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PREFACE

Since its discovery two centuries ago, the temple of Ramesses II “the Great” in Abydos, although there have
been studies of some of its chapels, wall scenes, and inscriptions, no attempt has been made to present a compre-
hensive, full-scale treatment. To fill this major gap, in 2007 we embarked on a project with the ultimate goal to
make available a comprehensive, convenient, up-to-date study covering all aspects of the temple and its precinct.
This series of volumes was intended to serve as an important contribution to our knowledge of ancient Egyptian
temples and their activities, particularly those of the reign of Ramesses II, focusing on his first years. This work
will provide as well new perspectives on the role of the Temple of Ramesses II within the context of the sacred site
of Abydos, its monuments, and festivals during the Ramesside period and later times.

Our multidisciplinary approach employed an extensive variety of disciplines that included epigraphy, philol-
ogy, art history, iconography, history, archaeology, and conservation. We knew at the time it would be a formi-
dable effort for a monument of this size but were convinced and motivated by its significance for our knowledge
of ancient Egyptian temples and religion during the Ramesside period.

As a first step, we inaugurated an architectural and epigraphic documentation project under the auspices of
New York University, Department of Middle Eastern Studies and later by the New York University-Institute of
the Study of the Ancient World (NYU-ISAW). This first stage culminated in the publication of our first volume in
two parts in 2015, which presented a complete rendering of all the inscriptions preserved on the temple walls in
the form of graphic images in the form of digitalized line drawings, each accompanied by a corresponding color
photograph of that scene. The publication offers the reader an opportunity to access convenient, updated views of
the wall reliefs and architectural details together in one volume. We then embarked on volume 2, which is in effect
a continuation of the first volume in the same format, to present certain remaining temple elements not included
in the first volume namely the pillars, chapel niches, fragments, and other miscellanies.

We subsequently turned our attention to the next phase, which is the publication of this third volume, an in-
depth analysis of the existing data as well as fresh new information obtained in the field that presents a synthesis
of four approaches, namely, examining the temple from the viewpoints of architecture, philology, religious his-
tory, and archaeology.

Chapter 1 gives the reader a clear understanding of the temple’s site, layout, and its physical features dealing
with the broader context of its location and orientation within the sacred landscape of Abydos. This is followed
by an examination of the architectural characteristics and construction details of the temple with a discussion of
its various building materials in an attempt to appreciate their diverse levels of symbolism. Hypothetical archi-
tectural reconstructions of some of the temple’s now-missing details are envisaged, in the hope that this will raise
awareness concerning the conservation and restoration needs of this monument.

The aim of chapter 2 is to site the Temple of Ramesses II within the complex religious environment of Abydos
and its sacred landscape. The Osiris Festival and the role that the processional barques and images played in the
defining ritual of the Abydene region are the main subjects of the chapter. Of course, the nature of Osiris and his
iconography are necessarily important elements of this discussion. Since the images of Osiris and those of other
deities suffered extensive damage in the Ramesses II temple, it is necessary to draw upon the temple of his father
Sety I, which is located nearby. The complex influence that his father’s monument had as a model is often hard to
evaluate, as is the degree to which Ramesses intended his temple to assume the more important position within
the ritual landscape of Abydos.

As a barque chapel, this temple served as a key staging point for the great Osiris Festival and its important
procession, among the most important of all ritual events in the Egyptian religious calendar during the Rames-
side period. At the center of all cult service within the temple and the focus of the processions was the ssm(w)
“divine image,” a term that receives an in-depth philological study within the context of this temple in order to
distinguish between its several meanings.

ix
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These topics are closely connected to the subject of popular religion, a religious-social phenomenon that has
left numerous traces at this temple and furthermore is a characteristic feature of the Ramesside religion. Proces-
sional images were the chief means of communication between humanity and the gods, for both the royal, official
religion and for popular religion.

An unusual aspect of this temple is its ritual Staircase leading to the roof. There is evidence in the Ramesses
temple that the rooftop area had an important role in several rituals performed at the temple, including some
mentioned or alluded to in several of the chapels, with special emphasis on the New Year.

Chapter 3 presents a description and analysis of the rooms on the Raised Portico and the interior rooms be-
yond the Granite Gateway, according to the order in which they are treated in Porter-Moss, Topographical Bibli-
ography, which follows a counterclockwise path around the temple, beginning with Chapel O at the South side of
the Portico Terrace and ending with Chapel P at the southeast corner of the First Hypostyle Hall, or Court B, but
employing Mariette’s alphabetical nomenclature for these rooms, which number sixteen in all. This chapter com-
prises the bulk of this volume. The temple’s rooms were not all chapels in the sense of being primarily reserved for
cult service. Some rooms were primarily intended for storage. There appears to have been an unknown number
of spaces for worship and cult activity on the roof, which was accessed by means of the Staircase at the southwest
corner of Court B. Although the temple was designed and situated to operate primarily as an elaborate way sta-
tion for processional barques that were stationed in the chapels on the Raised Portico and the three large chapels
at the rear of the temple, some of the subsidiary rooms may have housed smaller cult images. In a few instances,
cult statues may have been permanently installed. The chapter translates all texts in each room, describes and
analyzes its reliefs explaining the room’s purpose within the ritual life of the temple and, more broadly, Abydos.

Chapter 4 catalogs the large corpus of graffiti inscriptions carved or drawn throughout the temple walls, in
pictorial format as well as Egyptian in its hieroglyphic and hieratic scripts, Coptic, and Greek arranged according
to their type. The translation and analysis of these inscriptions, which are provided by Dr. Hana Navrétilové, offer
a fascinating insight into the comments left by ancient visitors to the temple during various periods over a wide
expanse of time.

There are still several other topics that are not included in this volume due to a lack of space and because
some of the photos and line drawings are not available at this time. We are currently preparing a fourth volume
that will include the treatment of the inscriptions on the exterior temple walls, Court A, Court C, Chapel S, pil-
lars, and the free-standing chapel in the First Court designated as “X”. We will also present the various discoveries
made during our 2019 and 2020 seasons, which included the structure we have designated as the temple-palace
outside the South Wall, its contiguous ten mud-brick magazines, the foundation deposits, and our own interpre-
tations and some hypothetical reconstructions of architectural features and associated religious practices. Some
of these discoveries provide important insights into the history of the temple during the Ptolemaic and Late-
Roman periods.

In the end, this volume could not have been accomplished without the generous contribution of many insti-
tutions and individuals. First, we would like to express our deep appreciation for the privilege bestowed on us by
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and the Supreme Council of Antiquities for granting us the permission
to work in Abydos since 2007. The generous cooperation of the members of the Sohag Department of Antiqui-
ties under its dynamic General Director Mr. Ashraf Okasha, Mr. Mohamed Naguib Director of the Baliana office,
their predecessors and inspectors over the years who were crucial to the production of this work.

The generous academic support of the NYU-ISAW for which we are indebted under the directorship of Prof.
Alexander Jones, his predecessor Prof. Roger Bagnal, Dr. Diane Bennet, associate director for administration, Dr.
Marc LeBlanc, assistant director for academic affairs for facilitating our work at the Institute, Dr. Tom Elliott and
Kristen Soule for support and assistance in connection with IT services and programs, Dr. David Ratzan and Mr.
Gabriel McKee for the generous library services.

We would also like to recognize here the generous contributions of the institutions and authors who have
generously provided give us with permissions to include their photos and schematics in this publication.

The scholarship and expertise of Dr. Hana Navratilova is greatly appreciated in providing the translation and
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commentary of the graffiti presented in chapter 4. Thanks to Prof. David O" Connor for his gracious advice over
the years that helped us get the project off the ground. Also, for the generosity of Dr. Dieter Arnold who was al-
ways available for issues related to the monument’s architecture as well as his valuable comments and responses.
Special thanks to Ms. Beth Kushner of the Wilbour Library at the Brooklyn Museum, who has been very support-
ive in supplying us with scans of research material, Mr. Ayman Damarany, Dr. Katherine Eaton, Dr. Marianne
Eaton Krauss, Ms. Biri Fay, Dr. Benedict Davies, Dr. Andreas Effland, Prof. Mary-Ann Pouls Wegner, Dr. Ilona
Regulski, Dr. Alexa Rickert, Prof. Anthony Spalinger, Prof. Josef Wegner, Prof. Jennifer Houser Wegner, Dr. Adela
Oppenheim, Prof. Ann Macy Roth, Prof. Martina Ullmann, Prof. Peter Brand, and Dr. Heather McCarthy, who
acted as our director of epigraphy for several seasons, and to Dr. Mohamed Osman for his scholarly expertise and
planning throughout the documentation project. Deep appreciation goes to engineer Sylvia Iskander and her as-
sistant architect Eman Fares for their ceaseless efforts devoted to the architectural research, plans, and insightful
hypothetical schematics, as well as to Mr. Fred el Ghanian for his generous support.

Also many thanks must go to our excavation and surveying team headed by the energetic field director Es-
sam Shehab with his vast experience, Mohamed Ahmed (Khateeb), Hussien Rekaby, surveyor Amr Zakaria, epig-
rapher Ahmed Abdel Latif, as well as conservators Eman Zidan and Ahmed Tarek for their superb restoration
work.

Needless to say, all our fieldwork operations at the site could not have been possible without Ahmed Rageb
and his tireless Dig House staff, Rayess Mohamed Ibrahim and his experienced Gufti team together with the en-
ergetic Abydos workforce, where no task is impossible, and for all of whom we are indebted.

We are grateful to Dr. Sue H. D’Auria for organizing and editing this volume with her valuable comments and
attention to detail, and also to Dr. Briana Jackson for editing the manuscript with such precision and patience.

Last but not least, many thanks go to Dr. Billie Jean Collins of the Lockwood Press and her dedicated team
for their efforts and attention in producing this volume.

Sameh Iskander
Ogden Goelet
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Handbuch der Orientalistik

Edwards, L. E. S. Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae, etc, Part 8. London: British
Museum. Dept. of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, 1939.

James, T. G. H. The British Museum: Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae etc. Part 9.
London: British Museum, 1970.

Bierbrier, M. L. Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae, etc., part 10. London: British
Museum, 1982.

Internet-Beitrige zur Agyptologie und Sudanarchiologie

Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions

Journal of the American Oriental Society

Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt

Journal of Egyptian Archaeology

Journal of the Near Eastern Studies

Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities

King’s name

Kitchen, K. A. Ramesside Inscriptions. 8 vols. Oxford: Blackwell, 1969-1990.
Konigtum, Staat und Gesellschaft frither Hochkulturen

Lexikon der Agyptologie. Edited by W. Helck et al. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1972
1992.

Lepsius, R. Denkmidiler aus Agypten und Nubien. 12 vols. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1849-1858.
Lepsius, R. Denkmiiler aus Agypten und Nubien, Text. 5 vols. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1897~
1913.

Leitz, Ch., ed. Lexikon der Agyptischen Gotter und Gétterbezeichnungen. OLA 110-116.
Leuven: Peeters, 2003.

Lingua Aegyptia: Journal of Egyptian Language Studies

Marburger altertumskundliche Abhandlungen

Miinchner Agyptologische Studien, Berlin.

Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archdiologischen Instituts Abteilung Kairo

Meeks, D. Année Lexicographique. 2nd ed. 3 vols. Paris: Cybele, 1980-1982.
Mitteilungen des Instituts fiir Orientforschung

Metropolitan Museum Journal

Material and Visual Culture of Ancient Egypt

Ostracon

Orbis biblicus et orientalis

Oriental Institute Communications

Oriental Institute Publications

Oriental Institute Seminars

Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta

Oudheidkundige Mededelingen uit het Rijksmuseum van Oudheden te Leiden
Orientalia, new series

Papyrus



PA
PM

PMMAEE

PN
Ranke, PN 1

RARG

RdE
RGRW
RITA
RITANC

RT

RTI
Sign-list

SAGA
SAK
SAOC
SASAE
SAT
SSR
..

s.v.
TLA
TN
TTS
UGAA
Urk. IV

VA
WAW
Whb.

YES
ZAS

ABBREVIATIONS XXIII

Probleme der Agyptologie

Porter, B., and R. L. B. Moss. Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian Hiero-
glyphic Texts, Reliefs and Paintings. Oxford: Griffith Institute, 1960.

Publications of the Metropolitan Museum of Art Egyptian Expedition

Personal (nonroyal) name
Ranke, H. Die dgyptischen Personennamen, Vol. 1: Verzeichnis der Namen. Glickstadt:

Augustin, 1935.

Bonnet, H. Reallexikon der dgyptischen Religionsgeschichte. 2nd ed. Berlin: de Gruyter,
1971.

Revue d’Egyptologie

Religions in the Graeco-Roman World

Kitchen, K. A. Ramesside Inscriptions Translated and Annotated. Oxford: Blackwell, 1996-.
Kitchen, K. A., and B. G. Davies. Ramesside Inscriptions Translated and Annotated Notes
and Comments. Oxford: Blackwell, 1996-.

Recueil de travaux relatifs a la philologie et a larchéologie égyptiennes et assyriennes,
Paris.

Reflectance Transformation Imaging

Gardiner, A. H. “List of Hieroglyphic Signs.” Pages 438-548 in Egyptian Grammar. 3rd
ed. rev. Oxford: Griffith Institute, 1957.

Studien zur Archdologie und Geschichte Altagyptens

Studien zur altdgyptischen Kultur

Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilizations

Supplément aux Annales du Service des antiquités de I'Egypte

Studien zum Altagyptischen Totenbuch

Studien zur spatdgyptischen Religion

sub numero

sub voce

Thesaurus Lingua Aegyptiae. www. Aaew.Bbaw.de/Tla

Temple name

The Theban Tombs Series

Untersuchungen zur Geschichte und Altertumskunde Agyptens

Sethe, K. Urkunden des Neuen Reiches, historisch-biographische Urkunden. Fascicles
1-16. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1906-1909. Continued by W. Helck, fascicles 17-22. Berlin:
Akademie, 1955-1958.

Varia Aegyptiaca

Writings from the Ancient World

Erman, A., and H. Grapow. Worterbuch der dgyptischen Sprache. 5 vols. Leipzig: Hin-
richs, 1926-1955.

Yale Egyptological Studies

Zeitschrift fiir Agyptische Sprache und Altertumskunde



A NOTE ON INTERNAL CROSS REFERENCES TO THE PLATES

The analyses and descriptions in this book are keyed to illustrations in the two volumes of plates, Iskander and
Goelet, Temple of Ramesses 1I, vol. 1, part 1: Exterior Walls and Courts, and vol. 1, part 2: Chapels and the First
Pylon. Internal references to these scenes will thus appear as 1.1 or 1.2:page number. Each section of the temple’s
walls has an alphanumerical designation that will precede this information in the reference. A scene such as the
one illustrated below would be cited as “K5; vol. 1.2:348”

Within the context of the introduction to a section of the commentary of a chapel, a scene will have a more
complete title that includes the plate number and is also linked with the table of contents:

3.5.2.6. Rear (North) Wall of Chapel K
KS5; pl. 4.5.9; vol. 1.2:348.
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