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Warrior, mighty builder, and statesman, over the course of his 67-year-long reign 
(1279–1212 BCE), Ramesses II achieved more than any other pharaoh in the 

three millennia of ancient Egyptian civilization.  Drawing on the latest research, Peter 
Brand reveals Ramesses the Great as a gifted politician, canny elder statesman, and 
tenacious warrior. With restless energy, he fully restored the offi ce of Pharaoh to 
unquestioned levels of prestige and authority, thereby bringing stability to Egypt. 
He ended almost seven decades of warfare between Egypt and the Hittite Empire 
by signing the earliest international peace treaty in recorded history. In his later 
years, even as he outlived many of his own children and grandchildren, Ramesses II 
became a living god and fi nally, an immortal legend. With authoritative knowledge 
and colorful details Brand paints a compelling portrait of this legendary Pharaoh 
who ruled over Imperial Egypt during its Golden Age.

Dr. Peter J. Brand (PhD, University of Toronto, 1998) is a professor in 
the Department of History at the University of Memphis. An ancient 
historian and Egyptologist, he specializes in the history and culture 
of ancient Egypt during its imperial age (ca. 1550–1100 BCE). He is 
author of The Monuments of Seti I and Their Historical Signifi cance: 
Epigraphic, Historical, and Art-Historical Analysis (Brill, 2000), and 
has written numerous articles on Egyptian kingship, monumental art 
and construction, history, popular religion, warfare, and diplomacy 
during the late Eighteenth Dynasty and Ramesside period. Since 2001, 
Brand has served as director of the Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project, 
which is recording, conserving, and interpreting hundreds of scenes 
and hieroglyphic texts carved on the walls and columns of the Great 
Hypostyle Hall.
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Preface

Ramesses II was Egypt’s most magnificent, iconic pharaoh. His reign, monumental in 
every way, served as a model for future Egyptian rulers. Indeed, the very name “Ra-
messes” would become synonymous with “Pharaoh,” just as “Caesar” meant “Emper-
or” in Rome. Forty years after Kenneth Kitchen’s seminal Pharaoh Triumphant, we 
have a great deal of new information about the reign of Ramesses II. His revealing, 
sometimes shocking correspondence with the formidable Hittite queen Puduhepa is 
just one example. New books appear frequently about Tutankhamun, Akhenaten, 
Nefertiti, and other Egyptian royalty. The time is ripe for a fresh look at Egypt’s 
ultimate pharaoh. 

This book provides both general readers and scholars with a readable, up-to-date 
survey of Ramesses II. It offers a reassessment of the Nineteenth Dynasty and Egypt’s 
relations with the Hittite Empire, drawing on the latest scholarship and archaeolog-
ical data. While the focus is on Ramesses himself, we will also meet his royal wives 
and children, his high officials, and contemporaries. Several foreign rulers, especially 
the Hittite kings Urhi-Teshub and Hattusili III, and the latter’s consort Puduhepa, 
also share the stage. For readers unfamiliar with all the names of ancient kings, gods, 
places, and things, there is a handy glossary at the back of this book.

Here we will also “dig deeper” into Egyptian archeology, looking at history’s 
actual sources, often eroded and fragmentary, and doing some detective work to see 
what they have to tell us. We will examine key royal monuments—temples, tombs, 
statuary, and stelae. The most iconic and unique are the temples of Abu Simbel, sal-
vaged in the world’s greatest archeological rescue operation. The larger temple, with 
its bold architectural vision, towering colossi, and elaborate relief decoration, is the 
perfect symbol of Ramesses II. It neatly encapsulates the key events and themes of 
his remarkable reign. 

A Word on Egyptian Dates 

The Egyptian calendar consisted of twelve months, each thirty days long, to which 
they added five “extra days,” said to be the birthdays of the gods, to make 365. The 
twelve months were grouped into three seasons: “Inundation Season,” called Akhet in 
Egyptian; the “Season of Emergence,” or Proyet; and “Harvest Season,” called Shomu. 
(“Inundation” referred to the annual flooding of the Nile. “Emergence” referred to the 
sprouting of new crops.) 

Years were numbered by a pharaoh’s “regnal year.” The first year of Ramesses’s 
reign was “regnal year 1,” his last “regnal year 67.” A new pharaoh’s reign began the 
day after the death of the previous pharaoh. Historical events are cited by the year 
of the pharaoh at that time. Due to gaps in the historical record, matching Egyptian 
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regnal years with our Western dating system must be approximate at best. For more 
on ancient dates and chronology, see p. xxxiii.

I II III IV I III IIIII IIIIV IV

30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

Akhet (Axt) Proyet (prt) Shomu (Smw)

Civil New Year’s Day
I Akhet 1

Accession of Ramesses II
III Shomu 27

5 
ex

tra
 d

ay
s

Diagram of the ancient Egyptian calendar showing the civil New Year’s day and Ramesses II’s accession 
day. Each month has 30 days, with five “extra days” added at the end of the civil calendar representing 
the birthdays of the gods.

In this book I have attempted to walk the line between offering a lively, accessible 
account of Ramesses II and providing scholars with an up-to-date assessment. Egyp-
tologists and ancient historians will find in my notes the scholarly citations and com-
mentary they require. Since the special characters Egyptologists use to transcribe the 
ancient language would baffle many readers, I have anglicized key Egyptian words 
and phrases in the main text, but my notes have the Egyptian and Akkadian translit-
erations familiar to experts. 

Ancient texts are usually damaged in some way; seldom are they perfectly intact. 
Reconstructing them can be as much an art as a science. Where a text is damaged, 
it is customary to insert brackets [ ]. Words or parts of words within these brackets 
are damaged or destroyed in the original, but may be restored with various levels of 
confidence. For passages that cannot be restored the reader will see an ellipsis […]. 
In my translations, words in parentheses ( ) are not found in the ancient text, but are 
added to assist the reader in comprehending the meaning or context of the passage.
Most of the translations of ancient Egyptian texts in this book are my own, especially 
those from the Ramesside period. For cuneiform texts in the Akkadian and Hittite 
languages, including the diplomatic letters Ramesses II exchanged with the Hittite 
court, I have relied on published translations by cuneiform specialists.

As a mentor once told me, good history writing should be fine literature. While 
striving to present a balanced and thoughtful analysis of Ramesses II, I do take the 
liberty of recreating three scenes from a participant’s point of view, in the introduc-
tion and chapters five and nine. Hopefully this will enliven the book for most readers 
without trying the patience of my colleagues in Egyptology. 

Ancient history is a messy, uncertain enterprise. We cannot claim to be revealing 
the definitive, objective truth about the past. Rather, as my graduate mentor Bill 
Murnane told me, we are having an ongoing conversation, offering up a “best guess” 
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about what may have been and how it might have occurred. We must accept that 
most of the distant past is lost to us, and be thankful for what we have. 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to friends and colleagues who have 
aided me in this project over the past several years. If I omit anyone due to lapse of 
memory, I am sorry. I am grateful to my colleagues at the University of Memphis, 
Joshua Roberson, Chrystal Goudsouzian, and Bradford Pendley, as well as current 
and former graduate students including Erika Feleg, Dennys O’Connor, Cristina 
Rose, Mark Janzen, Katie Fincher, Rebekah Vogel, Amr Shahat, Roy Hopper, Kevin 
Johnson, and David Larson.

A warm thank you goes to Ray Johnson and Brett McClain at Chicago House. I 
would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Jean Revez, codirector of the Kar-
nak Hypostyle Hall Project, for his invaluable collaboration, unparalleled collegial-
ity, and an abiding friendship for many years. My research and fieldwork at Karnak 
have been greatly facilitated by the former and current directors of the Franco-Egyp-
tian Center at Karnak, François Larché, Emmanuel Laroze, Christophe Thiers, and 
Luc Gabolde, to all of whom I express my thanks. Thanks go to colleagues in North 
America, the UK, and Europe including Ron Leprohon, Benoît Lurson, James Hoff-
meier, Benedict Davies, Heather McCarthy, Jana Mynářová, Dana Bělohoubková, 
Katja Goebs, Ogden Goelet, Sameh Iskander, Hourig Sourouzian, Aidan Dodson, 
and in the southern hemisphere to Boyo Ockinga in Sydney and Jennifer Hellum in 
Auckland. I wish to express my sincere thanks to my Egyptian colleagues including 
the Minister of State for Antiquities Dr. Khaled El-Anany and the Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of Antiquities Dr. Mostafa Waziri. Thanks go also to Mohammed 
Rafat Abbas, Adel Kelany, Hazem Shared, and Mariam Ayad. For their insights into 
matters Hittite, I am grateful to Gary Beckman and Trevor Bryce. 

A special callout goes to Anthony Spalinger in Auckland. I have benefited im-
mensely from his friendship and consultation. His research has had a profound influ-
ence on my own thinking since I first encountered his writings in my undergraduate 
days in the mid-1980s. As my notes will attest, his seminal work on all aspects of 
Ramesside history is indispensable. To him I owe countless references and crucial 
observations through an ongoing correspondence and face to face visits in Auckland, 
Memphis, and elsewhere for the past two decades. 

Writing and editing this book has profited immeasurably from friends and col-
leagues who are not Egyptologists, but who are well versed in the craft of good 
historical writing and who have generously offered their editorial advice and as-
sistance. Thanks go to Jan Sherman, Aram Goudsouzian, Roger Long, Dan Veach, 
and most especially to Carol Conaway, for her tireless efforts in helping me refine 
multiple chapter drafts. For his love and emotional support, I thank my spouse Glenn 
Forsythe. Finally, I am most grateful to my editor Billie Jean Collins for her editorial 
expertise and patience for supporting me in this project for several years. As Tol-
kien observed, the tale grew in the telling, and I am profoundly grateful that she has 
helped me reach the end of this quest.
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A final expression of profound gratitude goes to two men whose prodigious and 
meticulous scholarship and personal kindness and generosity have inspired me deep-
ly and served as paragons of the historian’s craft to which I aspire. The late Bill 
Murnane (1945-2000) was my mentor and dear friend. He tutored me in the craft 
of field epigraphy at Karnak Temple in the 1990s. As a mentor, he trained me in the 
methods of rigorous historical analysis, which his own work exemplified. Professor 
Kenneth A. Kitchen through his lifetime of prolific and exacting scholarship made it 
possible for all Egyptologists to delve into the history and culture of the Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Dynasties through his Ramesside Inscriptions series, a monumental 
sequence of volumes of hand copies, translations, and analysis of all the hieroglyphic 
inscriptions of this era. His interpretive work overflows in countless books and ar-
ticles he penned over the course of more than sixty years. Kitchen’s engaging prose 
shines through in his captivating biography of Ramesses II, Pharaoh Triumphant. I 
stand on the shoulders of these two colossi. To them I dedicated this book. 

Peter J. Brand
Memphis, Tennessee
August 2022
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Chronology

Note: All dates before 690 BCE are approximate. Dates prior to the Roman period are 
BCE. Some dates are concurrent due to multiple kings or even dynasties ruling at the 
same time. Dates adapted from Hornung et al. 2006. Foreign contemporaries of New 
Kingdom pharaohs are from Assyria, Babylonia, Hatti, and Mitanni.

EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD

First Dynasty (2900–2730)
Second Dynasty (2730–2590)

OLD KINGDOM

Third Dynasty (2590–2544)
Fourth Dynasty (2543–2436)
Fifth Dynasty (2435–2306)
Sixth Dynasty (2305–2118)

FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Seventh and Eighth Dynasties (2150–2118)
Ninth and Tenth Dynasties (2118–1980)
Eleventh Dynasty (earlier) (1989–2009)

MIDDLE KINGDOM

Eleventh Dynasty (Nebhepetre Monthuhotep II onward) (2009–1940)
Twelfth Dynasty (1939–1760)
Thirteenth Dynasty (1759–1659)

SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Fourteenth and Fifteenth Dynasties (? – 1540)
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Dynasties (? –1540)

NEW KINGDOM Foreign Contemporaries

Eighteenth Dynasty (1539–1290)
 Ahmose 
 Amenhotep I
 Thutmose I
 Thutmose II
 Hatshepsut
 Thutmose III 



Chronology	

 xxix

 Amenhotep II
 Thutmose IV Artatama I (Mitanni) 
 Amenhotep III Kadashman-Enlil I (Babylon);   
   Tushratta (Mitanni)
 
 Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten Suppiluliuma I (Hatti);  
   Tushratta (Mitanni)
 Smenkhkare
 Neferneferuaten
 Tutankhamun Suppiluliuma I (Hatti)
 Ay
 Horemheb Mursili II (Hatti); Muwatalli II 
   (Hatti)

Nineteenth Dynasty (1292–1191)

 Ramesses I (1292–1290)
 Sety I (1290–1279) Muwatalli II (Hatti)
 Ramesses II (1279–1213) Adad-Nirari I (Assyria); 
   Kadashman-Turgu (Babylon);  
   Kadashman-Enlil II (Babylon);  
   Muwatalli II (Hatti);  
   Urhi-Teshub (Hatti); 
   Hattusili III (Hatti);   
   Tudhaliya IV (Hatti) 
 Merenptah 
 Sety II 
 Amenmesse 
 Siptah 
 Twoseret 

Twentieth Dynasty (1190–1077)

 Sethnakhte
 Ramesses III
 Ramesses IV
 Ramesses V
 Ramesses VI
 Ramesses VII
 Ramesses VIII
 Ramesses IX
 Ramesses X
 Ramesses IX



	 Ramesses	II,	Egypt’s	Ultimate	Pharaoh

xxx 

THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Twenty-First Dynasty (1076–944)
Twenty-Second Dynasty (943–746)
Twenty-Third Dynasty (845–812)
Twenty-Fourth Dynasty (736–723)
Twenty-Fifth Dynasty (722–655)

SAITE and LATE PERIOD

Twenty-Sixth Dynasty (664–525)
Twenty-Seventh Dynasty (Persian) (525–404)
Twenty-Eighth Dynasty (404–399)
Twenty-Ninth Dynasty (399–380)
Thirtieth Dynasty (380–343)
Thirty-First Dynasty (342–332)

HELLENISTIC PERIOD (332–30)

ROMAN PERIOD (30 BCE–395 CE)



Ancient Dates and Chronology

Students of ancient Egypt are faced with the uncertainties and complexities of two 
different but related dating systems, each with their chronological problems. The 
first is the system of date keeping the Egyptians themselves used. The Egyptian civil 
calendar consisted of twelve months, each thirty days long, to which they added five 
“extra days,” said to be the birthdays of the gods. The twelve months were grouped 
into three seasons, “Inundation Season,” called Akhet in Egyptian, the “Season of 
Emergence,” or Proyet, and “Harvest Season,” called Shomu. 

Since the Egyptians did not account for the fact that a solar year lasts 365.24 days, 
which the Julian and Gregorian calendars allow for, the Egyptian New Year, called 
“Opening of the Year,” which fell on the first day of the first month of the Inundation 
Season (Akhet), gradually drifted backward through the year relative to the true solar 
year. At the beginning of Ramesses II’s reign (ca. 1279 BCE), the New Year began on 
June 28. By his death in 1213 BCE, it had receded to June 22.

There was no system for counting the years from a key event like the birth of 
Christ. Instead, the Egyptians chronicled the sum total of all the years every king 
reigned for as far back as they had records. Each new ruler who came to the throne 
began a new count of his years of rule, which we call “regnal years.” The first year of 
Ramesses II’s reign was therefore “regnal year one” and his last came in “regnal year 
sixty-seven.” His successor Merenptah started his own “regnal year one” and so on 
until his death. In the New Kingdom, the first day of a new king’s reign, called his 
“accession date,” came the day after his predecessor had died. Ramesses II’s accession 
date was on the 27th day of the third month of the Harvest Season (Shomu), hence III 
Shomu 27. 

To compile a full chronology of ancient Egyptian history, it is necessary to know 
the number of years each king reigned as well as the date each ruler ascended the 
throne according to the Egyptian civil calendar. But many dates are lost to us and we 
are unsure of the accession dates of some kings (like Ramesses I), while for others 
we are not certain of the total number of years they reigned (including Horemheb 
and Sety I). 

A final chronological challenge is determining precisely when these ancient 
kings ruled by our own system of dating based on the Gregorian calendar. This is 
called “absolute chronology” and is an ongoing and fiercely debated field of study 
among scholars of antiquity. Prior to the eighth century BCE, pinning down abso-
lute dates for key events is problematic. What year, for example, did Ramesses II 
come to the throne? In what year did the Battle of Kadesh occur? Inscriptions tell 
us the battle took place in his fifth regnal year. An ancient document records an as-
tronomical observation of the moon that allow us to narrow down the the absolute 
date for Ramesses II’s accession to three possibilities: 1305, 1290, and 1279 BCE. For 
decades Egyptologists have argued vigorously among themselves over which is the 
correct year. There is still no consensus, although the most widely accepted date is 
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1279, which I have used here mainly for convenience. But this should not be taken 
as definitive. 

As one of my professors, Ron Leprohon, told his students: “In Egyptology dates 
are like prices, they are subject to change.” Nor should the reader place too much 
faith in absolute dates for earlier pharaohs since the lengths of some of their reigns 
is unclear. The farther back we recede from Ramesses II’s accession, the more unre-
liable they become, so that fixing the date of, say, Amenhotep III’s reign a few gen-
erations earlier is hazardous. Even more tricky is establishing precise chronological 
sychronisms between Egyptian kings and their Assyrian, Babylonian, and Hittite 
contemporaries. 

Map of Egypt and Nubia



Map of Egypt and Nubia
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Abu Simbel: Situated in Lower Nubia and called Meha in antiquity, Ramesses 
II built two temples carved into the mountainside here. He dedicated the larger 
shrine to Amun, Re, and his own divinity, and the smaller one to his consort Ne-
fertari and the goddess Hathor. 

Abydos: A town in Middle Egypt sacred to Osiris where the earliest Egyptian 
kings built their tombs during the First and Second Dynasty. Sety I and Ramesses 
II constructed royal cult temples here. 

Adad-Nirari I: An Assyrian king and contemporary of Ramesses II and the 
Hittite kings Urhi-Teshub and Hattusili III. He conquered Hanigalbat during 
Urhi-Teshub’s reign.

Akhenaten: He came to the throne as Amenhotep IV, before changing his name 
to Akhenaten. Ruling for seventeen years, Akhenaten rejected Egypt’s traditional 
pantheon in favor of a solar god called the Aten, and conducted a wide-scale pro-
gram of iconoclasm, defacing the names and images of the old gods.

Akhet. See Inundation Season.

Akkadian: The language of ancient Babylonia used as a common diplomatic lan-
guage in the ancient Near East. It was inscribed in the cuneiform script on clay 
tablets. 

Amarna Letters: An archive of 382 diplomatic letters the pharaohs Amenhotep 
III, Akhenaten, and Tutankhamun exchanged with the other Great Kingdoms 
and with Egypt’s vassal kings in the Levant. The letters were written in Akka-
dian on clay tablets that were discovered in the ruins of the city of Akhetaten 
(El-Amarna). 

Amarna period: A modern term for the reigns of Akhenaten and his immediate 
successors, Smenkhkare and Neferneferuaten. 

Amenemopet: A viceroy of Kush during the reign of Sety I.

Amenhotep III: Among the greatest pharaohs, he reigned for thirty-seven years 
in the later Eighteenth Dynasty at the height of New Kingdom Egypt’s power, 
wealth, and prestige. 

Amenhotep IV: See Akhenaten.

Amurru: A small kingdom in Syria, Amurru was an Egyptian vassal until the 
Amarna period when its king, Aziru, renounced his allegiance to Akhenaten and 
became a dependent of the Hittite king Suppiluliuma I.

Amun-(Re): Amun, “The Hidden One,” was a primordial deity from ancient The-
bes. During the Middle and New Kingdoms, Theban kings elevated this local god 
to the head of the Egyptian pantheon, merging his identity with the solar god 
Re of Heliopolis. As the composite god Amun-Re, he was entitled “king of the 
gods.” Amun-Re’s main cult centers were at Thebes (modern Luxor) in the temple 
complexes of Karnak and Luxor. 

Amunhirkhopeshef: The first born of all Ramesses II’s sons, and the eldest child 
of his senior consort Nefertari.
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Anath: Worship of this Canaanite war goddess increased in Egypt during the 
New Kingdom. She was a divine guardian of Ramesses II, who built a temple to 
her in his capital of Piramesses.

ancient Near East: A general term for the early civilizations located in the Mid-
dle East, including Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, Hatti, and the petty kingdoms and 
peoples of ancient Canaan, Lebanon, and Syria. 

Ankhesenamun: Tutankhamun’s principal wife, she negotiated with the Hittite 
King Suppiluliuma I after her husband’s death, in a failed bid to marry a Hittite 
prince named Zannanza.

Assyria: An ancient civilization in the northern part of modern Iraq, Assyria 
became one of the Great Kingdoms of the ancient Near East at the end of the 
Eighteenth Dynasty.

Astarte: Along with other Canaanite deities like Baal and Anath, worship of the 
Semitic goddess Astarte spread in Egypt during the New Kingdom.

Aswan: Modern Arabic name for a city in southern Egypt at the First Cataract of 
the Nile. In antiquity, the region was sacred to the god Khnum. Quarries in As-
wan were the source for granite used in pharaonic monuments. The ancient town 
of Elephantine was located on an island just north of the First Cataract at Aswan. 

Aten: Originally a term for the sun disk, Akhenaten worshiped the Aten exclu-
sively as the unique form of the sun god Re after he rejected Egypt’s traditional 
gods. 

Atum: The creator god of Heliopolis, Atum embodied the setting sun. His name 
means “The Perfect One.” An alter ego of the solar gods Re-Horakhty and Khepri, 
his main sanctuary was at Heliopolis. 

Avaris: A town in the northeastern Delta of the Nile where the Hyksos kings es-
tablished their capital. Seth was the city’s divine patron. Ramesses II’s ancestors 
hailed from Avaris and he built his new capital of Piramesses nearby. 

Ay: This influential courtier served as chamberlain under Akhenaten, before as-
suming the throne after Tutankhamun died without an heir. Ay reigned for four 
years, but also died without a natural successor. His throne passed to Horemheb. 

ba-(soul): An element of human and divine beings, Ba is often translated as 
“soul.” The Ba is best known from its role in the afterlife and it is different from 
the Ka-spirit or “life force.” The Ba took the form of a human headed bird that 
could fly in and out of the tomb but had to return to the mummified body of the 
deceased. 

Baal: A Canaanite deity whom the Egyptians associated with their god Seth. 

Babylonia: Located in southern Mesopotamia (Iraq), Babylonia was one of the 
Great Kingdoms of the ancient Near East. 

bas-relief: See relief.

Beth Shean: An ancient town located at the junction of the Jezreel Valley and the 
Jordan River, Beth Shean was an administrative center of the Egyptian Empire in 
Canaan during the New Kingdom. 

Beit el-Wali: A site in northern Nubia. Ramesses II built a small temple there 
during the first year of his reign.
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Bintanath: Ramesses II’s most favored daughter, she became one of her father’s 
Great Royal Wives after her mother Isetnofret died. Bintanath’s name means 
“Daughter of Anath.”

cartouche: In Egyptian art and hieroglyphic writing, the cartouche was a loop of 
rope enclosing the pharaoh’s prenomen and nomen, the most important of his 
five official names.

Coptos: A town in Upper Egypt sacred to the fertility god Min.

coregency: A term Egyptologists use for the notion that certain pairs of kings 
ruled jointly. 

cuneiform: A complex writing system used in the ancient Near East, cuneiform 
consists of hundreds of wedge-shaped signs scribes made by impressing a reed 
stylus into soft clay tablets. 

Dapur: A fortified town in western Syria near Tunip and the Orontes River, it 
was a Hittite vassal state when Ramesses II captured it in his eighth regnal year. 

Djahy: A broad geographical designation the Egyptians gave to parts of the Le-
vant, particularly Lebanon and northern Canaan. 

Dual King: This title, nesu-bity in Egyptian, introduced the pharaoh’s first car-
touche name, called his prenomen. Egyptologists have traditionally translated 
nesu-bity as “King of Upper and Lower Egypt,” but it refers to two aspects of 
kingship.

electrum: A naturally occuring alloy of gold and silver, which the Egyptians 
called Djamu in contrast to yellow gold, or Nebu.

Elephantine: An island in the Nile River at the First Cataract in modern day As-
wan. Elephantine was the principal sanctuary of the god Khnum.

ennead: A Greek term for the group of nine gods, Pesdjet in Egyptian, that repre-
sented the plurality of pluralities, the sum total of all the gods.

faience: A type of glazed Egyptian ceramic widely used in ancient Egypt that 
is most commonly in a range of blue and blue-green shades. Small decorative 
objects of every sort were made of faience, including jewlery, ritual and funerary 
amulets and objects, and luxury goods. 

Geb: The Egyptian god of the earth and father of Osiris and Isis. Egyptian kings 
were said to rule on “the Throne of Geb.”

Gebel es-Silsilah: Arabic name for a barren site in Upper Egypt south of Edfu. 
During the New Kingdom, vast quarries on both sides of the Nile produced most 
of the sandstone for building the temples of ancient Thebes. Sety I and Ramesses 
II both left stelae at Gebel es-Silsilah, including a pair of shrines they dedicated to 
the god Hapi who embodied the annual Nile inundation. 

Gerf Hussein: Arabic name for a remote site in Lower Nubia where Ramesses II 
dedicated a small rock cut temple, or speos, to the god Ptah and his own divine 
aspect. Far less elegant than the king’s shrine at Abu Simbel, only parts of Gerf 
Hussein were salvaged during the Nubian Rescue Campaign in the 1960. Most of 
the temple now lies below Lake Nasser. 

granodiorite: An igneous rock similar to granite and found in Aswan, New King-
dom pharaohs like Sety I and Ramesses II often used this grayish-black stone 
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to make statuary, including royal colossi like those from Luxor Temple and the 
giant Ozymandias and smaller Younger Memnon colossi from the Ramesseum. 

Great King: In the diplomatic system of the ancient Near East during the Late 
Bronze Age (sixteenth to twelfth centuries BCE), a Great King was an overlord 
subjugating “Little Kings” as his imperial vassals.

Great Royal Wife: Egyptian khemet-nesu weret, this title was reserved for the 
most favored royal consorts, who ranked above women holding the title “royal 
wife,” khemet-nesut. A pharaoh might have multiple Great Royal Wives at one 
time. 

Gurnah: Arabic name for the site on the west bank of ancient Thebes (modern 
Luxor) where Sety I built his royal cult temple.

Hanigalbat: Situated in the northern Tigris-Euphrates River Valley, Hanigalbat 
was core kingdom of the former Mitanni Empire after the Hittite King Suppiluli-
uma I destroyed Mitanni Empire’s power during the Amarna period. 

harvest season (Shomu): A four-month period that fell before the inundation 
season (Akhet) began. At the beginning of Ramesses II’s reign, Shomu began in 
late February and continued until the end of June. 

Hathor: Daughter of the sun god, this powerful and multifaceted goddess embod-
ied love, sex, and fertility. In her wrath, she slayed the sun god’s enemies. She also 
nurtured and protected the king. Ramesses II dedicated the smaller temple at Abu 
Simbel to Queen Nefertari as the living incarnation of Hathor.

Hatshepsut: One of the few women to rule in ancient Egypt, she became a female 
pharaoh in the early Eighteenth Dynasty after her husband Thutmose II died, 
sharing the throne with his young successor Thutmose III in a coregency. 

Hatti: A powerful kingdom during the Late Bronze Age located in central and 
eastern Turkey. 

Hattusa: The traditional capital of the Hittite Empire, Hattusa is located in east 
central Turkey at the modern site of Boğazköy.

Hattusili III: This Hittite king was the brother of Muwatalli II. Hattusili came to 
power in a coup d’etat against Muwatalli’s son and successor Urhi-Teshub. 

Heb-Sed: See Sed-festival.

Heliopolis: Called Iunu in Egyptian and On in the Bible, Heliopolis, or “City of 
the Sun,” is the name the Greeks gave to the main cult center of the Egyptian 
solar god Re-Horakhty. 

His Person: The Egyptian term khem-ef, meaning “His Person,” literally “His In-
carnation,” designates the king’s physical body and his mortal self. Egyptologists 
have often translated it as “His Majesty,” but this does not reflect its true meaning. 
Pharaohs referred to themselves as khem-i, “My Person.” 

Hittite empire: See under Hatti.

Horemheb: Supreme general of the army and vizier under Tutankhamun and 
Ay, Horemheb succeeded Ay as the last ruler of the Eighteenth Dynasty. He is 
best known for his legal reforms and for suppressing the memory of the Amarna 
kings.

Horus: The son of Osiris and Isis, Horus was the god of Egyptian kingship. Every 
ruler was an incarnation of Horus.
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Horus Name: The first and the oldest of the five royal names of Egyptian kings, 
the Horus Name originated with the prehistoric kings of Hierakonopolis in Up-
per Egypt before 3300 BCE.

hypostyle hall: A Greek term for a building having a roof supported by columns. 
In New Kingdom Egyptian temples, the hypostyle hall stood between outer 
courtyards and inner sanctuaries. 

inundation season (akhet): The Egyptian civil year began with the four months 
of the Inundation Season (Akhet), traditionally when the annual Nile flood began. 
At the beginning of Ramesses II’s reign, Akhet began in early July and finished 
in early November. 

Isetnofret: One of Ramesses II’s first wives, Isetnofret gave birth to at least six 
children, including the pharaoh’s second eldest son Ramesses “Junior” and his 
favored daughter Bintanath.

isfet: An Egyptian word with a range of meanings including chaos, injustice, 
falsehood, wrongdoing, and general pandemonium. Isfet was the antithesis of 
Maat, or universal order and right. 

Isis: An Egyptian goddess with great magical power, she was the sister and wife 
of Osiris. 

iter: An Egyptian unit of distance measuring approximately 6.5 mi. (10.5 km).

ka-(spirit): The animating life force contained in every person and living thing, 
including the king and the gods. 

Kadesh: A strategic Bronze Age city state located in southern Syria in the vicinity 
of modern Homs. Kadesh sat on the Orontes River at the site of Tell Nebi Mend. 

Karnak: The modern Arabic name for the vast temple complex of the god Amun-
Re on the east bank of Thebes (modern Luxor). The ancient name for Karnak was 
Ipet-Suut, “The Most Select of Places.”

Khaemwaset: The fourth eldest son of Ramesses II, his mother was Queen Iset-
nofret. As High Priest of Ptah in Memphis, Khaemwaset heralded the king’s early 
Sed-Festivals beginning in regnal year thirty. 

Kharu: A generalized Egyptian term for the Levant, from Canaan northward 
into southern Syria. 

kheneret-Household: This social and religious institution (per kheneret) was part 
of the larger royal estate (per nesu) and is often identified as the “harem” of the 
Egyptian king.

Khepri: Taking the form of a giant scarab beetle or a man with a beetle’s body for 
its head, Khepri was the morning form of the sun god Re. Khepri’s name means 
“He Who Comes into Being.” He was worshiped alongside Atum and Re-Hora-
khty in their principal sanctuary at Heliopolis.

Khnum: The ram-headed god of Elephantine (modern Aswan), Khnum brought 
about the annual Nile inundation and created human beings by modeling their 
bodies from clay.

Khonsu: A moon god, Khonsu was the son of Amun-Re and his consort Mut.

Kurustama Treaty: An early treaty of friendship between Egypt and Hatti dating 
to the mid-Eighteenth Dynasty. It broke down during the Egyptian-Hittite con-
flict in the Amarna period.
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Kush: The ancient name for the southern part of Nubia between the second and 
fourth cataracts of the Nile in modern Sudan. During the New Kingdom, a Vice-
roy of Kush administered colonial Nubia. 

KV 5: Ramesses II built this tomb in the King’s Valley for his numerous children. 
It is largest tomb ever built in Egypt. 

KV 7: Ramesses II’s tomb in the King’s Valley. 

KV 17: The tomb of Sety I in the King’s Valley.

Late Bronze Age: A modern term for the era between 1550 and 1100 BCE in 
Egypt, the ancient Near East, and eastern Mediterranean. Contemporary with the 
Egyptian New Kingdom (Eighteenth to Twentieth Dynasties), the Late Bronze 
Age was a time of empires and intensive diplomacy, trade, and warfare. 

Levant: A designation for the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea encompass-
ing the modern nations of Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. The Egyptians had several 
broad terms referring to this region, including Djahy, the Fenkhu-lands, Kharu, 
and Retchenu. 

L.P.H.: An abbreviation for the phrase “living! prosperous! healthy!” Egyptian 
scribes inserted this expression when referring to the Egyptian king, especially 
after his titles of “Pharaoh” and “His Person.” The epithet was so common in 
Egyptian texts that ancient scribes, like Egyptologists today, abbreviated it. 

Luxor Temple: A large temple complex on the east bank of Thebes dedicated to 
Amun-Re. Called the Southern Sanctuary in antiquity, it housed the fertility as-
pect of Amun and was the main venue for the annual Opet Festival.

Maat and the Goddess Maat: This fundamental Egyptian concept denotes the 
cosmic order the creator god established at the beginning of time. It encompass-
es notions of truth, order, justice, right action, and harmony. The goddess Maat 
personified this idea. She appears as a woman with a single ostrich feather on 
her head. 

Maahorneferure: The Egyptian name of Ramesses II’s first Hittite wife, whom 
he married in his thirty-fourth regnal year. She was the daughter of Hattusili III. 

Manetho: An Egyptian priest of the third century BCE and author of the Ägyp-
tiaca, a lost history of pharaonic Egypt. Manetho wrote the work in Greek for 
Ptolemy I. 

Mansion of Millions of Years: A class of Egyptian temple dedicated to both the 
gods and to the cult of the divine king.

Medinet Habu: The Arabic name for the site of Ramesses III’s royal cult temple 
on the west bank of ancient Thebes, modern Luxor. Within the complex stood a 
smaller temple of Amun-Re built in the early Eighteenth Dynasty. 

Memphis: The traditional capital of ancient Egypt since the First Dynasty, Mem-
phis was also the primary cult center for the god Ptah.

menat-necklace: Sacred to the goddess Hathor, a menat-necklace consisted of 
multiple strands of small globular beads joined to a counterpoise, which could 
take the form of the bust of Hathor or other goddesses. 

Menmaatre: The prenomen of Sety I, it means “Enduring is the Order (Maat) of 
Re.”
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Merenptah: The thirteenth son of Ramesses II, and the youngest of Isetnofret, 
Merenptah became the fourth and final Heir Apparent in his father’s fifty-fifth 
year. His own reign lasted for a decade.

Mi-Wer: Located in the Fayum lake region of Middle Egypt at the modern site of 
Abu Ghurob, the settlement of Mi-Wer included a residence palace housing the 
women and children of New Kingdom pharaohs. 

Min: An ithyphallic male fertility god worshiped at Coptos in Upper Egypt. Min 
was closely related to the fertility aspect of the Theban god Amun-Kamutef.

Monthu: The falcon-headed god of war, Monthu’s principal cult center was in 
Thebes. In battle, the pharaoh was often compared to this god of immense phys-
ical strength. 

Mursili III: See Urhi-Teshub.

Mut: The consort of Amun-Re and mother of the moon god Khonsu, her name 
means “The Mother.”

Muwatalli II: This Hittite king was a contemporary of Sety I, and later fought 
against Ramesses II at the Battle of Kadesh.

na’arin: A unit of elite troops that Ramesses II detached from his main army 
during his campaign against Kadesh. Their timely arrival turned the tide of battle 
against the Hittites.

Nebty name: The fourth of an Egyptian king’s five official names, the title nebty 
means “the Two Ladies,” referring to the tutelary goddesses: Nekhbet of Upper 
Egypt and Wadjet of Lower Egypt. 

Nefertari: She married Ramesses II before he became king and gave him his first-
born son Amunhirkhopeshef. Ramesses favored her as his senior queen until her 
death in the twenties of his reign. Her tomb in the Valley of the Queens (QV 66) 
is often considered the most beautiful Egyptian tomb. 

Nekhbet: She was the tutelary vulture goddess of Upper Egypt who protected 
the king.

New Kingdom: A modern designation for the period between ca. 1550 and 1100 
BCE comprising the Eighteenth, Nineteenth, and Twentieth Dynasties and cor-
responding to the Late Bronze Age in the ancient Near East. This was Egypt’s 
imperial age.

Nine Bows: An Egyptian expression for the sum total of all the peoples of the 
world, including foreigners and Egyptians. The number nine symbolized a plu-
rality of pluralities. 

Niphururiya: The name of an Egyptian king as recorded in Hittite texts, his wid-
ow attempted to marry a Hittite prince named Zannanza, the son of Suppiluliu-
ma I. Scholars debate whether Niphururiya should be identified as Akhenaten, 
Tutankhamun, or Smenkhkare.

nomen: The Egyptian king’s second cartouche name. Preceded by the title “Son 
of Re,” it usually corresponded to the name he received at birth.

Opet Festival: An annual festival in Thebes honoring Amun-Re. During Opet, 
the god’s cult image journey from Karnak to Luxor Temple, the “Southern Sanc-
tuary.” During his stay, Amun’s Ka-spirt merged with the king’s Ka, thereby re-
juvenating both of them.
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Orontes: A river flowing northward from the Beqaa Valley in Lebanon into west-
ern Syria.

Osiris: The divine ruler of the Egyptian Underworld, he was the husband and 
brother of Isis. Their son was Horus.

ostracon: Plural ostraca. A flake of limestone or sherd of broken pottery. The 
Egyptians used ostraca as convenient writing material for brief inscriptions. 

Ozymandias: A Greek approximation of Ramesses II’s prenomen Usermaatre. 
The ancient Greek author Diodorus Siculus described the huge statue of the pha-
raoh Ozymandias he saw in the Ramesseum. 

palimpsest: Egyptian pharaohs often erased inscriptions on older monuments 
and replaced them with their own. Traces of suppressed relief carvings and in-
scriptions visible beneath later ones are called palimpsests.

Paser: The Upper Egyptian vizier under Sety I and during the first two decades 
of Ramesses II’s reign.

peristyle: An architectural term for rows of columns surrounding the perimeter 
of a building or courtyard, forming a porch.

Pharaoh: Meaning the “great house,” (per-a’a) or “palace,” this term became syn-
onymous with the king himself during the New Kingdom. 

Piramesses: Sety I built a royal residence near his family seat at Avaris in the 
northeastern Nile Delta that Ramesses II expanded into his capital city of Pi-
ramesses, meaning “The Estate of Ramesses.” 

post-Amarna period: Modern designation for the last part of the Eighteenth 
Dynasty, during the reigns of Tutankhamun, Ay, and Horemheb. These kings 
restored the cults of the traditional gods, especially that of Amun-Re. 

Pramessu: An army general who rose to the highest military and administrative 
offices during the reign of Horemheb. Lacking a natural heir, Horemheb appoint-
ed Pramessu as his successor, who reigned briefly as Ramesses I. 

prenomen: The Egyptian king’s first cartouche name. Preceded by the title “Dual 
King.” Each king chose his prenomen upon his accession. It was the most import-
ant of the five sequences of royal names and titles. Pharaohs compounded the 
prenomen with the name of Re. 

Proyet. See Season of Emergence.

Ptah: The creator god of ancient Memphis, Ptah was also a patron of craftsmen. 
Along with Amun-Re and Re-Horakhty, he stood at the apex of the pantheon. 

pylon: A type of monumental gateway standing in front of the entrances and 
outer courts of Egyptian temples in the New Kingdom. A pylon consists of two 
wide trapezoidal towers with a gateway between them. They were embellished 
with flag masts flying colorful pennants.

Puduhepa: The influental consort of the Hittite king Hattusili III, Puduhepa ex-
changed diplomatic letters with Ramesses II and negotiated her daughter’s mar-
riage with the pharaoh.

Qantir: See Piramesses.

quartzite: See siliceous sandstone.
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Quban: A remote location in Nubia where Ramesses II set up a stela in his third 
regnal year commemorating a gold mining venture.

raised relief: See relief.

Ramesses I: When the General and Vizier Pramessu succeeded Horemheb, he 
became Ramesses I, the founder of the Nineteenth Dynasty. He was the father of 
Sety I and grandfather of Ramesses II. 

Ramesses III: Second king of the Twentieth Dynasty, Ramesses III fought incur-
sions of Libyan and Sea Peoples on Egypt’s northern frontiers. His monuments 
and titulary emulate his revered ancestor Ramesses II. 

Ramesses IV: The third king of the Twentieth Dynasty and his father’s rightful 
heir, Ramesses IV came to the throne after Ramesses III was assassinated. 

Ramesses “Junior”: The second born son of Ramesses II, his mother was Isetnof-
ret. When his older brother Amunhirkhopeshef died, Prince Ramesses “Junior” 
became Crown Prince, but died around the fifty-second year of his father’s reign. 
“Junior” is a modern nickname to distinguish him from his royal father and from 
Ramesses III.

Ramesseum: A modern name for Ramesses II’s royal cult temple on the west 
bank of Thebes. On its walls, the king carved two versions of his Battle of Kadesh 
narrative and a representation of the Battle of Dapur.

Ramesside period: The name historians give to the era of the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Dynasties (ca. 1292–1077 BCE), which saw eleven kings named Ra-
messes.

Re: The name of the chief sun god and the ancient Egyptian word for “sun” and 
“day.” Re was the solar god of Heliopolis who took many forms and assimilated 
with other deities. His alter egos included the beetle-headed Khepri who embod-
ied the rising sun and Atum who was the setting sun. He also merged with other 
gods like Amun and Horus to form composite deities. 

Re-Horakhty: New Kingdom Egypt’s supreme solar deity and a composite of Re 
and Horus, his name means “Re-Horus the Horizon Dweller.” He appears as a 
falcon-headed man with a large solar disk on his head. During the second half of 
his reign, Ramesses II became “the great Ka-spirit of Re-Horakhty.”

regnal year: The Egyptian dating system was based on counting the years each 
king reigned from his accession to the throne until his death. A new regnal year 
began on the anniversary of his accession. The day after his predecessor died, a 
new king began the first regnal year of his own reign.

relief: In the first type of relief carving, called raised relief or bas-relief, the artist 
cut the figures, so that they project against a lower background of negative space 
surrounding them. Traditionally, this was used for interior surfaces inside tem-
ples and tombs. A second style of carving was sunk relief, in which the sculptor 
cut around the edges of the figures without removing the negative space around 
them as with raised relief. This leaves a trough with a beveled edge. 

sacred bark: A model of a river boat that priests carried on a palanquin, the sa-
cred bark served as a portable shrine housing the cult statue of a god or a king 
when it was transported from one temple to another during religious proces-
sions. Imbued with the divine presence, sacred barks could serve as oracles. 
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Sakhmet: The lion-headed goddess of Memphis and consort of Ptah. Her name 
means “She Who Is Powerful.” Sakhmet embodied the destructive heat of the sun. 

Saqqara: Modern Arabic name for the principal burial ground of ancient Mem-
phis. High officials of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Dynasty built their tombs 
here, including Horemheb before he became king. Here, too, was the Serapeum 
burial vaults of the Apis bulls. 

Season of Emergence (Proyet): Denoting the end of the annual Nile inundation, 
the four months of the Season of Emergence began in early November and ended 
in early March at the beginning of Ramesses II’s reign.

Sed-festival: Called the Heb-Sed, or “Festival of the Tail,” this was the so-called 
royal Jubilee in pharaonic Egypt. Traditionally, a king only celebrated the Sed 
after ruling for thirty years. 

Sep Tepy: The Egyptian term for the beginning of time when the creator god 
willed the universe into existence, sep tepy means “the First Event.”

Serapeum: Ramesses II and his son Prince Khaemwaset, the High Priest of Mem-
phis, expanded these extensive catacombs that Amenhotep III had begun in the 
necropolis of Saqqara to serve as the burial vaults of the sacred Apis bulls, who 
were living incarnations of Ptah. 

Seth: The powerful Egyptian god of storms, foreign lands, and chaotic forces. 
He was the dynastic god of the Nineteenth Dynasty, which hailed from Avaris, 
Seth’s major cult center in the eastern Delta.

Setne-Khaemwas: Based on the life of Prince Khaemwaset, Ramesses II’s fourth 
son, the tales of Prince Setne-Khaemwas are part of a cycle of folk tales current a 
thousand years after his death and tell of his supernatural adventures. 

Sety (father of Pramessu): Sety was a middle-ranking military officer in the late 
Eighteenth Dynasty and the father of General Pramessu who came to the throne 
as Ramesses I after Horemheb died. Sety’s grandson became Sety I and his great 
grandson was Ramesses II.

Shasu Bedouin: A common term or nomadic peoples indigenous to Sinai and the 
Levant during the Late Bronze Age.

Sherden: One of several groups making up roving populations of raiders and sea 
farers known as the Sea Peoples at the end of the Late Bronze Age.

Shomu. See Harvest Season.

sistrum: Plural sistra. A sacred rattle used in rituals to soothe the gods with soft 
tinkling sounds. Elite women, including royal wives and daughters, often played 
this musical instrument during temple ceremony. 

siliceous sandstone: Wrongly called Egyptian “quartzite,” siliceous sandstone is a 
sedimentary rock containing quartz crystals that give the stone a glittery quality. 
Often of a reddish or warm brown hue, the Egyptians associated it with the sun 
god, calling it “wonder stone” and using it extensively in constructions at Heliop-
olis and for royal statuary. The main quarries for siliceous sandstone were located 
near Heliopolis in the eastern part of modern-day Cairo. 

Sokar: A falcon-headed god from Memphis connected with the netherworld and 
funerary cults. 
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Son of Re: One of the pharaoh’s five official sets of titles, Son of Re signaled the 
king’s relationship to the sun god. It precedes his second cartouche name, the 
nomen.

speos and hemi-speos: A type of grotto temple hewn from the bedrock of a 
mountainside or cliff face. The grandest of these were Ramesses II’s twin temples 
at Abu Simbel. Temples like Wadi es-Sebua and Gerf Hussein were hemi-speos, 
having their pylon gateways and outer courts built of stone blocks and mud brick, 
while their inner halls and sanctuaries consist of rock-cut grottos inside a cliff. 

stela: Plural stelae. Formal hieroglyphic inscriptions were often carved on a free-
standing upright slab of stone, on the wall of a temple, or etched onto a moun-
tainside or rocky outcropping. 

Storm God: The chief deity of the Hittite pantheon, the Storm God was a patron 
of Hittite kingship and guarantor of Hittite treaties, including the accords Hat-
tusili III concluded with Ramesses II. The Egyptians identified him with their 
own deity Seth, who was also a god of powerful forces and foreign lands. 

sunk relief: See relief.

Suppiluliuma I: This great Hittite king was a contemporary of the Amarna and 
post-Amarna pharaohs. His conquest of Syria destroyed the power of Mitanni, 
and deprived Egypt of its border provinces of Amurru, Kadesh, and Ugarit, re-
sulting in six decades of bitter intermittent warfare. Suppiluliuma was the grand-
father of Muwatali II and Hattusili III. 

Tatchenen: The fertility aspect of Ptah, Tatchenen personified the annual Nile 
inundation. During his Jubilee years, Ramesses II added the epithet “Lord of 
Sed-festivals like his Father Ptah-Tatchenen” to his Horus Name.

Tanis: A city in the northeast Nile Delta that the kings of the Twenty-First and 
Twenty-Second Dynasties established as their capital. 

Tcharu: A massive border fortress on the northeastern fringes of the Nile Delta 
at the western end of the Sinai. Tcharu was the gateway to the Ways of Horus 
and the traditional departure point for Egyptian military campaigns marching to 
the Levant. 

Theban Triad: The principal gods of Thebes were Amun-Re, his consort Mut, and 
their son the moon god Khonsu. Such family triads of local gods were common 
in Egyptian religious thought.

Thebes: Called Waset in Egyptian, Thebes is the name the Greeks gave to the 
city of Amun-Re in Upper Egypt. Its importance as the cults center of Amun-Re 
rose with the kings of the Twelfth, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Dynasties, all of 
whom originated here. The city remained an important religious center for the 
Ramesside kings, who built royal cult temples and their royal cemeteries in the 
Valley of the Kings and Valley of the Queens. 

titulary: The term Egyptologists used for the official set of five royal titles, names, 
and epithets every Egyptian king adopted upon taking the throne. Most import-
ant were the nomen and prenomen, both enclosed within cartouches. Others 
were the Horus name, Nebty name, and the Golden Horus name. Each name was 
preceded by distinct title. For the nomen this included Son of Re and Lord of 
Appearances. Dual King and Lord of the Two Lands introduced the prenomen. 
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Tuya: Sety I’s Great Royal Wife and mother of Ramesses II. Rarely seen on her 
husband’s monuments, Tuy was prominent on those of her son, a reflection of 
her unique honor of being “mother of the god.”

uraeus: Plural uraei. The cobra goddess emblem perched on the forehead of the 
king to protect him and as a mark of his royal status. 

Urhi-Teshub: Ruling under the throne name Mursili III, Urhi-Teshub was the son 
and successor of Muwatali II. 

Usermaatre-Setepenre: The prenomen or coronation name Ramesses II chose 
upon his accession. Usermaatre means “Powerful is the Order/Truth (Maat) of 
Re.” During his second regnal year, the pharaoh added the epithet Setepenre, 
meaning “He-Whom-Re-Chose.”

usurpation: A pejorative modern term for the practice by some pharaohs of rein-
scribing the monuments of earlier kings with their own names. 

Valley of the Kings: Called the “Great Place” in antiquity, the King’s Valley (KV) 
in Western Thebes served as the burial ground for the pharaohs of the New King-
dom. Members of the royal family could also be interred here, usually in small 
undecorated tombs.  

Valley of the Queens: Called Ta Set Neferu, “The Place of Beauty,” Ramesside 
pharaohs built the tombs of their high-ranking wives and children in the Queen’s 
Valley (QV) in Western Thebes. 

Viceroy of Kush: The “King’s Son of Kush” was a high official who oversaw the 
administration of colonial Nubia during the New Kingdom. His authority and 
duties were comparable to the two viziers.

vizier: The viziers were the highest civilian officials in the pharaoh’s government. 
During the New Kingdom, there were always two viziers, who administered Up-
per and Lower Egypt.

Wadjet: the tutelary cobra goddess of Lower Egypt who protected the king. 

Ways of Horus: The ancient name of a military highway along the northern 
coast of Sinai leading from the border fortress of Tcharu at the northeast corner 
of the Nile Delta to the town of Pa-Canaan in southwest Canaan (modern Gaza).

Wadi es-Sebua: Meaning “Valley of the Lions,” it is the modern Arabic name for 
the site of a temple Ramesses II built in Nubia in the second half of his reign. 

Weret-Hekau: The name of this ferocious goddess means “Great Enchantress.” 
Also called the Eye of Re, she personified the scorching heat of the sun and the 
uraeus cobra that protected Re and the pharaoh. Weret-Hekau often appeared as 
a lion-headed woman and was related to other powerful goddesses like Sakhmet 
and Mut.

Zannanza: The name of a Hittite prince, son of King Suppiluliuma I. After 
his father negotiated a marriage alliance with Tutankhamun’s widow Queen 
Ankhesen amun, the prince was assassinated on his journey to Egypt. 




