
Nu (BM EA 10477), 148 n. 148
Pashebmutwebkhet (Berlin 3031), 147 n. 139
Pinedjem I (Cairo CG 40006), 125
Qenena (Leiden T2), 150 n. 165
Ramesseum Dramatic Papyrus (BM EA 10610.1-

5), 83–84 n. 52, 180 n. 134
Tui (BM EA 79431), 147 n. 142
Weill, 91 n. 101

Paratextual notations, 14, 32, 78, 80, 128
Patroclus, 342
Pe, 50 n. 154, 60, 114 n. 247
Pepi I, 29, 76, 83 n. 50, 
Pepi II, 76
Perpetuum mobile, 1, 152 n. 73, 160, 171, 182 n. 143, 

210, 242, 272, 326
Personal piety, 136–37, 161 n. 19, 318
Pharsalus, 348
Philae, 22, 309, 313 n. 229
Phoenix (benu), 153, 232 n. 384
Pig(let)s, 43, 216, 297 n. 141
Pindar, 344, 347 n. 94
Pirithous, 341 n. 63

Plato(nism), 344–46, 347 n. 94, 349 nn. 104, 107
Plutarch, 345 n. 81
Pompeius Magnus, 348
Pomponius Mela, 347 n. 90
Poqer, 277
Priests (Egyptian), 11, 12 n. 50, 33, 38, 93, 131. See also 

King as Solar Priest
Primordial ocean. See Index of Egyptian Deities, Nun
Ptolemaic period, 44 n. 105, 126–27, 316. See also 

Graeco-Roman period
Punt, 85 n. 58. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 

Book of Nut (Text A)
Puri"cation, 31, 50, 56, 80, 104, 148–50, 291, 299, 

312–15. See also Libation (water)
Pyramids, 36–39 and ch. 2 passim. See also Pyramid Texts
Pyramid Texts, 13, 27–73 and passim. See also Index of 

Egyptian Sources, Pyramid Texts
composition and dating, 30–31
and Co$n Texts, 79–81
and pyramid architecture, 66–71
typological structure, 32–34

Pythagoreanism, 344–45, 347 n. 94, 349 n. 107

Q

Qadesh, 85 n. 58

R

Ramesses II, tomb (KV 7), 169 n. 70, 170, 
Ramesses III

tomb (KV 11), 279 n. 34
Medinet Habu temple, 124, 165, 274, 316, 323, 325

Ramesses IV, tomb (KV 2), 278–79, 281, 316, 
Ramesses VI, tomb (KV 9), 169, 173 n. 98, 175–76, 

251, 279 n. 36, 280, 316–17, 322
Ramesses VII, tomb (KV 1), 275 n. 13
Ramesses IX, tomb (KV 6), 146, 173 n. 98, 175–76, 

279–80, 316. See also Index of Egyptian Sourc-
es, Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the So-
lar-Osirian Unity

ostracon CG 25074, 323
Rams, 87 n. 76, 162, 185, 197–98, 230–32, 236, 240–

41, 243–44, 246, 251, 255, 262, 266, 319
Rebirth, passim. See also Index of Egyptian Deities, 

Nut; General Index, Horizon, Sun (god)
sounds, 192, 198, 201
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Reincarnation. See Orphism
Rhadamantys, 344
Roda (Nilometer), 228, 316
Rome, 346–50
Romulus, 349
Rosetau, passim. See also Index of Egyptian words, 

rA-sTAw, “Rosetau,” imHt, “Imhet”

S

Sa% el-Henna, 313
Sais, 127 n. 27, 202
Saqqara, 27, 39 n. 76, 77, 92 n. 106, 102 n. 173, 111, 

129 n. 47, 134 n. 70, 165, 202 n. 255, 274 n. 5
tomb of Bakenrenef, 274 n. 5
tomb of Hermeru, 92 n. 106
tomb of Mereruka, 39 n. 76
tomb of Metjen, 40 n. 82
tomb of Pasherientaisu, 165
tomb of Ptahshepses, 39 n. 73

Sarcophagi
Merenptah (in situ), 46 n. 124
Nakhtnebef (Berlin 7), 266
Padi-Isis (Berlin 29), 237 nn. 415–16
Seti I (SM M470), 207
Tauher (MMA 86.1.30), 323, 325
Teti (in situ), 94 n. 115
Tjaihorpata (CG 29306), 228, 234, 235 n. 403, 237 

nn. 415–16, 255–56, 265
Wereshnefer. See Maps

Scarab (solar). See Index of Egyptian deities, Khepri
Scipio, 349
Seneca, 350 n. 110
Senet (board game), 150 n. 165
Senwosret II, 96, 97 n. 135

pyramid (Fayum), 81, 179
Senwosret III, 282

pyramid complex (Dahshur), 81 n. 40, 91 n. 98, 180
reform, 77–78, 133
tomb. See Abydos

Seti I, tomb (KV 17), 169 n. 70, 170
Osireion. See Abydos, Osireion (Seti I)

Seti II, tomb (KV 15), 279 n. 34, 324 n. 307
Sextus Pompeius, 348
Shabtis, 77 n. 16, 124, 151
Sibyl of Cumae, 343 n. 68, 347–48, 350 n. 109
Simmias, 345 n. 81
Siptah, tomb (KV 47), 323, 324 n. 307

Shades, 256, 264–66
Shadow-clock (Osireion), 285, 295 n. 134, 296 n. 138, 

299, 307
Sheikh ‘Abd el-Qurna, 125 n. 14
Sinuhe, 73
Sitz im Leben, 34, 71, 128
Snakes, 148, 164, 185, 188–89, 191, 193–94, 200–201, 

204–5, 209, 211, 218, 220, 230–31, 233–36, 
243, 258, 263, 321. See also Mehen; Index of 
Greek words, Ouroboros; Index of Egyptian 
Deities, Apophis

Protection against, 30, 32–33
Snefru, 37
Socrates, 341 n. 62, 345, 346 n. 84
Solar-Osirian unity, 14–15, 20, 206 n. 267, 216 n. 315, 

257. See also Index of Egyptian words, (D)bA-

Dmd, “united ba;” Index of Egyptian deities, 
Re-Osiris (union)

Stars, passim. See also Decans; Index of Egyptian words, 
i.xmw-wrD “Unwearying Stars,” i.xmw-sk, 

“Imperishable Stars,” sbA waty, “Lone Star”
as "sh, 110 n. 222, 298 n. 149, 315. See also Index 

of Egyptian Sources, Book of Nut (Dramatic 
Text)

Star-clocks (diagonal), 21 n. 105, 96, 120, 276, 310
Statius, 348–49
Stoicism, 350
Sumer, 333, 335, 337
Sun (god), passim. See also Index of Egyptian Deities, 

Re
burial of, 38 n. 71, 114 n. 247, 147, 193 n. 209, 202 

n. 255, 218, 297 n. 145, 298 n. 151
cycle, 4–5, 19–21, 152 n. 173, 288–300 and passim

Swimming, 42 n. 93, 50, 218 n. 325. See also Stars (as 
"sh); Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of Nut 
(Text E)

T

Taharqa, 165–66, 274, 316, 323
Tanis, 126 n. 26, 275 n. 12, 306 n. 190

tomb of Osorkon II, 316, 323
tomb of Sheshonq III, 316, 323

Tawosret/Sethnakht, tomb (KV 14), 209 n. 282, 227, 
324 n. 307

Tebtynis temple library, 281, 282–83 n. 57, 324 n. 308
Temples, mortuary, 4, 37, 136 n. 82, 165–66, 325
Temples, solar, 37–39, 163 n. 30, 304 n. 183
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Teti, 29, 33, 39 n. 75, 94 n. 115
(eban tombs ())

) 24 (Nebamun). See Egyptian Sources, Urk. 4
) 27 (Sheshonq), 165
) 33 (Padiamenope), 165, 179 n. 122, 208, 228, 

251 n. 486, 282, 316
) 34 (Montuemhat), 282
) 49 (Neferhotep), 137 n. 92
) 61 (Useramun), 161 n. 16, 173, 176–77
) 71 (Senenmut), 161 n. 16, 135 n. 81
) 82 (Amenemhat), 125 n. 14
) 87 (Minnakht), 125 n. 14
) 100 (Rekhmire). See Egyptian Sources, Urk. 4
) 131 (Useramun), 161 n. 16
) 132 (Ramose), 316, 323
) 158 (Tjanefer), 161 n. 16, 166, 193 n. 209, 207–8
) 192 (Kheruef). See Egyptian Sources, Urk. 4
) 197 (Padineith), 228 n. 360, 251 n. 486
) 223 (Karakhamun), 274 n. 5
) 240 (Meru), 102 nn. 171, 173
) 279 (Pabasa), 282
) 290 (Irunefer), 194 n. 212
) 319 (Neferu), 76 n. 12
) 335 (Nakhtamun), 194 n. 212, 323
) 336 (Neferrenpet), 194 n. 212
) 353 (Senenmut), 125 n. 14, 161 n. 16, 274
) 410 (Mutirdis), 208, 316, 273–74 n. 4, 275 n. 

12, 280, 282, 308
(ebes, 77, 102, 123 n. 1, 124 n. 10, 125–26, 128 n. 38, 

133–39, 142–43, 147, 180, 316
ritual landscape, 138–39
non-royal tombs, 133–37. See also (eban tombs 

())
royal tombs (Valley of the Kings), 167–76 and ch. 

5, passim, 278–80. See also under the names of 
individual rulers

(eron of Akragas, 344
(eseus, 341 n. 63
(utmosis I, 

tomb (KV 38), 161, 172, 174 n. 103, 177
Tombos stela. See Index of Egyptian Sources, Urk. 4

(utmosis III, 14, 78, 125–26, 161 n. 16
tomb (KV 34), 163, 167 n. 63, 168, 172–73, 176–

77, 180, 183 n. 149, 250 n. 482
(utmosis IV, tomb (KV 43), 169
Timekeeping. See Decans
Tiresias, 342–43, 348–49

Titans, 340 n. 56, 344
Tjenenet (shrine), 141
Troy, 343, 347
Trygaeus, 345
Turin Canon, 38 n. 67
Tutankhamun, tomb (KV 62), 126, 169, 170 n. 73

second shrine. See Index of Egyptian Sources, Enig-
matic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian 
Unity

U

Umma, 336 n. 23
Underworld Books, 14–15, 159–67 and passim. See 

also Amduat, Book of Caverns, Book(s) of the 
Earth, Book of Gates, Cosmography

composition and dating, 162–63
liturgical component, 165–67
psychoanalytical interpretations, 166–67
ritual-initiatory character, 3, 165 n. 44, 167
and tomb architecture, 167–76

Ur, 334 n. 11, 335 n. 21, 337–38
Ur-Namma, 336–38
Utnapishtim, 333 n. 7

V

Virgil, 344, 348–350

W

Wadi Hammamat, 85 n. 58
Wahkare Khety, 76 n. 12
Wenamun, report, 304 n. 183
Wenis, 27–28, 30, 31 n. 22, 32, 33, 39 nn. 73, 75, 69–

70, 92 n. 107. See also Index of Egyptian Sourc-
es, Pyramid Texts (PT 263)

West, 18, 62, 64, 107, 138–39, 141, 144, 146, 148, 152, 
187–88, 196–97, 200, 211–12, 224, 240, 253, 
197–98, 303, 314, 325–26, and passim. See also 
Cardinal points

Woseribre Seneb-kay, 124 n. 12

Z

Zagros (mountains), 335–36
Zeno of Citium, 350 n. 110
Zodiac, 304 n. 183, 314 n. 240
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Index of Deities 

Egyptian

Aker, 56–60, 152 n. 173, 160, 162, 190–92, 230–31, 
243, 249–50, 260, 261 n. 528, 268

Amun/Amun-Re, 137–38, 224 n. 343
Hymn to, 147 n. 141

Andjety, 112
Anubis, 18, 37 n. 59, 57, 59, 60 n. 223, 98 n. 143, 113, 

188, 216, 232 n. 384, 258, 315
Apophis, 21 n. 106, 87, 118, 148 n. 147, 184, 194–97, 

209 n. 284, 213, 219–20, 229, 245–46 n. 458, 
263, 293, 318, 324, 352

Aten, 134–35
Atum, 4, 48, 53, 83 n. 48, 97, 99, 103 n. 182, 106, 132 n. 

64, 145, 150, 188 n. 176, 192 n. 202, 196, 201, 
232, 243 n. 447, 262–63, 267 n. 549, 319, 321, 
324 n. 305. See also Re-Atum

Geb, 44, 48, 56–57, 59–61, 103 n. 182, 147, 190 n. 193, 
227 n. 354, 231, 232 n. 384, 261 n. 526, 283 nn. 
58, 60, 287, 297 n. 141, 305 n. 187, 313 n. 232, 
315 n. 242. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of Nut (Dramatic Text)

House of, 312, 313 n. 235
Ha, 306 n. 189
Hapy, 65 n. 249, 145
Hathor, 120 n. 282, 221 n. 331, 260 n. 525, 273 n. 3

Hathor-Imentet (Goddess of the West), 138, 278 n. 
28, 323 n. 301

She Who Faces Her Lord (xft-Hr-nb=s), 138
Heh/Hehet, 47 n. 128, 109, 204, 321
Heka, 209
Heqet, 278 n. 29
Horus, 35, 39, 54, 57–59, 61, 83, 107, 112, 198, 206, 

210, 231, 256 n. 506, 306, and passim
of the Duat, 45 n. 120, 50 n. 158, 52–53, 61, 104, 

185, 196–97, 199, 202, 220, 267 n. 549, 319 n. 
278

of Edfu (Behedeti), 267, 294, 305, 308 n. 205
of the Horizon (Harakhty), 52, 145 n. 133, 147 n. 

139, 151 n. 169, 185, 195 n. 218, 232 n. 387, 
233, 276 n. 21

as Khenti-menit-ef, 64
sons of, 96, 97 n. 135, 149 n. 158, 254 n. 502

Imenrenef, 224 n. 343
Ipy/Taweret, 138

Isis, 60, 64, 96, 189, 191, 195, 239, 266–67, 278, and 
passim. See also Index of Egyptian Sources, 
Book of Gates, "nal tableau, Book of the Night, 
Hour 12, Book of the Day, Hour 1

cult of (Graeco-Roman period), 339 n. 47, 349–50
Khentiamentiu, 18, 37, 200
Khepri/Kheprer, 4, 50 n. 154, 106, 132 n. 64, 185, 188 

n. 179, 190–94, 196, 200, 203, 205–6, 220, 226, 
232, 236 240, 246 n. 458, 263, 266, 290, 292–
93, 296 n. 136, 321, 324 n. 305

Khepri-Re-Atum, 194
Khnum, 284 n. 63, 290
Maat, 24, 36, 38, 132, 156, 216, 245
Meretseger, 138 n. 97
Meskhenet, 62 n. 236, 278 n. 29
Nedi, 64
Nefertem, 48 n. 140
Neith, 44 n. 109, 46 n. 124, 284 n. 63
Nekhbet, 170 n. 75, 283, 309
Nephthys, 60, 64, 96, 189, 239, 246, 266–67, and pas-

sim. See also Index of Egyptian Sources: Book 
of Gates, "nal tableau; Book of the Night, Hour 
12; Book of the Day, Hour 1

Nun, 46–48, 103, 109–10, 148–49, 162, 164, 173, 175, 
181, 187, 192–93, 198–200, 204, 218, 268, 
287, 290, 294, 320–21, 328 and passim. See also 
Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of Nut (Texts 
L, Dd)

arms of, 205 n. 265, 223–25, 237, 245, 250 n. 480, 
260, 266

cavern of, See Index of Egyptian Sources, Book(s) 
of the Earth (Scene 5)

and Osiris. See Osiris
Nunet, 48–49, 66, 72, 99–100, 110, 116, 120, 154, 201, 

204, 266–67
Nut, 20, 42–50, 55, 61–63, 65–67, 71–72, 109, 120–21, 

138, 151–54, 190–93, 203–4, 206–7, 219–27, 
253–54, 264–68, 271–72, 352–53 and passim. 
See also Hathor; General Index, Books of the Sky

and Milky Way, 44–45, 66
as sarcophagus/co$n, 46, 95–97, 174 n. 104, 267–

68, 278
and Shetayt, See Shetayt
She Who Hides Her Lord (HApt-nb=s), 138 n. 99, 

278
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Osiris, passim
Embalming Hall of. See General Index, Awakening 

of Osiris and the Transit of Solar Barques
engendering role of, 83, 210, 226–27, 238–39, 267, 

291
Judgment Hall of. See Index of Egyptian Sources, 

Book of Gates (Scene 33)
and Nun/water, 56, 207, 224–25, 237–38. See also 

Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of Nut (Texts 
F, J, Aa); Index of Egyptian words, Agbi wr, 

“great 'ood,” rDw, “e*ux”
and Orion, 19, 35, 55, 61–63
and Re. See Re-Osiris (union)
Wennefer, 144

Ptah, 59
Re, passim. See also General Index, Sun (god)
Re-Atum. See Egyptian Sources, Co$n Texts 1138
Re-Osiris (union), 20, 68 n. 265, 87–89, 118, 120, 

130–31 n. 55, 132, 140–41, 160, 164, 174, 
176–77, 181–82, 185 n. 161, 193–94, 209–10, 
211 n. 287, 218, 230, 232, 239, 244, 246, 249–
50, 252–53, 256–58, 263, 276–78, 318, 351. 
See also Index of Egyptian words, (D)bA-Dmd, 
“united ba;” General Index, Solar-Osirian unity

Sekhmet, 318 n. 267
Seth, 54, 57–58, 195 n. 218, 212 n. 298, 263
Shetayt, 214, 231–32, 234–38, 240, 246, 256–59, 263, 

271–72, 300, 307 n. 194, 328, 352. See also 
Index of Egyptian Sources, Book of Caverns, 
Scene 50, Book(s) of the Earth (Scene 56)

Shu, 48, 102, 195, 205–7, 293, 301 n. 168, 305 n. 187. 
See also Index of Egyptian Sources, Amduat 
Hour 12, Book of Gates "nal tableau, Book of 
Nut, Dramatic Text; General Index, Arms (cos-
mic)

Book of (CT 75–83), 48 n. 135, 83 n. 48
supports of, 150, 297

Sia, 209
Sokar, 59, 99, 111–12, 134, 160, 173–74, 176 n. 116, 

179, 188–92, 200–201, 214 n. 308, 217, 268, 
309

cavern. See Index of Egyptian Sources, Amduat 
Hours 4–5; Index of Egyptian words, imHt, 
“Imhet,” (n)nwt, “oval, egg,” rA-sTAw, “Rosetau”

Sopdet/Sothis/Sirius, 19, 52–54, 61, 96 n. 132, 104 n. 
187, 282, 309 n. 210

heliacal rising of, 282, 289 n. 88, 310 n. 214

Sopdu, 306 n. 189
Tatenen, 162, 198, 205–6 n. 265, 214, 231–32, 242 n. 

443, 246 n. 459, 260–61, 320
Tefnut, 49, 152 n. 173
(oth, 57, 77, 87, 98, 115–16, 142, 147, 148 n. 148

Book of, 241 n. 438 
Wadjet, 170 n. 75
Wepwawet, 315 n. 244

Mesopotamian 

An(u)/Anum, 332 n. 3
Dumu(zi)/Tammuz, 334 n. 15, 335 n. 18, 337 n. 36, 

338. See also Index of Mesopotamian Sources, 
Death of Dumuzi, Inanna Myths

Ea/Enki, 332, 334 n. 15
Enlil, 332 n. 3. See also Index of Mesopotamian Sourc-

es, Enlil and Ninlil
Ereshkigal, 332 n. 4, 334 n. 14, 336. See also Index of 

Mesopotamian Sources, Nergal and Ereshkigal
Inanna/Ishtar/Astarte (Venus), 283 n. 58, 334–38. See 

also Index of Mesopotamian Sources, Inanna 
Myths

Lugala’abba, 333 n. 7
Marduk, 331–32
Nergal/Erra, 336 n. 23, 337–38. See also Index of Mes-

opotamian Sources, Nergal and Ereshkigal
Ninĝishzida. See Ninĝishzida’s Journey to the Nether-

world
Ninlil. See Index of Mesopotamian Sources, Enlil and 

Ninlil
Ninmug, 333 n. 7
Nungal, 336 n. 23
Tiamat, 331–32
Utu/Shamash, 334

Greek and Roman 

Apollo, 343 n. 68, 347
Chaos, 48, 342 n. 65, 347 n. 93
Charon, 341 n. 63, 342–43, 347 n. 92, 
Chronos, 340
Demeter, 341

Hymn to, 344 n. 72
Dionysus (Zagreus), 344
Gaea, 340 n. 56, 344
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Hades/Pluto (Lat. Orcus), 340–45, 347, 349–50
Hermes, 341
Kore/Persephone (Lat. Proserpina), 341, 342 n. 64, 

344
Okeanos, 48, 333 n. 6, 342–43
Poseidon, 340
Proteus, 343
Tethys, 333 n. 6

Uranus, 340 n. 56, 344
Venus, 349

as Morning Star, 45 n. 120, 52–53, 58, 60, 104. See 
also Index of Mesopotamian Deities, Inanna/
Ishtar/Astarte (Venus)

as planet, 334 n. 15, 335, 338
Zeus, 340, 343, 347 n. 93

Index of Ancient Words
(Selected Terms and Phrases)

Egyptian 

  #
Ax, “trans"gured spirit,” 1, 13, 24, 27, 33, 40, 50, 57–58, 

61, 64, 65, 67–68, 70, 80, 92, 99, 110, 115, 128–
29, 150, 172, 291, 351

Axt, “horizon,” 49–50, 105–7 and passim. See also 
msot(t), “Mesqet;” General Index, Horizon, 
Sun (god) cycle

Agbi wr, “Great Flood,” 48 n. 140, 64–65, 206–7

  ¦
(i)Ax(w), “brilliance, radiance, brightness,” 49–50, 102, 

106, 108, 320
(i)ar, “to climb up, ascend,” 188, 214–15
iwf, “'esh,” 186, 190–92
iwr, “to conceive,” 61–63
imy dwAt, “that which is in the Duat,” 16, 159
imAx, “trans"gured being/state,” 88, 144
imHt, “Imhet,” 116–18, 134, 142–45, 148, 155–56, 

173–74, 188–92. See also rA-sTAw, “Rosetau;” 
Index of Egyptian Sources, Amduat Hours 4–5

i.xmw-wrD “Unwearying Stars,” 42, 64
i.xmw-sk, “Imperishable Stars,” 18–19, 42, 43 n. 104, 

45, 53, 55, 64, 151, 197
igrt, “(realm of) silence, necropolis,” 115 n. 250, 187–

88, 200, 223, 234, 253–54, 255–56

 å
at imnt, “hidden chamber,” 174, 176–77, 182, 189, 

198, 214, 258, 351

am, “to swallow, devour,” 43, 201 n. 252, 216 n. 316, 
273 n. 2

arryt, “portal, gateway, forecourt” 109 n. 216, 182, 
184–85, 202, 211, 218–19

 w

wbA, “to (split) open,” 42 n. 88, 103, 105 n. 193, 107, 
109, 116 n. 261, 117, 142, 144, 146, 148, 185, 
213, 216–17, 242–43, 262–63, 289–90, 296, 
303. See also nHp(w) “dung/clay ball, po#er’s 
wheel,” kkw-smAw, “complete darkness”

  b

biA, “(meteoric) iron, sky,” 41–42 n. 87, 45 n. 119, 59

  p

pt, “sky,” 41–42 and passim. See also Index of Egyptian 
Deities, Nut

pt Hrt/xrt, “upper/lower sky,” 88 n. 84, 99 n. 153, 153–
54

pt tA dwAt, “sky, earth, Duat,” 22, 103, 133–34, 146–47, 
196

pAwt, “primeval state,” 121 n. 287, 294
pna, “to turn over,” 298
prt m xrw, “going forth by day,” 123–24, 129, 137. See 

also General Index, Book of the Dead
pXr, “to go around, encircle,” 31, 220

  m

manDt, “Day-bark,” 42, 64, 105, 108, 201, 203–4, 205 n. 
265, 225–26, 260, 317 n. 265, 321
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mr-n-xA, “winding canal,” 41–42, 52, 57–59, 105
mHt wrt, “Great Flood,” 44
ms(i), “to give birth,” 61–63 and passim
msxnt, “birthplace,” 62 n. 236, 278 n. 29
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207
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hn, “chest,” 190, 192, 196, 243–44

  H
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HkA(w), “magic,” 11–12, 195 n. 218, 209
Htp, “to (go to) rest, se#le,” 132 n. 62, 141 n. 112, 228 
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244–46, 255, 259–63, 300

  X
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  x
Xt, “body, belly, womb,” 47, 100 n. 155 and passim
XAt, “corpse,” 27 n. 2, 142, 186 n. 166, 198 n. 234, 243–
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205 
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breathe,” 308
sxt iArw, “Field of Rushes,” 42, 58, 61–62, 145, 151, 

155–56, 214
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sxd, “to be inverted,” 152 n. 174, 199–200 n. 244, 

235 n. 403
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115, 160, 190 n. 193, 236, 238, 243–44, 257, 
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  S
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303–7
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kkw-smAw, “complete darkness,” 109, 184, 202–3, 
205–6, 211, 216–18, 224, 300, 319. See also 
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  T

Tms/Tmsw, “redness, execration,” 202, 225

  d

dwA, “morning (worship),” 21, 52
d(w)At, “Duat, otherworld,” passim
dwAt Hrt, “Upper Duat,” 18, 22, 99–100, 116, 118, 120, 

134, 233, 235–37, 254–55, 257, 259–60, 264, 
271–72, 276–77, 300, 307 n. 194, 325–26
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mH, “nest,” 303 n. 180
rA-a-Htp, “descendant,” 314 n. 240
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335–36, 338–39
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n. 448, 268, 293

Book of Caverns

Division 1 230–31
Scenes 1–2 230
Scene 9 230, 244 n. 451
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Hour 6  195 n. 218
Hour 8  195 n. 224
Hour 12 319 n. 276, 325–26

Book of the Dead (BD)

1B  141
2  142
4  148 n. 148
6  124 n. 9
6B  148
9  117, 142–43, 148 n. 148
13 (= 121) 129 n. 44
15  146 n. 135, 151
15BII  152–53
15BIII  145–46
17  87 n. 76, 130 n. 54, 141, 148, 150, 151  

 n. 168, 152 n. 173, 194 n. 212, 203 n. 257
30  124 n. 9
58 (= 122) 129 n. 44
64  115 n. 250, 131 n. 55, 132 n. 63, 144  

 n. 127, 152 n. 173, 194 n. 212
72  142 n. 118, 151 n. 168
73  143
75  142
78  143 n. 123, 148 n. 148
79  99 n. 153, 154
85  155
89  154
99  152 n. 174
110  131 n. 58, 151
115  142 n. 118
125  82, 131, 149, 155, 210, 229 n. 371, 351
126  142 n. 118, 148
127  146
133  154

134  153 n. 181
137  115 n. 252
146  143 n. 120, 148 n. 153
148  147
149  142 n. 118, 151 n. 169, 149, 151 n. 169,  

 153 n. 180
150  142 n. 118, 149
151  31 n. 23
162  147, 193 n. 209
168A  87 n. 75
169  153 n. 180
175  149, 212 n. 297
176  151 n. 168
180  146, 153, 206 n. 265
182  147
186  138
190  157 n. 43

Book(s) of the Earth

Scene 1 249, 250 n. 480, 251
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Scene 68 243 n. 448, 250
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Scene 14 213

Hour 4  213–214
Scene 16 213, 315 n. 243
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Scene 60 218–19

Hour 10 204, 219–21
Scene 66 219–20
Scene 67 195 n. 223, 221
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Ninĝishzida’s Journey to the Netherworld

ll. 29–37  337 n. 35

Udugh
˘

ul-incantations 

ll. 846–854 334 n. 13

Ur-Namma A

l. 76     336 n. 28
ll. 76–87, 92–96, 132–144  337–38
l. 83     337 n. 34
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Greek

Agamennon (Aeschylus) 

4–7  344–45

Aithiopika (Heliodoros)

6.12–15 348 n. 96

Argonautica (Apollonius Rhodius)

2.734–42 347

Iliad (Homer)

8.13–16 347 n. 93
23.61–107 342
23.99–101 341 n. 62

Metamorphoses (Apuleius)

2.21–30 348 n. 96 
11.1–30 349–50

Odyssey (Homer)

4.561–570 343, 344 n. 76
10.487–495 341–42
10.504–515 342 n. 64
11.9–21 342
11.22–151 342
11. 34–37 342 n. 65
11.47–50 342 n. 65
11.155–159 343 n. 67
11.204–208 341 n. 62
11.465–540 343
11.568–575 343
11.581–600 343 n. 69
11.601–626 343
24.1–10 341 n. 62
24.11–18 342 n. 66

Olympian Odes (Pindar)

2.55–56 344 n. 77
2.68–83 344 and n. 76

Peace (Aristophanes)

832–835 345

Phaedo (Plato)

67d  346 n. 84
77b  345 n. 81
107d–108c 345 n. 81
113a–114a 345 n. 81
109b–110a, 114bc 345–46

Republic (Plato)

10.614–621 345

!eogony (Hesiod)

116–124 342 n. 65, 347 n. 93
311–313 347 n. 92
361, 385–390 333 n. 6, 343 n. 67
453–819 340 n. 56
717–819 347 n. 93
736–745 345 n. 82
767–774 347 n. 92
807–814 345 n. 82
969–974 341 n. 57

Works and Days (Hesiod)

168–173 343 n. 71

Latin 

Aeneid (Virgil)

6.264–547 344, 347
6.298–304 347 n. 92
6.325–330 343 n. 68
6.347–371 343 n. 68
6.384–425 347 n. 92
6.548–581 347 n. 93
6.548–892 347
6.566  344 n. 76
6.700–701 341 n. 62
6.893–896 342–43 n. 67, 350 n. 109

Astronomica (Manilius)

753–804 349

De Chorographia (Pomponius Mela)

1.103  347 n. 90
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Georgics (Virgil)

4.467–503 344 n. 73
4.493  347 n. 91

Metamorphoses (Ovid)

10.1–85 344 n. 73
14.101–153 347 n. 93
14.805–828 349
15.745–842 349

Pharsalia (Lucan)

6.333–830 348–49

Republic (Cicero)

6.9–26  349

!ebaid (Statius)

4.443–644 348–49
12.815–817 349 n. 102


