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“This audacious Phoenician did not stop
pondering in his mind the problem of navigation.
In himself, he ceaselessly agitated the Ocean.”

Paul Valéry, Eupalinos or The Architect, 1923
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Preface

The history of Phoenicia is little known, widely scattered, and frag-
mented. Narrating it poses a challenge as the Phoenicians were spread
out over the whole of the Mediterranean world for roughly a thousand
years. The sources of documentation available are multiple, disparate,
intermittent, and all in all extremely limited. What a paradox for a peo-
ple that invented the alphabet to have left behind so few written traces!
Archaeological exploration of Phoenician sites is also limited, as they are
buried under the modern cities of Lebanon with a few in Syria and Israel.
Sometimes construction work or building restorations bring to light
some ancient remains, a narrow window on the past. If the Antiquities
Authority is alerted in time, it can carry out salvage excavations before
the bulldozers move in. This was how, in 1969, the Lebanese archaeol-
ogist Roger Saidah discovered in Beirut, at the bottom end of Martyrs’
Square on a building site next to the old Rivoli cinema, some rich Bronze
Age tombs and a superb stonework sphinx, engraved with the name of
the Pharaoh Amenemhat IV, who ruled around 1772-1764.” He wrote,
and not without bitterness: “This dig will most likely be the last op-
portunity for archaeologists to study the history of the ancient city.”
However, history was to prove him wrong: the civil war which ravaged
Lebanon from 1975 to 1985 totally destroyed the city center of Beirut,
enabling archaeologists from all over the world to carry out excavations
before reconstruction work started. This was how the Phoenician city of
Berytus was miraculously resurrected.

Up until now, no Phoenician specialist has risked writing a history
of Phoenicia focusing both on historical events and the socioeconomic
facets of the civilization.

Only a small number of general books have been published about
the trade, industry, religion, art, and writing of this supposedly myste-
rious people, offering just a few pages of what is, at best, a “historical
overview.” Despite the difficulty of this task, I have decided to take on

* The dates mentioned are all BCE (Before Common Era) unless stated otherwise.
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the challenge. I wanted to unwind a common thread in this impassable
and arcane labyrinth that I have been visiting for more than thirty years
now. I think the reader will be able to follow me with the help of the
chronological frame of Phoenicia’s history that I have endeavored to
weave. [ have presented the core of this history, based on the most
recent research developments, so as to make it understandable and eas-
ily accessible. When several interpretations were possible for the same
event, I have opted for the one which, to me, seemed the most plausible.
I have pointed out the uncertainties when I was simply unable to get off
the fence. The history of Phoenicia spans a period of nearly nine centu-
ries, between 1200 and 332. I have centered it essentially on Phoenicia
and its colonies, giving a brief mention to the history of the Punic city of
Carthage and its colonies.

Which Phoenicia are we talking about? Which region of the globe
are we in, and in what era? Indeed, even though the history of Phoenicia
started in 1200, what happened in this region before then? We know
that it was inhabited since prehistoric times when, around 5300, Byblos
was a Neolithic fishing village, and that the site was occupied contin-
uously thereafter. Between 1200 and 883, Phoenicia enjoyed an excep-
tional period of independence. Our knowledge of that period is very
hazy, hence the reference sometimes made to the “dark age,” just like
the corresponding period in ancient Greece. Yet, this was Phoenicia’s
golden age, as, it was not again to enjoy another genuine period of
independence. After 883, it was continuously dominated by the great
powers of the moment and its own history became embroiled in theirs. It
fell successively under Assyrian domination from 883 to 610, then under
Babylonian domination from 610 to 539, and lastly under Persian dom-
ination from 539 to 332, the latter date traditionally marking the end of
its history. The region subsequently went through periods of Greek dom-
ination, then Roman, then Byzantine, then Turkish, before concluding
with French colonization. It was not until 1943 that Lebanon, the princi-
pal successor of ancient Phoenicia, finally became an independent state.



Phoenicia before 1200
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Phoenicia from 1200 to 332
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Table 1. Chronology of the proto-Phoenician kings

ca. 1721-1710
late 17th-early
16th century
end 17th-early
16th century
end 17th-early
16th century
end 17th-early
16th century
16th century
16th century
ca. 1360-1330

ca. 1300-1200
ca. 1213-1203

(Yantin-Ammu)
[limma-yapi
Abishemu II

Yapa-Shemuabi
Akery

Akay (Egliya)
Kain

Rynty

Rib-Hadda
Ili-Rapih

Yapah-Hadda

Ammunira

Yabni-...
Zimredda

Addu-Yashma
Addumu
Anniya?
Yapa-Addu
Addu-...

Dates Kings of Byblos | Kings of Beirut | Kings of Sidon Kings of Tyre
ca. 2600-2300 Baalat-rum?
ca. 2046-2038 Ibdati
ca. 1818-1773 Abishemu I
ca. 1772-1764 Ibshemuabi
ca. 1737-1733 Reyen
(Yakin-Tlu)
ca. 1721-1710 Inten

Baal-Shiptu I
Abimilku

Baal-Shiptu IT
Baal-Targumu
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Table 2. Chronology of the Phoenician kings

Dates Kings of Arwad | Kings of Byblos Kings of Sidon Kings of Tyre
ca. 1090 Zakerbaal Weret or Mekmer | Weret or Mekmer
1050-1000 Ahiram (ca. 1000)

1000-950 Ithobaal Abibaal (< 970)
(ca. 1000-970)
Yehimilk Hiram I
(ca. 970-950) (ca. 970-936)
950-900 Abibaal (ca. 943) Baleazoros
(ca. 935-918)
Elibaal (ca. 922) Abdastratos
(ca. 918-909)
Methusastratos
(ca. 909-897)
900-850 Shipitbaal I Astharymos
(ca. 900) (ca. 897-889)
Phelles
Mattanbaal I (ca. 889-888)
(853) Ithobaal I
(ca. 888-856)
850-800 Balezoros
(ca. 848-830)
Mattan I
(ca. 830-821)
800-750 Pumiyaton
(ca. 821-774)
Milkiram?
(ca. 750)
Ithobaal II
(ca. 740)
750-700 Mattanbaal II Shipitbaal II Hiram II
(ca. 734-732) (ca. 737-732) (ca. 739-730)
Mattan II
(ca. 729)
Abdileti Urimilk I Ithobaal Luli
(ca. 701) (ca. 701) (ca. 701) (ca. 728-695)
700-650 Mattanbaal III Milkyasap Abdilmilkot Baal I
(ca. 673) (ca. 673) (ca. 677) (ca. 677-671)
Yakinlu
(ca. 670-660) Assyrian
Ozbaal I (> 660) Province
650-600 (677-610)
600-550 Ithobaal IIT

(ca. 591-573)
Baal IT
(ca. 572-563)
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Table 2, continued. Chronology of the Phoenician kings

Dates Kings of Arwad | Kings of Byblos Kings of Sidon Kings of Tyre
Eshmunazar [ Period of the judges
(ca. 575-550) (563-556)
Eknibal/Chelbes/
Abbar
(ca. 563-562)
Matta /Gerashtart
(ca. 561-556)
Return of the kings
Balazor
(ca. 556)
Maharbaal
(ca. 555-552)
550-500 Tabnit Hiram III
(ca. 550-540) (ca. 551-533)
Amoashtart Ithobaal IV?
(ca. 539) (> 532)
Eshmunazar II
(ca. 539-525)
Bodashtart
(ca. 524-515)
Yatonmilk?
(after 515)
500-450 Ozbaal 1I? Shipitbaal I1I Anysus? Hiram 1V?
(< 480) (ca. 500) (before 480) (< 480)
Maharbaal (480) | Urimilk II Tetramnestus Mattan III (480)
Yeharbaal? (480)
450-400 Yehawmilk
(ca. 450) Baalshillem 1
(ca. 425)
Abdamon
Elpaal Baana
Ozbaal Baalshillem II
400-350 (ca. 400) (401-366)
Abdashtart I
(365-352) Abdashtart
Urimilk III Tennes (after 354-350)
350-333 Aynel (351-347) Ozmilk
Evagoras IT (349-333)
Gerashtart (346-343)
(339-333) Abdashtart II
Aynel? (342-333)
After 333 Gerashtart Abdalonym Ozmilk
Abdashtart?
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