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the history of the phoenicians, explorers and merchants, is little 
known. What a paradox for this ingenious people, who invented the alphabet, 
to have left so few written traces of their existence. Their literature, recorded on 
papyrus, has disappeared. And yet this civilization fired the imagination of its 
contemporaries—the Jews in particular—inspiring terror among the Romans 
and Greeks, who depicted them as a cruel people who practiced human 
sacrifice. Their clients were the pharaohs and the Assyrians, their ships criss-
crossed the Mediterranean, laden with the luxuries of the day such as wine, oil, 
grain, and mineral ore. Buried beneath the modern cities of Lebanon, and a few 
of Syria and Israel, Josette Elayi has resuscitated ancient Phoenicia.

josette elayi is a historian and researcher with degrees in Hebrew, Aramaic, 
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“This audacious Phoenician did not stop
pondering in his mind the problem of navigation. 

In himself, he ceaselessly agitated the Ocean.”

Paul Valéry, Eupalinos or The Architect, 1923
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Preface

The history of Phoenicia is little known, widely scattered, and frag-
mented. Narrating it poses a challenge as the Phoenicians were spread 
out over the whole of the Mediterranean world for roughly a thousand 
years. The sources of documentation available are multiple, disparate, 
intermittent, and all in all extremely limited. What a paradox for a peo-
ple that invented the alphabet to have left behind so few written traces! 
Archaeological exploration of Phoenician sites is also limited, as they are 
buried under the modern cities of Lebanon with a few in Syria and Israel. 
Sometimes construction work or building restorations bring to light 
some ancient remains, a narrow window on the past. If the Antiquities 
Authority is alerted in time, it can carry out salvage excavations before 
the bulldozers move in. This was how, in 1969, the Lebanese archaeol-
ogist Roger Saïdah discovered in Beirut, at the bottom end of Martyrs’ 
Square on a building site next to the old Rivoli cinema, some rich Bronze 
Age tombs and a superb stonework sphinx, engraved with the name of 
the Pharaoh Amenemhat IV, who ruled around 1772–1764.* He wrote, 
and not without bitterness: “This dig will most likely be the last op-
portunity for archaeologists to study the history of the ancient city.” 
However, history was to prove him wrong: the civil war which ravaged 
Lebanon from 1975 to 1985 totally destroyed the city center of Beirut, 
enabling archaeologists from all over the world to carry out excavations 
before reconstruction work started. This was how the Phoenician city of 
Berytus was miraculously resurrected.

Up until now, no Phoenician specialist has risked writing a history 
of Phoenicia focusing both on historical events and the socioeconomic 
facets of the civilization.

Only a small number of general books have been published about 
the trade, industry, religion, art, and writing of this supposedly myste-
rious people, offering just a few pages of what is, at best, a “historical 
overview.” Despite the difficulty of this task, I have decided to take on 

* The dates mentioned are all BCE (Before Common Era) unless stated otherwise.
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the challenge. I wanted to unwind a common thread in this impassable 
and arcane labyrinth that I have been visiting for more than thirty years 
now. I think the reader will be able to follow me with the help of the 
chronological frame of Phoenicia’s history that I have endeavored to 
weave. I have presented the core of this history, based on the most 
recent research developments, so as to make it understandable and eas-
ily accessible. When several interpretations were possible for the same 
event, I have opted for the one which, to me, seemed the most plausible. 
I have pointed out the uncertainties when I was simply unable to get off 
the fence. The history of Phoenicia spans a period of nearly nine centu-
ries, between 1200 and 332. I have centered it essentially on Phoenicia 
and its colonies, giving a brief mention to the history of the Punic city of 
Carthage and its colonies.

Which Phoenicia are we talking about? Which region of the globe 
are we in, and in what era? Indeed, even though the history of Phoenicia 
started in 1200, what happened in this region before then? We know 
that it was inhabited since prehistoric times when, around 5300, Byblos 
was a Neolithic fishing village, and that the site was occupied contin-
uously thereafter. Between 1200 and 883, Phoenicia enjoyed an excep-
tional period of independence. Our knowledge of that period is very 
hazy, hence the reference sometimes made to the “dark age,” just like 
the corresponding period in ancient Greece. Yet, this was Phoenicia’s 
golden age, as, it was not again  to enjoy another genuine period of 
inde pendence. After 883, it was continuously dominated by the great 
powers of the moment and its own history became embroiled in theirs. It 
fell successively under Assyrian domination from 883 to 610, then under 
Babylonian domination from 610 to 539, and lastly under Persian dom-
ination from 539 to 332, the latter date traditionally marking the end of 
its history. The region subsequently went through periods of Greek dom-
ination, then Roman, then Byzantine, then Turkish, before concluding 
with French colonization. It was not until 1943 that Lebanon, the princi-
pal successor of ancient Phoenicia, finally became an independent state.
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130
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37, 141, 144
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191–92
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296
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Ahura Mazda: Persian deity, 226
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295 
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246–47
Alexander III the Great: king of 

Macedonia, 3, 7, 9, 60, 231, 257, 
265–66, 275, 276–83, 284–85, 289

Amar-Sin: Sumerian king of Ur III, 50
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Amasis: pharaoh, 201, 210, 213, 215, 
223–24
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Amel-Marduk (Evil-Merodach): king 

of Babylon, 209–210 
Amenemhat I: pharaoh, 52
Amenemhat II pharaoh, 52–53
Amenemhat III: pharaoh, 55, 63
Amenemhat IV: pharaoh, ix, 56, 62
Amenhotep II: pharaoh, 62 
Amenhotep III pharaoh, 63, 66–67, 

70, 90
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raoh, 67, 70, 73, 78 
Ammishtamru III: king of Ugarit, 64
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Transjordan, 193
Ammunira: king of Beirut, 73–75, 

295
Ammurapi: king of Ugarit, 64–65
Amoashtart: co-regent of Sidon, 230, 

232, 290, 297
Amun: Egyptian deity, 61, 67, 78, 82, 

93, 101–3, 194
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8, 9, 38, 47–51, 93
Amos: biblical prophet, 142, 149 
Amyntas: officer of Alexander, 276, 

279
Amyrtaeus: pharaoh, 255
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the Great, 7 
Anniya: king of Sidon?, 83, 295
Antalcidas: Spartan general, 258–59
Antigonus the One-Eyed: Macedonian 
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Anu: Assyrian deity, 106
Anysus: king of Sidon?, 237, 297
Apiru (Habiru): migrant populations, 

70–71, 77, 80–81, 85, 94
Apis bull, 224
Appuashu: king of Pirindu, 209–10
Apries (Hophra): pharaoh, 195–96, 

200–201 
Arameans, 95–96, 105–7, 118, 187, 

193, 211 
Ariaspes: son of Artaxerxes II, 264
Ariobarzanes: satrap of Persis, 283
Ariobarzanes: satrap of Phrygia or of 

Dascylium, 260–61
Aristagoras: tyrant of Miletus, 235 
Aristotle: Greek philosopher, 97, 276

Arrian: Greek historian, 276–80
Arsames: Persian satrap of Egypt, 240 
Arses. See Artaxerxes IV 
Artaxerxes I: king of the Persians, 

239–40, 246
Artaxerxes II (Mnemon) king of the 

Persians, 252, 254–61, 263, 265–66
Artaxerxes III (Ochos): king of the 

Persians, 264–66, 270, 272–75
Artaxerxes IV (Arses): king of the 

Persians, 274
Artobarzanes: eldest son of Darius 

I, 236
Aryandes: Persian satrap of Egypt, 

224
Asher: Israelite tribe, 117–18, 121
Ashtart (Astarte): Phoenician deity, 

13, 120, 131, 138, 213, 230–33, 284
Ashtart-name-of-Baal: Phoenician 

deity, 230
Ashurbanipal: king of Assyria, 173–

82, 290
Ashur-bel-kala: king of Assyria, 

107–9, 112 
Ashur-dan II: king of Assyria, 108 
Ashur-dan III: king of Assyria, 141 
Ashur-etil-ilani: king of Assyria, 181
Ashur-nadin-shumi: king of Babylon, 

166
Ashur-nirari V: king of Assyria, 141, 

144
Ashurnasirpal II: king of Assyria, 

129–31, 144
Ashur-uballit II: king of Assyria, 182
Astarte. See Ashtart
Astharymos: king of Tyre, 122, 296
Astyages: king of the Medes, 215
Athaliah: queen of Judah, 132 
Athenaeus: Greek author, 17
Aten: Egyptian deity, 67
Atossa: daughter of Cyrus II and wife 

of Darius I, 234, 236 
Attalus: officer of Alexander, 276 
Augustine (Saint): Latin author, 5 
Autophradates: Persian satrap, 260, 

277–80
Avienus: Latin author, 17
Ay: pharaoh, 647
Aynel (Enylos): king of Byblos, 275, 

279, 284, 297
Azaryahu: king of Judah, 142 
Azaryahu: king of Samal?, 146 
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Azemilkos. See Ozmilk 
Aziru: king of Amurru, 68, 72–80
Azitawada: king of Adana, 14
Azzibaal. See Ozbaal I

Baal: Phoenician deity, 113, 120, 
132–33, 150, 230, 253, 278, 284

Baal I: king of Tyre, 15, 164–65, 
168–72, 175–77, 290, 296

Baal II: king of Tyre, 200–201, 206–7, 
210, 296

Baal Gubal: deity of Byblos, 113 
Baalat Gubal: deity of Byblos, 6, 

37–43, 47, 51, 53, 70, 73, 113–15, 
194, 241, 253, 288

Baal-Saphon: Phoenician deity, 15 
Baalat-rum: prince of Byblos?, 32, 

295
Baal Shamim: Phoenician deity, 113, 

191 
Baalshillem I: king of Sidon, 249–51, 

297
Baalshillem II (Sakton): king of 

Sidon, 250, 254–56, 259–60, 271, 
297

Baal-Shiptu I: king of Tyre, 75, 295
Baal-Shiptu II: king of Tyre, 83, 295
Baal-Targumu: king of Tyre, 84, 295
Baana: king of Sidon, 249–50, 254, 

297
Baba-aha-iddina: Babylonian, 208 
Bagoas: advisor of Artaxerxes III, 274 
Balator (Balazor): king of Tyre, 210, 

212, 230, 297
Balazor. See Balator
Baleazoros: king of Tyre, 122, 296
Balezoros (Balimanzer): king of Tyre, 

135, 296
Balimanzer. See Balezoros
Bardiya (Smerdis): king of the 

Persians, 223–26
Bar-Gayah. See Shamshi-ilu 
Bar-Hadad I: king of Damascus, 14, 

131 
Bar-Hadad II: king of Damascus, 137 
Baslech: father of the judge Eknibal, 

206
Batis: dynast of Gaza, 283 
Batnoam: mother of king Ozbaal of 

Byblos, 253
Beder: prince of Dor, 101 
Belesys: satrap of Syria, 266

Bel-ibni: king of Babylon, 162
Bel-shadua: Assyrian governor of the 

province of Tyre, 177 
Bel-shar-usur (Belshazzar): son of 

Nabonidus, 210, 214–16
Belshazzar. See Bel-shar-usur 
Benjamin: Israelite tribe, 59, 118 
Berossus: Babylonian priest, 188, 

199, 216 
Bodashtart: king of Sidon, 232–34, 

237, 290, 297

Cadmus: legendary Greek hero, of 
Phoenician origin, 96 

Callias: Greek politician, 240, 245
Cambyses II: king of the Persians, 

223–25, 231–32, 234, 243
Carthalon: priest of Carthage, 225
Chabrias: Athenian general, 256, 259 
Chaldeans, 144, 155, 166
Chelbes: son of Abdaeus, judge of 

Tyre, 206, 297
Cheops: pharaoh, 42, 44–45
Cimmerians, 166, 180
Cimon: Athenian general, 239–40
Coiranos of Beroia: Greek tax collec-

tor, 285
Conon: Athenian admiral, 255–56
Croesus: king of Lydia, 215, 222
Ctesias: Greek historian, 223, 246
Cyaxares: king of the Medes, 182, 

185
Cyrus: son of Darius II, 247, 252
Cyrus II (the Great): king of Anshan, 

then of the Persians, 199, 214–16, 
221–29, 234

Dan: Israelite tribe, 117–18
Darius: son of Artaxerxes II, 264
Darius: son of Xerxes I, 240
Darius I: king of the Persians, 121, 

194, 223, 226–29, 234–36, 239
Darius II (Notos): king of the 

Persians, 246–47, 252, 255
Darius III (Codoman): king of the 

Persians, 265–66, 272, 274, 276–83
Datames (Tarkumuwa): satrap of 

Cappadocia, 260
David: king of Israel and Judah, 113, 

117–22, 131
Demetrius I: king of Macedonia, 285
Denyen: sea people, 89–91
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Denys: Tyrian of Syracuse, 255
Dido. See Elissa
Diodorus (of Sicily) Greek historian, 

16, 141, 195–96, 221, 238, 246–49, 
265, 274, 257, 259, 266, 268–69, 
271–73

Djed-kheper-re: Egyptian, 59 
Djoser: pharaoh, 35, 38 
Dorians: Indo-European people set-

tled in Greece, 90

Egliya. See Akay
Eknibal: son of Baslech, judge of 

Tyre, 206, 297
Ekwesh, 89 
Elamites: population of ancient Elam, 

105, 156–57, 162, 181 
Elibaal: king of Byblos, 113–15, 296 
Elimilk: Assyrian dignitary, 131
Elissa (Dido): Tyrian princess, 138–

39, 290
Elulaios. See Luli
Elpaal: king of Byblos, 252–54, 297
Enkidu, 49 
Enmerkar: Sumerian king of Uruk, 50
Enylos. See Aynel
Esarhaddon: king of Assyria, 15, 

165–74, 176–77, 179–80, 290
Esdras: Judean priest and scribe, 222 
Eshmun: Phoenician deity, 6, 11–12, 

212, 231–34, 249–50, 263, 271 
Eshmunadon, Cypriot minister of 

Tyre, 248
Eshmunazar I: king of Sidon, 213, 

230, 232, 237, 297
Eshmunazar II: king of Sidon, 18, 

213, 230–33, 297
Etruscans: population of pre-Roman 

Italy, 89
Euboeans, 123
Eusebius of Caesarea: Greek histo-

rian, 268
Evagoras I: king of Salamis of 

Cyprus, 248–49, 255–59, 267
Evagoras II: king of Salamis, then of 

Sidon, 266, 272–74, 297
Evil-Merodach. See Amel-Marduk
Ezekiel: biblical prophet, 1, 16, 

196–99, 212

Fenkhu: Egyptian name for the 
Phoenicians, 4

Flavius Josephus: Greek author, 60, 
62, 119–20, 122–24, 131, 133, 135, 
137, 142, 160–61, 188–89, 196, 
199–200, 206, 208, 209–10, 212, 
229–30

Florus: Latin historian, 2

Gaumata: Persian, Magian, 226
Gerashtart: son of Abdelim, judge of 

Tyre, 207, 209, 297
Gerashtart: king of Arwad, 275, 278–

79, 284, 297
Gerashtart. Gerastratos. See 

Gerashtart
Gersaphon: Assyrian dignitary, 180 
Gilgamesh: legendary king of Uruk, 

49–50
Gobryas (Gubaru): Persian satrap, 

222
Gobryas (Ugbaru) Babylonian gover-

nor of Gutium, 215–16
Gedaliah:  Babylonian governor of 

Judah, 196
Gudea: king of Lagash, 49 
Gubaru. See Gobryas

Habiru. See Apiru
Hadad: Aramean/Edomite king, 122
Hadadezer: Aramean king of Zoba, 

118
Ham: son of Noah, 7 
Hannibal: Carthaginian leader, 289
Hannon: Carthaginian navigator, 17
Hanun: Babylonian official, 205
Hanun: king of Gaza, 150, 156
Harasphes. See Herishef
Hatshepsut: pharoah, 61
Hathor: Egyptian deity, 38–40, 45–47, 

57
Hattusili III: Hittite king, 64, 82–83, 

92
Hazael: king of Damascus, 135–37
Hebrews. See Israelites
Henenu: majordomo of the pharaoh 

Mentuhotep II, 52
Heracles: Greek deity, 60, 138, 187, 

280–83, 284, 286
Herihor: priest of Amun, 101, 103 
Herishef (Harasphes): Egyptian deity, 

187 
Hermes: Greek deity, 286 
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16–17, 45, 60, 96, 136, 166, 182, 
195, 210, 215, 221, 223, 225, 228, 
234, 236–38, 251 

Hetepheres I: daughter of pharaoh 
Huni, 42

Hezekiah: king of Judah, 162, 166
Himilcon: Carthaginian navigator, 17
Hippodamus of Miletus: Greek archi-

tect, 19 
Hiram: in Brazil inscription, 17
Hiram: Tyrian bronze maker, 23
Hiram I: king of Tyre, 1, 60, 117–25, 

132, 290, 296
Hiram II: king of Tyre, 149–52, 165, 

296
Hiram III: king of Tyre, 199, 212, 223, 

229, 297
Hiram IV: king of Tyre?, 237, 297 
Hittites, 59, 63–68, 71–74, 77, 81–85, 

89, 91–95, 110, 112, 116, 147, 
287–88 

Homer, 4, 116, 125
Hophra. See Apries 
Hor: commander of Herakleopolis, 

186–87 
Horemheb: pharaoh, 67, 81–82 
Horus: Egyptian deity, 45, 107, 186 
Hoshea: king of Israel 151, 154
Humban-Nikash I: king of Elam, 156
Huni: pharaoh, 42 
Hurrians, 63, 63, 85 
Humbaba: guardian of the cedars in 

the Epic of Gilgamesh, 49–50 
Humban-Nikash I: king of Elam, 156
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Hyksos, 56–57, 59–60 
Hystaspes: son of Xerxes I, 240

Iamani: king of Ashdod, 156 
Iarbas: Libyan prince, 139 
Ibdati: king of Byblos, 50, 295
Ibiranu VI: king of Ugarit, 64
Ibn al-Athir: Arab historian, 269
Ibshemuabi: king of Byblos, 55–57, 

295
Idrieus: dynast of Caria, 272
Ili-ittiya: Assyrian governor, 136
Ilimma-yapi: king of Byblos, 56, 295
Ili-Rapih: king of Byblos, 73, 295
Inaros: king of the Libyans, 240 

Inten (Yantin-Ammu): king of Byblos, 
51, 56–57, 295 

Iphicrates: Athenian general, 258–59 
Iput: widow of the pharaoh Teti, 47 
Irhuleni (Urhilina): king of Hamath, 

134
Isaac: biblical patriarch, 94 
Isaiah: biblical prophet, 59, 163 
Isocrates: Athenian orator, 248–49, 

257
Israel: biblical patriarch, 94
Israelites, 7, 93–96, 118, 125, 117–22, 

131–37, 142, 149–50, 155
Ithobalos. See Ithobaal I
Itti-Shamash-balatu: Assyrian official, 

175–75
Ithobaal: king of Byblos, 110–13, 296
Ithobaal: king of Sidon, 165, 296
Ithobaal I (Ithobalos): king of Tyre, 

62, 122, 131–33, 135, 296
Ithobaal II: king of Tyre, 145, 149, 

296 
Ithobaal III: king of Tyre, 199–200, 

206–7, 290, 296
Ithobaal IV: king of Tyre?, 230, 297 
Isesi: pharaoh, 46

Jacob: biblical patriarch, 94 
Japheth: son of Noah, 7 
Jehohaz: king of Judah, 186 
Jehoiachin: king of Judah, 193, 206, 

209–10
Jehoiada: priest of Judah, 133 
Jehoiakim: king of Judah, 186, 193
Jehu: king of Israel, 132, 135
Jeremiah: biblical prophet, 193, 195 
Jeroboam II: king of Israel, 122, 137, 

142
Jezebel: Tyrian princess, wife of 

Ahab, 1, 23, 132–33
Jehoash: king of Israel, 133, 137
Jehoram: king of Judah, 132 
Jehoshaphat: king of Judah, 132
Josiah: king of Judah, 186, 193
Jotham: king of Judah, 149 
Justin: Latin historian, 7, 58, 92, 138, 

141, 263, 267

Kain: king of Byblos, 57, 295
Kandalanu: king of Babylon, 181
Kaska: population of the Pontus 

mountains, 92
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Kassites: population of the Zagros 
settled in Babylonia, 64 

Keret: legendary king of an Ugaritic 
poem, 60

Khabbabash: pharaoh, 273, 277
Khasekhemwy: pharaoh, 41
Khafra: pharaoh, 45 
Kilamuwa: king of Samal, 14
Kushites: population of southern 

Egypt, 194

Labashi-Marduk: king of Babylon, 
210

Lagids (Ptolemies), 285–86 
Lukka: sea people, 89–90 
Luli (Elulaios): king of Tyre, 160–65

Macrinus: Roman emperor, 39 
Mago: Carthaginian agronomist, 18 
Magon: Carthaginian general, 225 
Magonids. See Magon 
Maharbaal (Merbalos): king of 

Arwad, 237, 297
Maharbaal: king of Tyre, 212, 229, 

297
Malchus: Carthaginian general, 225
Mardonius: commander of the king 

of the Persians Xerxes I, 238 
Marduk: Babylonian deity, 157, 190, 

202–4, 215
Mari: king of Damascus or title of 

Bar-Hadad II, 137 
Mark Antony: Roman politician, 286
Massagetae: population of central 

Asia, 223
Mati-ilu: king of Arpad, 145 
Matinubaal. See Mattanbaal I 
Mattan: Assyrian eponym, 180 
Mattan (Myttynos): judge of Tyre, 

207, 209
Mattan: Tyrian priest, 133 
Mattan I: king of Tyre, 135, 137, 296
Mattan II: king of Tyre, 151, 160, 296 
Mattan III: king of Tyre, 237, 297
Mattanbaal I (Matinubaal): king of 

Arwad, 134, 296
Mattanbaal II: king of Arwad, 148–

49, 296 
Mattanbaal III: king of Arwad, 170, 

296
Mausolus: satrap of Caria, 260 

Mayati (Meritaten): daughter of 
Akhenaten, 78 

Mazaios. See Mazday
Mazday (Mazaios): Persian satrap, 

265–66, 270, 274, 279, 283
Megabyzus: Persian satrap of Syria, 

240 
Mekmer: king of Tyre or Sidon, 101, 

296
Memnon: Greek general from 

Rhodes, 276–77
Menahem: king of Samsimuruna, 162 
Menander of Ephesus: Greek author, 

160, 199
Menkaure: pharaoh, 45
Mentor: chief of the mercenaries of 

Rhodes, 271–73
Merbalos. See Maharbaal
Merneptah: pharaoh, 84, 85, 89, 90, 

93
Merenre I: pharaoh, 47 
Merenre II: pharaoh, 48 
Meresankh: mother of the pharaoh 

Sneferu, 42
Meritaten. See Mayati
Meritites: wife of the pharaoh 

Sneferu, 43
Merodach-Baladan: king of Babylon, 

155–57, 162
Methusastratos: king of Tyre, 122, 

296
Midas: king of Phrygia, 156
Milkashtart: Phoenician deity, 13 
Milkiram: king of Tyre?, 142 
Milkyasap: king of Byblos, 170 

Idalion, 257
Milqart: Phoenician deity, 6, 14, 

60, 96, 120, 132, 138, 141, 225, 
280–82, 284

Miltiades: Athenian general, 235
Moabites, 193
Montu: Egyptian deity, 53
Mentuhotep II: pharaoh, 52
Muawiyah I: Umayyad king, 248
Murashu: family of Babylonian busi-

nessmen, 248 
Mursili II: Hittite king, 64, 81
Mushki: Phrygians, 92, 105, 156, 

198,  260
Muwatalli II: Hittite king, 82
Mycenaeans, 3–4, 89–91, 99–100, 

122, 125
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Myttynos. See Mattan

Nabonidus: king of Babylon, 210–16
Nabopolassar: king of Babylon, 180–

82, 185, 187–88, 203, 215
Nabu: Babylonian deity, 154
Nebuchadnezzar I: king of Babylon, 

105 
Nebuchadnezzar II: king of Babylon, 

187–88, 190–209, 211, 213–14, 216, 
229, 268, 281, 289–90

Nabu-nasir: king of Babylon, 144
Nabu-sharru-usur: Asyrian messen-

ger of Esarhaddon, 174 
Nahum: biblical prophet, 177 
Naram-Sin: king of Assyria, 49 
Neferhotep I: pharaoh, 56
Neferirkara Kakai: pharaoh, 46 
Neferseshemra: Egyptian scribe of 

the royal carpenters, 42 
Nefertiti: wife of the pharaoh 

Amenhotep IV, 67, 78
Nehesy: Egyptian king of the Delta, 

56
Necho I: king of Sais, 173
Necho II: pharaoh, 16, 121, 185–88, 

191–94, 227 
Nectanebo I, 259 
Nectanebo II, 264, 271, 273 
Nepherites: pharaoh, 255
Nergal-sar-usur. See Neriglissar
Neriglissar (Nergal-sar-usur): king of 

Babylon, 209–10
Neshor: Egyptian general, 196 
Nikanor: Macedonian admiral, 277 
Nikokles: king of Salamis of Cyprus, 

262, 265, 273
Nyuserre: pharaoh, 39, 46
Niqmadu II: king of Ugarit, 63, 64, 73
Niqmadu III:  king of Ugarit, 64
Niqmepa V: king of Ugarit, 63
Niqmepa VI: king of Ugarit, 64
Nitocris (Rhodopis): pharaoh, 48 
Noah: biblical hero of the flood, 7 
Nut: Egyptian deity, 57

Ochos. See Artaxerxes III
Ochos. See Darius II
Omri: king of Israel, 131–32
Orontes: Persian satrap, 158
Osorkon I: pharaoh, 109, 114–15
Osorkon II: pharaoh, 131 

Osorkon IV (So?): pharaoh, 150, 154
Otanes: Persian nobleman: 226
Ozbaal: king of Byblos, 252–54, 275, 

290, 297
Ozbaal I (Azzibaal): king of Arwad, 

175, 178, 296
Ozbaal II (Agbalos): king of Arwad?, 

237, 297
Ozmilk (Azemilkos) king of Tyre, 

274, 280–82, 284, 297

Pahamnata: Egyptian commissioner 
of Simyra, 76 

Paltibaal: priest, father of king 
Ozbaal of Byblos, 253

Parmenion: lieutenant of Philip II 
and of Alexander the Great, 276 

Parysatis: wife of Darius II and 
mother of Artaxerxes II, 252 

Pausanias: Greek writer, 286
Peisandros: Greek commander, 255 
Penptah: Egyptian general, 230
Pepi I: pharaoh, 40, 41, 47
Pepi II: pharaoh, 40, 47–58
Pekah: king of Israel, 149–50
Pericles: Athenian politician, 245
Petisis: Egyptian priest, 194
Pharnabazus: Persian satrap, 246, 

247, 255–56, 258–60, 277
Phelles: king of Tyre, 122, 131, 296
Philip II: king of Macedonia, 3, 231, 

267, 269, 273–74, 276 
Philistines: sea people, 89–92, 95, 

113, 118, 146, 149, 152, 156 , 166, 
169, 181

Philo of Byblos: Greek historian, 32, 
213, 286

Philostratus: Greek author, 199
Phocion: Athenian general, 272
Pissuthnes: Persian satrap of Sardis, 

245
Plato: Greek philosopher, 236
Pliny the Elder: Latin author, 7, 18, 

21, 79 
Polycrates: Tyrian from Samos, 224
Polyaenus: Greek tactician, 258
Pomponius Mela: Latin author, 2
Psamtik I: pharaoh, 177, 181, 185–87, 

193
Psamtik II: pharaoh, 192–95
Psamtik III: pharaoh, 224 
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Pseudo-Scylax: Greek author of a 
nautical document, 268 

Ptah: Egyptian general, 213 
Ptolemy I: king of Egypt, 285
Pulu. See Tiglath-Pileser III
Pumiyaton (Pygmalion), king of 

Kition, Idalion and Tamassos, 271
Pumiyaton (Pygmalion): king of Tyre, 

137–38, 140, 142, 296
Punics: Carthaginians, 2, 5, 16, 17, 

207, 225, –13, 15, 27–28, 30, 97–
98, 124–25, 137–41, 200, 207, 223, 
225, 234, 237, 281–82, 289–90

Pygmalion. See Pumiyaton

Qurdi-Assur-lamur: Assyrian gover-
nor (of Simyra?), 163–164, 172

Rahianu. See Rezin
Ramesses I: pharaoh, 82
Ramesses II: pharaoh, 64, 78, 82–83, 

85, 89–90, 110
Ramesses III: pharaoh, 89, 91, 93
Ramesses IV: pharaoh, 93, 99 
Ramesses IX: pharaoh, 103 
Ramesses XI: pharaoh, 93, 101
Ra: Egyptian deity, 39
Reyen (Yakin-Ilu): king of Byblos, 

56–57 , 295
Rezin (Rahianu): king of Damascus, 

149–50
Rhodopis. See Nitocris
Rib-Hadda: king of Byblos, 69–76, 

79–80, 20, 295
Rikish-kalamu-bel: Assyrian governor 

of Byblos or of Gabala, 228 
Rynty: king of Byblos, 57, 295

Sahure: pharaoh, 38, 41, 45–46
Sakton. See Baalshillem II
Samuel: biblical prophet, 118 
Sanchuniathon: Phoenician author, 

286
Sanduarri: king of Kundu and Sizu 

(Cilicia), 167–69
Sarduri II: king of Urartu, 145
Sargon of Akkad: king of Assyria, 49
Sargon II: king of Assyria, 140, 155–

63, 171, 176, 229
Saul: king of Israel and Judah, 118
Scythians, 167, 180–82 

Selampsas: deformed name of an 
Assyrian king, 160

Seleucids, 241, 285–86, 288
Semiramis (Shammuramat): mother 

of Adad-nirari III, 136
Sennacherib: king of Assyria, 140, 

169, 156, 161–66, 180
Sesostris I: pharaoh, 52–53, 63
Sesostris II: pharaoh, 63 
Sesostris III: pharaoh, 44, 53 
Seth: Egyptian deity, 107 
Seti I: pharaoh, 82
Shabaka: pharaoh, 156
Shalmaneser I: king of Assyria, 82, 

106
Shalmaneser III: king of Assyria, 

133–36, 156, 268
Shalmaneser IV: king of Assyria, 141
Shalmaneser V (Ululaiu): king of 

Assyria, 153–55 
Shamash: Phoenician deity, 171, 174, 

211 
Shamash-shum-ukin: king of 

Babylon, 172, 181 
Shammuramat (Semiramis): wife of 

Shamshi-Adad V, 136 
Shamshi-Adad I: king of Assyria, 50
Shamshi-Adad V: king of Assyria, 

136, 147
Shamshi-ilu (Bar Gayah): king of 

Til Barsip and Assyrian governor, 
141–42 

Sharelli: mother of Ammurapi, 64
Shasu, 85
Shebitku: pharaoh, 166 
Shekelesh, 89 
Shem: son of Noah, 7 
Sherden: sea people, 85, 89–91
Sheshbazzar: governor of Judea, 223 
Sheshonq I: pharaoh, 113–14, 122
Shipitbaal I: king of Byblos, 115
Shipitbaal II: king of Byblos, 149
Shipitbaal III: king of Byblos, 229
Siamon: pharaoh, 113–14, 120
Sikalayu. See Tjeker
Sin: Mesopotamian deity, 177, 214–15
Sinuhe: administrator of the harem of 

the pharaoh Amenemhat I, 52 
Sin-shar-ishkun: king of Assyria, 181
Smendes: pharaoh, 93, 101–2, 116
Smenkhare: pharaoh, 78
Smerdis. See Bardiya
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Sneferu: pharaoh, 34, 42–45
So: pharaoh (Osorkon IV?), 154
Sobekhotep: pharaoh, 56
Sobekneferu: pharaoh, 56
Sogdianos: son of the king of the 

Persians Artaxerxes I, 246
Solomon: king of Israel and Judah, 1, 

19, 23, 113, 119–22, 125, 131–32
Stateira: wife of Artaxerxes II, 252
Stephanus of Byzantium: Greek geog-

rapher, 5, 122, 124
Strabo: Greek geographer, 7, 8, 59
Straton. See Abdashtart, Abdashtart 

I, Abdashtart II 
Suppiluliuma I: Hittite king, 64, 67, 

73, 81
Suppiluliuma II: Hittite king, 65, 92
Suteans, 81, 107

Tabnit: king of Sidon, 213, 230–32, 
297 

Tachos: pharaoh, 261, 264 
Taharqa: pharaoh, 167, 171–73
Tanit: Phoenician and Carthaginian 

deity, 17, 96, 212 
Tantamani: pharaoh, 173 
Twosret: queen of Egypt, 99
Taqish-Gula: son of an inhabitant of 

Byblos, 205
Tarkumuwa. See Datames 
Tjeker (Sikalayu): sea people, 99–101, 

111–14
Tefnakht: pharaoh, 150 
Telamon: Greek hero, 248
Tennes: king of Sidon, 266, 270–75, 

279, 297
Teti: pharaoh, 40, 46–47
Tetramnestus: king of Sidon, 237 
Teukros: hero of the Trojan war, 248
Theophrastus: Greek philosopher, 44 
Theopompus: Greek historian, 249 
Thettalion: envoy of the king of 

Sidon Tennes, 272
Thutmose II: pharaoh, 61 
Thutmose III: pharaoh, 59–63, 66, 79
Thucydides: Greek historian, 234, 

246–47
Tiglath-pileser I: king of Assyria, 

105–7
Tiglath-pileser III (Pulu): king of 

Assyria 144–55, 159, 160, 173, 
179–80, 227–28

Timaeus: Greek historian, 139–40 
Tiribazus: Persian satrap, 258 
Tissaphernes: Persian satrap, 246–47, 

255 
Titus Livius: Latin historian, 2 
Tiye: wife of Amenhotep III, 67
Tomyris: queen of the Massagetae, 

223 
Tutankhamun: pharaoh, 63–64, 

66–67, 81
Tukulti-Ninurta I: king ofAssyria, 64, 

107
Tukulti-Ninurta II: king of Assyria, 

130
Tursha: sea people, 89
Tudhaliya IV: Hittite king, 64

Udjahorresnet: Egyptian priest of 
Sais, 224

Ugbaru. See Gobryas
Ululaiu. See Shalmaneser V 
Unas: pharaoh, 46
Urhilina. See Irhuleni
Urimilk I: king of Byblos, 162, 296
Urimilk II: king of Byblos, 241, 297
Urimilk III: king of Byblos, 275, 297
Userkaf: pharaoh, 56 
Userkare: pharaoh, 58

Virgil: Latin author, 139

Wenamun: Egyptian envoy, 100–103, 
106, 111, 116, 125

Werekter: ship-owner from Tanis, 
116, 125 

Weret: king of Tyre or of Sidon, 101, 
296

Weshesh: sea people, 89

Xenophon: Greek historian, 215, 
222–23

Xerxes I: king of the Persians, 236–40
Xerxes II: king of the Persians, 246

Yabni-…: king of Sidon, 76–77, 295
Yahdun-Lim: king of Mari, 50–51
Yahweh: god of Israel, 7, 120, 193, 

199, 221
Yakin-Ilu. See Reyen 
Yakinlu: king of Arwad, 173–75, 178, 

290, 296
Yantin-Ammu. See Inten
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Yapa-Addu: king of Sidon, 83, 295
Yapah-Hadda: king of Beirut, 72, 

74–75, 77, 81, 295
Yapa-Shemuabi: king of Byblos, 57, 

295 
Yatonmilk: king of Sidon?, 234, 297
Yaubidi: king of Hamath, 155
Yeharbaal: king of Byblos?, 241, 297
Yehawmilk: king of Byblos, 39, 241–

43, 245, 297
Yehimilk: son of king Baal I of Tyre, 

176 
Yehimilk: king of Byblos, 112–15, 296

Zebulun: Israelite tribe, 118 

Zakerbaal: king of Amurru, 100
Zakerbaal: king of Byblos, 100–104, 

106, 111, 116, 290, 296
Zakerbaal (Acerbas): Tyrian priest, 

138
Zakutu: wife of the king of Assyria 

Sennacherib, 162, 166, 172–73
Zannanza: Hittite prince, 81
Zechariah: king of Israel, 142
Zedekiah: king of Judah, 193, 195–

97, 200
Zeus: Greek deity, 120, 284
Zimredda: king of Sidon, 77–78, 80, 

161, 295
Zimri-Lim: king of Mari, 51




