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Warrior, mighty builder, and statesman, over the course of his 67-year-long reign 
(1279–1212 BCE), Ramesses II achieved more than any other pharaoh in the 

three millennia of ancient Egyptian civilization.  Drawing on the latest research, Peter 
Brand reveals Ramesses the Great as a gifted politician, canny elder statesman, and 
tenacious warrior. With restless energy, he fully restored the offi ce of Pharaoh to 
unquestioned levels of prestige and authority, thereby bringing stability to Egypt. 
He ended almost seven decades of warfare between Egypt and the Hittite Empire 
by signing the earliest international peace treaty in recorded history. In his later 
years, even as he outlived many of his own children and grandchildren, Ramesses II 
became a living god and fi nally, an immortal legend. With authoritative knowledge 
and colorful details Brand paints a compelling portrait of this legendary Pharaoh 
who ruled over Imperial Egypt during its Golden Age.

Dr. Peter J. Brand (PhD, University of Toronto, 1998) is a professor in 
the Department of History at the University of Memphis. An ancient 
historian and Egyptologist, he specializes in the history and culture 
of ancient Egypt during its imperial age (ca. 1550–1100 BCE). He is 
author of The Monuments of Seti I and Their Historical Signifi cance: 
Epigraphic, Historical, and Art-Historical Analysis (Brill, 2000), and 
has written numerous articles on Egyptian kingship, monumental art 
and construction, history, popular religion, warfare, and diplomacy 
during the late Eighteenth Dynasty and Ramesside period. Since 2001, 
Brand has served as director of the Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project, 
which is recording, conserving, and interpreting hundreds of scenes 
and hieroglyphic texts carved on the walls and columns of the Great 
Hypostyle Hall.
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Preface

Ramesses II was Egypt’s most magnificent, iconic pharaoh. His reign, monumental in 
every way, served as a model for future Egyptian rulers. Indeed, the very name “Ra-
messes” would become synonymous with “Pharaoh,” just as “Caesar” meant “Emper-
or” in Rome. Forty years after Kenneth Kitchen’s seminal Pharaoh Triumphant, we 
have a great deal of new information about the reign of Ramesses II. His revealing, 
sometimes shocking correspondence with the formidable Hittite queen Puduhepa is 
just one example. New books appear frequently about Tutankhamun, Akhenaten, 
Nefertiti, and other Egyptian royalty. The time is ripe for a fresh look at Egypt’s 
ultimate pharaoh. 

This book provides both general readers and scholars with a readable, up-to-date 
survey of Ramesses II. It offers a reassessment of the Nineteenth Dynasty and Egypt’s 
relations with the Hittite Empire, drawing on the latest scholarship and archaeolog-
ical data. While the focus is on Ramesses himself, we will also meet his royal wives 
and children, his high officials, and contemporaries. Several foreign rulers, especially 
the Hittite kings Urhi-Teshub and Hattusili III, and the latter’s consort Puduhepa, 
also share the stage. For readers unfamiliar with all the names of ancient kings, gods, 
places, and things, there is a handy glossary at the back of this book.

Here we will also “dig deeper” into Egyptian archeology, looking at history’s 
actual sources, often eroded and fragmentary, and doing some detective work to see 
what they have to tell us. We will examine key royal monuments—temples, tombs, 
statuary, and stelae. The most iconic and unique are the temples of Abu Simbel, sal-
vaged in the world’s greatest archeological rescue operation. The larger temple, with 
its bold architectural vision, towering colossi, and elaborate relief decoration, is the 
perfect symbol of Ramesses II. It neatly encapsulates the key events and themes of 
his remarkable reign. 

A Word on Egyptian Dates 

The Egyptian calendar consisted of twelve months, each thirty days long, to which 
they added five “extra days,” said to be the birthdays of the gods, to make 365. The 
twelve months were grouped into three seasons: “Inundation Season,” called Akhet in 
Egyptian; the “Season of Emergence,” or Proyet; and “Harvest Season,” called Shomu. 
(“Inundation” referred to the annual flooding of the Nile. “Emergence” referred to the 
sprouting of new crops.) 

Years were numbered by a pharaoh’s “regnal year.” The first year of Ramesses’s 
reign was “regnal year 1,” his last “regnal year 67.” A new pharaoh’s reign began the 
day after the death of the previous pharaoh. Historical events are cited by the year 
of the pharaoh at that time. Due to gaps in the historical record, matching Egyptian 
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regnal years with our Western dating system must be approximate at best. For more 
on ancient dates and chronology, see p. xxxiii.

I II III IV I III IIIII IIIIV IV

30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

Akhet (Axt) Proyet (prt) Shomu (Smw)

Civil New Year’s Day
I Akhet 1

Accession of Ramesses II
III Shomu 27

5 
ex

tra
 d

ay
s

Diagram of the ancient Egyptian calendar showing the civil New Year’s day and Ramesses II’s accession 
day. Each month has 30 days, with five “extra days” added at the end of the civil calendar representing 
the birthdays of the gods.

In this book I have attempted to walk the line between offering a lively, accessible 
account of Ramesses II and providing scholars with an up-to-date assessment. Egyp-
tologists and ancient historians will find in my notes the scholarly citations and com-
mentary they require. Since the special characters Egyptologists use to transcribe the 
ancient language would baffle many readers, I have anglicized key Egyptian words 
and phrases in the main text, but my notes have the Egyptian and Akkadian translit-
erations familiar to experts. 

Ancient texts are usually damaged in some way; seldom are they perfectly intact. 
Reconstructing them can be as much an art as a science. Where a text is damaged, 
it is customary to insert brackets [ ]. Words or parts of words within these brackets 
are damaged or destroyed in the original, but may be restored with various levels of 
confidence. For passages that cannot be restored the reader will see an ellipsis […]. 
In my translations, words in parentheses ( ) are not found in the ancient text, but are 
added to assist the reader in comprehending the meaning or context of the passage.
Most of the translations of ancient Egyptian texts in this book are my own, especially 
those from the Ramesside period. For cuneiform texts in the Akkadian and Hittite 
languages, including the diplomatic letters Ramesses II exchanged with the Hittite 
court, I have relied on published translations by cuneiform specialists.

As a mentor once told me, good history writing should be fine literature. While 
striving to present a balanced and thoughtful analysis of Ramesses II, I do take the 
liberty of recreating three scenes from a participant’s point of view, in the introduc-
tion and chapters five and nine. Hopefully this will enliven the book for most readers 
without trying the patience of my colleagues in Egyptology. 

Ancient history is a messy, uncertain enterprise. We cannot claim to be revealing 
the definitive, objective truth about the past. Rather, as my graduate mentor Bill 
Murnane told me, we are having an ongoing conversation, offering up a “best guess” 
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about what may have been and how it might have occurred. We must accept that 
most of the distant past is lost to us, and be thankful for what we have. 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to friends and colleagues who have 
aided me in this project over the past several years. If I omit anyone due to lapse of 
memory, I am sorry. I am grateful to my colleagues at the University of Memphis, 
Joshua Roberson, Chrystal Goudsouzian, and Bradford Pendley, as well as current 
and former graduate students including Erika Feleg, Dennys O’Connor, Cristina 
Rose, Mark Janzen, Katie Fincher, Rebekah Vogel, Amr Shahat, Roy Hopper, Kevin 
Johnson, and David Larson.

A warm thank you goes to Ray Johnson and Brett McClain at Chicago House. I 
would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Jean Revez, codirector of the Kar-
nak Hypostyle Hall Project, for his invaluable collaboration, unparalleled collegial-
ity, and an abiding friendship for many years. My research and fieldwork at Karnak 
have been greatly facilitated by the former and current directors of the Franco-Egyp-
tian Center at Karnak, François Larché, Emmanuel Laroze, Christophe Thiers, and 
Luc Gabolde, to all of whom I express my thanks. Thanks go to colleagues in North 
America, the UK, and Europe including Ron Leprohon, Benoît Lurson, James Hoff-
meier, Benedict Davies, Heather McCarthy, Jana Mynářová, Dana Bělohoubková, 
Katja Goebs, Ogden Goelet, Sameh Iskander, Hourig Sourouzian, Aidan Dodson, 
and in the southern hemisphere to Boyo Ockinga in Sydney and Jennifer Hellum in 
Auckland. I wish to express my sincere thanks to my Egyptian colleagues including 
the Minister of State for Antiquities Dr. Khaled El-Anany and the Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of Antiquities Dr. Mostafa Waziri. Thanks go also to Mohammed 
Rafat Abbas, Adel Kelany, Hazem Shared, and Mariam Ayad. For their insights into 
matters Hittite, I am grateful to Gary Beckman and Trevor Bryce. 

A special callout goes to Anthony Spalinger in Auckland. I have benefited im-
mensely from his friendship and consultation. His research has had a profound influ-
ence on my own thinking since I first encountered his writings in my undergraduate 
days in the mid-1980s. As my notes will attest, his seminal work on all aspects of 
Ramesside history is indispensable. To him I owe countless references and crucial 
observations through an ongoing correspondence and face to face visits in Auckland, 
Memphis, and elsewhere for the past two decades. 

Writing and editing this book has profited immeasurably from friends and col-
leagues who are not Egyptologists, but who are well versed in the craft of good 
historical writing and who have generously offered their editorial advice and as-
sistance. Thanks go to Jan Sherman, Aram Goudsouzian, Roger Long, Dan Veach, 
and most especially to Carol Conaway, for her tireless efforts in helping me refine 
multiple chapter drafts. For his love and emotional support, I thank my spouse Glenn 
Forsythe. Finally, I am most grateful to my editor Billie Jean Collins for her editorial 
expertise and patience for supporting me in this project for several years. As Tol-
kien observed, the tale grew in the telling, and I am profoundly grateful that she has 
helped me reach the end of this quest.
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A final expression of profound gratitude goes to two men whose prodigious and 
meticulous scholarship and personal kindness and generosity have inspired me deep-
ly and served as paragons of the historian’s craft to which I aspire. The late Bill 
Murnane (1945-2000) was my mentor and dear friend. He tutored me in the craft 
of field epigraphy at Karnak Temple in the 1990s. As a mentor, he trained me in the 
methods of rigorous historical analysis, which his own work exemplified. Professor 
Kenneth A. Kitchen through his lifetime of prolific and exacting scholarship made it 
possible for all Egyptologists to delve into the history and culture of the Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Dynasties through his Ramesside Inscriptions series, a monumental 
sequence of volumes of hand copies, translations, and analysis of all the hieroglyphic 
inscriptions of this era. His interpretive work overflows in countless books and ar-
ticles he penned over the course of more than sixty years. Kitchen’s engaging prose 
shines through in his captivating biography of Ramesses II, Pharaoh Triumphant. I 
stand on the shoulders of these two colossi. To them I dedicated this book. 

Peter J. Brand
Memphis, Tennessee
August 2022
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Chronology

Note: All dates before 690 BCE are approximate. Dates prior to the Roman period are 
BCE. Some dates are concurrent due to multiple kings or even dynasties ruling at the 
same time. Dates adapted from Hornung et al. 2006. Foreign contemporaries of New 
Kingdom pharaohs are from Assyria, Babylonia, Hatti, and Mitanni.

EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD

First Dynasty (2900–2730)
Second Dynasty (2730–2590)

OLD KINGDOM

Third Dynasty (2590–2544)
Fourth Dynasty (2543–2436)
Fifth Dynasty (2435–2306)
Sixth Dynasty (2305–2118)

FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Seventh and Eighth Dynasties (2150–2118)
Ninth and Tenth Dynasties (2118–1980)
Eleventh Dynasty (earlier) (1989–2009)

MIDDLE KINGDOM

Eleventh Dynasty (Nebhepetre Monthuhotep II onward) (2009–1940)
Twelfth Dynasty (1939–1760)
Thirteenth Dynasty (1759–1659)

SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Fourteenth and Fifteenth Dynasties (? – 1540)
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Dynasties (? –1540)

NEW KINGDOM Foreign Contemporaries

Eighteenth Dynasty (1539–1290)
 Ahmose 
 Amenhotep I
 Thutmose I
 Thutmose II
 Hatshepsut
 Thutmose III 
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 Amenhotep II
 Thutmose IV Artatama I (Mitanni) 
 Amenhotep III Kadashman-Enlil I (Babylon);   
   Tushratta (Mitanni)
 
 Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten Suppiluliuma I (Hatti);  
   Tushratta (Mitanni)
 Smenkhkare
 Neferneferuaten
 Tutankhamun Suppiluliuma I (Hatti)
 Ay
 Horemheb Mursili II (Hatti); Muwatalli II 
   (Hatti)

Nineteenth Dynasty (1292–1191)

 Ramesses I (1292–1290)
 Sety I (1290–1279) Muwatalli II (Hatti)
 Ramesses II (1279–1213) Adad-Nirari I (Assyria); 
   Kadashman-Turgu (Babylon);  
   Kadashman-Enlil II (Babylon);  
   Muwatalli II (Hatti);  
   Urhi-Teshub (Hatti); 
   Hattusili III (Hatti);   
   Tudhaliya IV (Hatti) 
 Merenptah 
 Sety II 
 Amenmesse 
 Siptah 
 Twoseret 

Twentieth Dynasty (1190–1077)

 Sethnakhte
 Ramesses III
 Ramesses IV
 Ramesses V
 Ramesses VI
 Ramesses VII
 Ramesses VIII
 Ramesses IX
 Ramesses X
 Ramesses IX
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THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

Twenty-First Dynasty (1076–944)
Twenty-Second Dynasty (943–746)
Twenty-Third Dynasty (845–812)
Twenty-Fourth Dynasty (736–723)
Twenty-Fifth Dynasty (722–655)

SAITE and LATE PERIOD

Twenty-Sixth Dynasty (664–525)
Twenty-Seventh Dynasty (Persian) (525–404)
Twenty-Eighth Dynasty (404–399)
Twenty-Ninth Dynasty (399–380)
Thirtieth Dynasty (380–343)
Thirty-First Dynasty (342–332)

HELLENISTIC PERIOD (332–30)

ROMAN PERIOD (30 BCE–395 CE)



Ancient Dates and Chronology

Students of ancient Egypt are faced with the uncertainties and complexities of two 
different but related dating systems, each with their chronological problems. The 
first is the system of date keeping the Egyptians themselves used. The Egyptian civil 
calendar consisted of twelve months, each thirty days long, to which they added five 
“extra days,” said to be the birthdays of the gods. The twelve months were grouped 
into three seasons, “Inundation Season,” called Akhet in Egyptian, the “Season of 
Emergence,” or Proyet, and “Harvest Season,” called Shomu. 

Since the Egyptians did not account for the fact that a solar year lasts 365.24 days, 
which the Julian and Gregorian calendars allow for, the Egyptian New Year, called 
“Opening of the Year,” which fell on the first day of the first month of the Inundation 
Season (Akhet), gradually drifted backward through the year relative to the true solar 
year. At the beginning of Ramesses II’s reign (ca. 1279 BCE), the New Year began on 
June 28. By his death in 1213 BCE, it had receded to June 22.

There was no system for counting the years from a key event like the birth of 
Christ. Instead, the Egyptians chronicled the sum total of all the years every king 
reigned for as far back as they had records. Each new ruler who came to the throne 
began a new count of his years of rule, which we call “regnal years.” The first year of 
Ramesses II’s reign was therefore “regnal year one” and his last came in “regnal year 
sixty-seven.” His successor Merenptah started his own “regnal year one” and so on 
until his death. In the New Kingdom, the first day of a new king’s reign, called his 
“accession date,” came the day after his predecessor had died. Ramesses II’s accession 
date was on the 27th day of the third month of the Harvest Season (Shomu), hence III 
Shomu 27. 

To compile a full chronology of ancient Egyptian history, it is necessary to know 
the number of years each king reigned as well as the date each ruler ascended the 
throne according to the Egyptian civil calendar. But many dates are lost to us and we 
are unsure of the accession dates of some kings (like Ramesses I), while for others 
we are not certain of the total number of years they reigned (including Horemheb 
and Sety I). 

A final chronological challenge is determining precisely when these ancient 
kings ruled by our own system of dating based on the Gregorian calendar. This is 
called “absolute chronology” and is an ongoing and fiercely debated field of study 
among scholars of antiquity. Prior to the eighth century BCE, pinning down abso-
lute dates for key events is problematic. What year, for example, did Ramesses II 
come to the throne? In what year did the Battle of Kadesh occur? Inscriptions tell 
us the battle took place in his fifth regnal year. An ancient document records an as-
tronomical observation of the moon that allow us to narrow down the the absolute 
date for Ramesses II’s accession to three possibilities: 1305, 1290, and 1279 BCE. For 
decades Egyptologists have argued vigorously among themselves over which is the 
correct year. There is still no consensus, although the most widely accepted date is 
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1279, which I have used here mainly for convenience. But this should not be taken 
as definitive. 

As one of my professors, Ron Leprohon, told his students: “In Egyptology dates 
are like prices, they are subject to change.” Nor should the reader place too much 
faith in absolute dates for earlier pharaohs since the lengths of some of their reigns 
is unclear. The farther back we recede from Ramesses II’s accession, the more unre-
liable they become, so that fixing the date of, say, Amenhotep III’s reign a few gen-
erations earlier is hazardous. Even more tricky is establishing precise chronological 
sychronisms between Egyptian kings and their Assyrian, Babylonian, and Hittite 
contemporaries. 

Map of Egypt and Nubia



Map of Egypt and Nubia
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Poem

Poem of Pentaweret, 163n17. See also 
Kadesh narrative: Poem

polygamy, royal, 19, 67n34, 204–9, 
236n23, 238n45, 258, 362

Poynter, Sir Edward John, 475–76, 
491n41

Pramessu (vizier). See Ramesses I
Pre (god), 42n18, 109n76. See also Re/
Re-Horakhty (god)

Prehirwenemef: son of Ramesses II, 
55, 67n32, 137, 241n96, 250, 252, 254, 
259–60, 262, 277n69; son of Ramess-
es III, 282n138

priests/priesthood, 20, 22–23, 29, 38, 
73–75, 79–82, 178n188, 269, 328, 
351–52, 393, 395–96, 400, 418, 420, 
444, 446–47, 468; Iuwnmutef, 40, 
274n19, 410. See also high priest; 
Sem-priest

prisoners of war, 53, 66–67n26, 
176n152, 186–87, 192–93, 264; at Bat-
tle of Kadesh, 119, 155, 157–58, 330; 
Kaskean, 360–61, 363; Libyan, 401n2, 
432n70, 451, 456, 449; in triumph art 
and ceremony, 103, 114n154, 157–58, 
165–66n47, 194, 261, 266, 401n2, 418, 
449. See also hostages

processions, 29, 37–38, 73–75, 81, 
176n153, 219, 341n33, 351, 415, 418, 
420, 430, 461n32; escorting Hittite 
bride of Ramesses II, 1–2, 305, 360, 
363, 368–69, 379n102; lists of royal 
children in, 90, 207, 218, 228, 235, 
249–50, 251, 253–54, 258, 262, 264, 
275n46, 279–80n104, 456

Ptah (god), 35, 92, 224, 267–68, 
280n112, 303, 349, 384, 387–89, 
394, 396–97, 398, 403n34, 405n62, 
410, 413, 418, 447, 469; Hut-ka-Ptah 
(Memphis temple of), 100, 495; Sed-
festival and, 349, 352–53

Ptah-Tatchenen, 76, 354, 364, 366, 
369–71, 381, 391–92, 411, 424, 426

Puduhepa (Hittite queen), 321–22, 
339n16, 340n28, 370, 373, 428; 
brokers diplomatic marriages, 387, 
356–63, 370, 372, 376nn49–51, 424–
25, 427, 432n78; correspondence, 
215, 222, 319–22, 336, 338n1, 343n63, 
377n57; seal on Hittite treaty, 304–7, 
315n22

pyramids, 267–68, 280n116, 383, 
484–85, 491n41, 495–96n95

Q

Qadesh. See Kadesh
Qantir. See Piramesses
quarries/quarrying, 39, 50–52, 89–99, 
111n115, 352, 384; expeditions, 
51–52, 93, 98, 112–13n128, 113n138, 
164n34, 165n37; quarrymen and 
masons, 93, 99, 113nn134 and 138

Quban Stela, 47–48, 49, 53, 60–61, 
100–101, 113n138

Queens’ Valley. See Valley of the 
Queens (QV)

queens/queenship, 19, 75, 203–10, 
218–19, 222, 452–53; deification of, 
403n26, 422, 424, 431n65; diplomatic 
role, 222, 319–22, 339n12, 371,
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queens/queenship, continued
  379n111; Hathor and, 203, 207, 
213, 220–21, 235; iconography 
and regalia, 218, 219–21, 244n149, 
245–46n168; incestuous marriages 
of, 9, 226–28, 273n1; on military 
campaigns, 137, 173n125. See also 
Valley of the Queens (QV); and 
under individual names

R

Rahotep (vizier), 398–99
Ramesses (son of Khaemwaset), 269, 
280–81n123

Ramesses-Nebweben (son of Ramess-
es II), 255–56, 257, 276n54 

Ramesses-Siptah. See Siptah
Ramesses the Town. See Kumidi 
(Kami el-Loz)

Ramesses I, 3, 19–27, 28, 41n3, 43n33, 
46, 49, 54, 309, 314n4, 415; accession, 
42, 69–70n67; monuments, 20–21, 
23–24, 27–28, 74, 234, 255–56, 415, 
445–46; mummy, 24–25, 28, 42n21, 
436; posthumous cult and images, 
24–26, 42nn22–23, 62, 81–83, 
111n94; titulary, 23, 42n18, 109n76; 
as Vizier Pramessu (preroyal), 
19–23, 41n11, 42n18, 66n13, 109n76

Ramesses II: accession, 69–70n67, 71, 
105nn2–3, 110n80, 354; birth, age, 
and death of, 65n7, 109n76, 435, 
440, 443–47 459n2, 461n31; chil-
dren of, 54–56, 67n34, 90, 136, 204, 
206–10, 216, 222, 249–84; chronol-
ogy of reign, 83, 109n78, 244n149, 
276–77n59, 298–99n34, 429n22; 
coronation of, 71–72, 82–83, 105nn4 
and 6, 108n62; critics of/detractors, 
12–13, 85, 160–61, 171n100, 185, 413, 
423; decrees, 80, 98–100, 225, 267, 
307, 315n23, 352, 421, 440, 453; end 
of reign, 437–40; filial piety of, 47, 
62, 78–83, 90, 184–85, 268, 395–99, 
412; health and longevity, 435–37, 
440, 443, 459–60nn5–14; phantom 
older brother of, 53, 65–66n12, 483, 
494n88; as prince, 47, 49–51, 52, 
57–58, 61, 66n13, 67n44. See also 
campaigns of Ramesses II; titulary 
of Ramesses II; and under barks, 

sacred; coregencies; exodus tradi-
tion; horses; mummies, royal; reuse 
of monuments; Valley of the Kings 
(KV) 

Ramesses II, divine kingship of, 78, 
81, 95, 230, 366, 370, 381–400, 418, 
424, 431n55; at Abu Simbel, 382, 
402n25, 403n33, 418–19, 422, 431n55; 
at Amara West, 382, 403n26; bark of, 
387–88, 418; epithets, 76–78, 88, 195, 
239–40n74, 246n178, 295, 316n31, 
381, 385–86, 403nn29 and 33, 407, 
425, 428, 438; at Gerf Hussein, 386, 
424; gods of Ramesses II, 276n52, 
388–90, 392; identity of, 276n52, 381, 
384, 389–90, 394, 412; as lunar deity, 
384, 388; merges with gods, 384, 389, 
403n34, 404n43, 418, 443; in old age, 
437–38; rebus of name, 410, 418–19; 
self-adoration of, 382, 384–85, 386, 
388–89, 396–98, 418–19, 431n55. 
See also cult: of royal colossi; Re/
Re-Horakhty: Ramesses II as incar-
nation of

Ramesses II in historical memory: 
Classical accounts, 95, 197n20, 
213, 468–70, 490n18, 491n33; later 
pharaonic, 465–68; modern, 470–89, 
491n33, 492nn55–56, 493n63, 
494nn87–88; in popular culture, 475, 
478–79, 487–89, 494–95n88 

Ramesses III, 282n138, 350, 454–57, 
468; assassination of, 236n21, 277, 
457, 464n106; emulates Ramesses II, 
186, 198n28, 456, 465; royal apart-
ments, 210, 237n28; sons’ tombs, 
274n16, 282n138; strikes in 29th 
year, 270, 456; wars and war scenes, 
32, 165–66n47, 171–72nn104 and 
107, 186, 198nn31–32, 199nn36–37, 
455–56

Ramesses IV, 106n19, 112–13n128, 
164n34, 165n37, 234, 416, 453, 
457–58, 464–65, 464n113

Ramesses “Junior” (son of Ramesses 
II), 67n32, 243n123, 244n146, 250–51, 
252–53, 255, 259–60, 262, 264–65, 
269, 275n43, 277n69, 439; burial, 270, 
279n98, 282n137; as crown prince, 
66n13, 224, 264–65, 279n98, 351, 
439; on Khaemwaset’s monuments, 
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223–24, 266; letter to Hattusili III, 
320, 339n9; titles, 253, 262, 279n101

Ramessesnakht (official), 276n51, 
112n128

Ramesseum (temple), 73, 89, 110n90, 
213, 302, 325, 378n83, 384, 400, 
406n79, 409, 456, 472; Battle of 
Dapur reliefs, 123, 188–90, 191, 
200n43, 260, 266, 277n69, 278n80, 
284nn150, 152 and 157; construc-
tion, 89–90, 91, 111n94, 400; early 
documentation of, 117, 137–38, 152, 
156, 471; lists of royal children in, 
250, 252, 255, 262–63, 276n50; list 
of towns captured in year eight, 
186–88, 197–98n27, 198nn29 and 33; 
lost battle scenes, 186, 188, 198nn28–
32, 199nn37 and 39; Tuya in, 211–14, 
239n69. See also Diodorus Siculus; 
Kadesh battle reliefs; Ozymandias; 
Younger Memnon

Ramose (Hittite diplomat), 303, 305, 
315n13

Ramses. See Ramesses
Re/Re-Horakhty (god), 22, 35, 47, 77, 
81, 90, 97–98, 105n4, 114n154, 120, 
156, 182, 190, 230, 350, 353–54, 366, 
387, 391, 394, 404, 411, 421, 431n53, 
432n71, 442; Abu Simbel, 386–87, 
417–19; Ba-soul in underworld, 
442–43, 447; and Hathor, 207, 210, 
221, 235; in Hittite treaty, 303, 308, 
312; iconography of, 38, 91, 98, 103, 
109n75, 194, 281–82n133, 382, 410, 
412, 419, 421, 426, 437, 448; king as, 
182, 383–84, 389, 399, 404n43, 443, 
447; Meryatum as high priest of, 
261–62, 405n72; name written as 
Pre, 42n18, 109n76; old age of, 437, 
460n12; union with Osiris, 105n7, 
235, 404n43, 443, 447; Ramesses II as 
incarnation of, 3, 11–12, 98, 353, 381, 
384–85, 387–88, 389–90, 403nn29 
and 34, 403–4n41, 407, 413, 426, 
432n80, 437–38; syncretic forms of, 
97, 303, 403n39

rebirth (afterlife), 230, 235, 442–43, 
446–47

relief art: aesthetics of, 108n68, 
168n66, 41; bas/raised relief, 34, 37, 
42n23, 59, 68nn47 and 50, 81–83, 84–

85, 88–90, 108n68, 110n90, 413, 416; 
high quality of, 85, 105n7, 442, 447, 
457; painted designs for, 58, 68nn47 
and 50, 81; and plaster, 23, 200n46, 
231, 244–45n152, 271, 279n99, 
414–15, 420, 424; polychrome paint, 
27, 35, 40, 72, 87, 204, 221, 235, 234, 
279n99, 389, 431n62; poor workman-
ship of, 12, 85, 396, 413, 419, 447; 
sunk relief, 58–59, 68n50, 82–85, 89, 
108n69, 109n79, 413, 415–16, 447

restoration, monumental, 43–44nn 
41 and 44; Khaemwaset, 267–68; 
Ramesses II, 79; Sety II, 452. See also 
under Sety I monuments; Tutankh-
amun; Khaemwaset

Restoration Stela, 24, 28, 43n26, 
175n150

reuse of monuments: ancient, 213, 
276n50, 284nn150, 152 and 157, 
416, 448; modern, 201n58, 470; by 
Ramesses II, 42n20, 212, 231, 401n9, 
402n23, 410–11, 414–16, 430n36. See 
also palimpsest inscriptions

rituals, cultic, 58–59, 289, 321, 440, 
447; in temples, 23, 37, 56, 61–62, 
71, 81–82, 383, 385–86, 394, 399, 413, 
438; women perform, 205–7, 213, 
218–19, 221, 235, 253, 422. See also 
coronation; festivals; Opet Festival; 
Sed-festival

Rosellini, Ippolito, 431n62, 471, 476, 
491n28

royal apartments (ipet nesu), 54, 173–
74n126, 206–8, 210, 222, 237nn30 
and 42, 238n43, 239n62, 457

royal estate (per nesu), 206–8
royal family, 261, 319–23; at Abu 
Simbel, 227, 244nn142 and 149, 265; 
at Battle of Kadesh, 136–38, 164n36, 
173n121, 259; hierarchy within, 203, 
206, 209–10, 216, 222, 227, 244n142, 
247n184, 253–55; household staff, 
206, 226, 237n28, 437, 446–47, 457

royal scribe (title), 20, 22, 68n51, 262, 
351, 440

royal tombs. See pyramids; Valley of 
the Kings (KV); Valley of the Queens 
(QV)

runners, 148, 176–77nn159–60. See 
also under chariots/chariotry
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S

sacred barks. See barks, sacred
Sadat, Anwar, 482, 484–86
Sakhmet (goddess), 151, 189
sandstone, 35–36, 80, 89–91, 111n94, 
245n163, 314n7, 352, 417–18; as 
building material, 42n22, 404n54, 
407, 412; called “wonder stone,” 98, 
113n132; colossal statues made of, 
410, 245n166, 372, 452; siliceous, 
97–98, 113n132, 245n166, 372–73, 
404n54, 407, 410, 412, 452

Saqqara, 19, 225, 267, 269, 273n1, 
280–81nn123–24 and 128, 282n139, 
305, 382–83, 405n76, 460n20

sarcophagi, 233, 239n56, 242n116, 
255–56, 257, 269, 281n124, 446, 447, 
461n40, 465 

Satre (wife of Ramesses I), 218, 234, 
241n105, 284n160

scribes, 65n11, 116–19, 155, 157–58, 
161, 166n54, 172n113, 181; Egyp-
tian-Akkadian, 108n74, 109n77, 264, 
302–3, 307, 315n15, 317n49, 424; Hit-
tite, 301–2, 312, 314n4, 360; training 
of, 49–50, 65n10, 353. See also royal 
scribe (title)

Sea Peoples, 103, 171n104, 176n159, 
198n30, 449, 451, 455–56, 463n93. See 
also Libyans; Ramesses III; Sherden

Seasons; Emergence (Proyet), 97, 303, 
369–70, 440; Harvest (Shomu), 22, 
63, 71, 97, 127, 130, 354, 453–54; 
Inundation (Akhet), 78, 92, 351, 443

Sed-festival, 347–51, 374nn5 and 
8, 402n18, 457; first, 223–24, 266, 
351–54, 384, 439; later, 354, 373, 
428, 432n80, 438, 440; monuments, 
353–54, 410–24; second, 354, 364, 
381, 390–91, 401n2. See also under 
Akhenaton; Amenhotep III

Sem-priest (of Ptah), 266–68, 274n19, 
281n125, 352

Serapeum, 269–70, 280nn112 and 
120–22. See also Apis Bull

Setau (viceroy of Kush), 276n48, 398, 
401n2, 422–23, 432n70

Setepenre (son of Ramesses II), 260, 
262, 274n35, 284n152

Seth (god), 22–23, 42n14, 101, 151, 
156, 263, 282n135, 303, 312, 389–90, 

410, 442; of Avaris, 22, 41n12, 
278n90; in First Hittite Marriage 
stela, 364–68; as Hittite storm 
god, 278n90, 312, 371; and Horus, 
65–66n12, 238n54

Sethhirkhopeshef: alias of Amunhir-
khopeshef, 241n96, 263–64, 278n90, 
282n137, 284n153, 339nn8–9; son of 
Ramesses III, 282n138

Sethnakhte, 453–54 
Sethos. See Sety
Seti. See Sety
Setne-Khaemwas, in Greco-Roman 
tales, 467–68. See also Khaemwaset 
(son of Ramesses II)

Sety (father of Ramesses I), 20–21
Sety/Suty (son of Ramesses II), 255, 
260, 262, 274n35, 282n135; mother 
Nefertari, 241n96; as Suty, 282nn135 
and 137, 283n146, 283–84n149

Sety I, 24–40, 43nn36 and 44, 64, 
66n24, 71–72, 100, 105n4, 210, 446; 
in Abydos Dedicatory Inscription, 
47, 54, 61, 69n56; accession, 63, 
69–70nn66–68; bas relief of, 35–36, 
38–40, 57, 85, 108n68, 110n90, 413;  
children, 65n12, 232, 247n180, 273n1; 
coregencies, 26, 43n33, 47, 49, 61–63, 
65n4, 67n27, 107n55; cult and deifi-
cation, 39–40, 61, 68n51, 74, 107n55, 
276n59, 384–85, 402n19; end of reign 
and death, 63–63, 71, 79, 212, 443; 
Hittite peace treaty (alleged), 293, 
313, 317n51; length of reign, 69–
70nn65 and 67; in literary accounts, 
483, 494–95n75, 494n88; piety and 
humility of, 24–26, 28–29, 39, 42n22, 
43n44, 56, 268; posthumous images 
of, 42n18, 43n33, 62, 81–83, 107n55; 
preroyal career, 20–26, 42n14; in 
Ramesses II-Hattusili III treaty, 314, 
316–17n48; selects wives for Prince 
Ramesses, 54–55, 208, 215–16, 223; 
titulary, 28, 43n37, 68n51, 77, 81, 
84, 106n29, 108nn72–73, 110n82; 
tomb, 70n68, 71, 90, 105nn7, 74, 
281n133, 437, 442, 446; unfinished 
monuments, 47, 78–80; Valley of the 
Queens, 234, 248n194, 273n1; wars 
of, 11, 29–34, 44nn55, 56, and 60, 47, 
53–54, 66n25, 67n32, 102, 104, 116, 
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129, 158, 179n201, 188, 196n3, 293, 
317n51, 449. See also under mum-
mies, royal; stelae; Valley of the 
Kings: KV 17 (Sety I)

Sety I monuments, 24–26, 28–30, 
34–35, 45nn67–68, 50, 69n64, 70n68, 
93, 99, 105–6n7, 164n34, 407, 495n89, 
446; Aswan quarries and quarry 
stelae, 50–51, 93–94; restorations 
of, 28–30. See also Great Hypostyle 
Hall at Karnak; Gurnah temple; 
Sety I temple at Abydos; Sety I war 
monument

Sety I temple at Abydos, 34–35, 
44–45n62, 56–59, 61, 63, 68nn47 and 
50, 84, 88, 243n131, 281–82n133, 
414; Amunhirkhopeshef reliefs in, 
58, 59–60, 68n50, 274n19; Corridor 
of the Bull, 58, 59–60, 67n42, 68n50, 
274n19; deified Sety I, 39–40, 82, 
402n19; “helicopter” relief (pa-
limpsest), 82–84, 108n64; king list, 
56–57, 77; lists of royal children, 
245n158, 247n183, 250–53, 255, 258, 
273n8, 275nn41, 45–46, 276n50, 
283nn147–48, 284nn150, 156 and 
162–63; Ramesses as prince in, 
56–58, 59, 67n42, 243n131; Ramess-
es II completes, 47, 57–59, 60–62, 
68n50, 78–82; relief decoration, 
35, 40, 57–60, 68n47, 109n79, 414, 
495n89; Second Hittite Marriage 
Stela (fragment), 432n83

Sety I Karnak war monument, 30–31, 
32–34, 37–38, 45n68, 53–54, 59, 62, 
75–76, 105n6, 110n90, 176n152, 
178n188, 179n201, 182, 349, 494n75. 

Sety II, 232, 277n75, 283n147, 451–53, 
462nn63 and 68–71

Sety-Merenptah (son of Merenptah). 
See Sety II

Shabtuna, 131–32, 134, 172n108, 
200n46

Shasu Bedouin, 54, 166, 179n201, 192; 
at Battle of Kadesh, 132, 134–36, 140, 
173n115, 178n186, 192

shebyu-necklace, 281–82n133, 411, 
413–14 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 95, 472, 491n33

Sherden, 102–3, 113n149, 127, 
134–35, 164n36, 169n82, 171–72n107, 
176n159, 401n2, 449, 455

shield bearer, 125, 176n159, 184; Men-
na as, 146–47, 155, 167n59. See also 
under weaponry

ships, barges, and boats: divine, 
74–76, 106nn19–21, 410, 442; royal 
barge, 71, 75, 78, 222, 438, 446; trans-
ports, 50, 89–91, 92, 94, 111n115, 130, 
335, 344n80, 400, 428, 468; warships, 
102, 165–66n47, 455–56. See also 
bark, sacred

Shu (god), 389, 404n46, 410
Shutahapashap. See Amunhirkhope-
shef; Sethhirkhopeshef

Sidon, 159, 178n194, 330, 342n59
siege warfare, 32, 34, 134–35, 137, 159, 
169nn81 and 83, 175n150, 189–91, 
260, 448

siliceous sandstone. See sandstone, 
siliceous 

silver, 98, 133, 203, 220, 336, 344n82, 
350, 390, 398, 466; in diplomatic 
gifts and dowries, 337, 359–60, 367, 
377n57, 426

silver treaty tablets, 301–3, 304–5, 
306–10, 312, 315nn15, 18, and 21–22, 
316n25, 329, 334, 379n111

Silver Treaty. See treaty between 
Ramesses II and Hattusili III

Sinai. See Ways of Horus
Siptah: king, 283n147, 452–53; son of 
Ramesses II, 283n147

sistrum, 207, 211, 213, 218–19, 251, 
253, 365, 398 

slaves/slavery, 337, 360, 367, 476, 
488–89

solar god. See Amun/Amun-Re; 
Atum; Khepri; Re/Re-Horakhty 

statuary, 11, 21, 337, 359, 414, 416, 
419; “bodies,” of gods, 383, 402n15, 
404n51; cult statues of gods, 28–29, 
74, 79–80, 82, 349, 350–52, 383, 392, 
402nn14–15, 404n51, 461n32, 467; 
made from precious metals, 383, 
392, 402n14, 404n51; in processions, 
74–75, 461n32; of Ramesses I, 25, 
82–83; of Ramesses II, 79–80, 382, 
384–89, 437–38; in Sed-festival, 
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statuary, continued
 349–52; of Sety I, 61–62, 74, 79–80, 
82–83, 107n55. See also colossal 
statues; divine kingship; iconoclasm; 
and under names of individual kings 
and queens

stelae: Aswan year 2 stela, 101–3, 
110n80, 113–14n151; Bentresh 
Stela, 466–67; Coptos, 425, 432n82; 
Eighteenth Dynasty, 10, 29, 41n3, 
60, 106n20; Gebel es-Silsilah stela, 
89–90; Hassawanarti stela (Aswan), 
51–52; Hittite treaty stelae, 302–5,  
307–9, 312–13, 314n7, 316nn28 
and 30, 341n42; Khaemwaset 
stelae, 223–24, 243n124, 266, 352; 
Manshiyet es-Sadr Stela, 97–99; of 
Merenptah, 439, 449; of officials, 61, 
66n25, 68n51, 106n19, 110n80, 230, 
242n115, 401n2, 432n70; of Ramesses 
I, 23, 42n19; of Sethnakhte, 454; of 
Sety I, 24–26, 32, 34, 42n23, 44n54, 
50, 66n25, 70n68; votive, 39, 395–97, 
404–5nn61 and 63. See also Four 
Hundred Year Stela; Hittite Marriage 
Stelae; Horbeit stelae; Israel Stela; 
Nahr el-Kelb (Dog River) stelae; 
Quban Stela; Restoration Stela 

Storm God of Hatti (Teshub), 278n90, 
289, 301, 307–9, 312, 321, 324, 
327–28, 329, 331, 334, 358, 361, 363, 
371, 378n87

sun god. See Amun/Amun-Re; Aten; 
Atum; Khepri; Re/Re-Horakhty

sun goddess (Hittite), 321, 340n28 
Suppiluliuma I, 7, 9–10, 115, 171n104, 
332; in Ramesses II-Hattusili III trea-
ty, 309, 313, 317n52; relations with 
Egypt, 9–10, 16n27, 307, 313, 317n52, 
326, 335; Syrian conquests of, 6–7, 
30, 287, 288

Syria, 4, 6, 8–11, 16nn21 and 37, 
17n39, 30, 115, 127, 130, 133, 
172n113, 190, 198nn31–32, 288, 
366, 368, 466; Sety I, 30, 31–34, 
44n54, 102; and Egyptian-Hittite 
peace, 293–95, 307, 310; Egypt-Mi-
tanni conflict, 4, 6, 130, 170n91, 
287, 379n97. See also campaigns 

of Ramesses II; Kadesh, Battle of; 
Urhi-Teshub

T

Tanedjemy (princess), 248n195, 273n1
Tanis (San el-Hagar), 21–22, 96, 103, 
230, 240n75, 245n166, 353, 372, 
378n87, 407–8, 410, 412, 465. See also 
Four Hundred Year Stela; Piramesses

Tasmi-Sharruma (Hittite prince), 321, 
380n115

Tcharu (Tell Heboua), 21–23, 104, 127, 
130, 163n21, 166n55

Teher-warriors, 139–40, 152, 156, 
165n38, 178n181, 368

Tell Heboua. See Tcharu
Tell Nebi Mend. See Kadesh
temples, 5, 37, 89, 253, 268, 350, 
405n76, 415, 470; administration and 
economy of, 400, 405n76, 406n79; 
architecture, 35, 111n94, 401n6, 
405n76, 418, 421, 422, 465; con-
struction and building programs, 5, 
13, 28–29, 34, 44–45n62–63, 47, 50, 
79–81, 89–96, 110n90, 112n117, 112–
13n128, 353, 384, 391–92, 400, 401n2, 
410, 416, 422–23, 432n70; mansions 
of the gods, 37, 405n76. See also 
under individual temple names 

Ten Commandments, The (1956 film), 
167n64, 478–79, 487, 489, 492nn51, 
54, and 55

Theban Triad, 38, 73–75, 81, 106nn13 
and 19 

Thebes, 20, 34, 50, 73, 80–81, 85, 
410; during Eighteenth Dynasty, 
5, 11, 106n20, 213, 349–50, 404n54; 
Ramesses II and, 71–74, 79–83, 
89–96, 105n4, 110n90, 384, 399–400, 
406n79; royal mummy cache, 435, 
446, 459n3; as royal necropolis, 60, 
71, 233–35, 403n34, 441–43; royal 
tomb makers (Deir el-Medina), 90, 
106n19, 281n133, 442–43, 453, 456; 
as Southern Heliopolis, 92, 185, 410. 
See also Eye of Re

Theban Triad, 73–75, 106nn13 and 19
theogamy. See divine birth of king
Thoth (god), 72, 90, 412, 421, 467–68, 
482



Index	

 571

Thutmose I, 76, 105n5, 170n97, 183, 
415

Thutmose III, 4, 6, 28, 50, 52, 
68–69nn52 and 55, 113n146, 347, 
379n97, 383, 400, 460n14, 477, 
483–85; Battle of Megiddo, 4, 146, 
162n8, 169nn83 and 87, 171n104, 
175n150, 179n200, 182, 183, 197n20; 
campaigns of, 4, 6, 104, 115, 130, 146, 
160, 170nn91 and 93; and Hatshep-
sut, 62, 65n5, 238n55, 415; monu-
ments of, 112n122, 404n60, 413, 474; 
Syrian wives of, 233, 239n58

Thuya (mother of Queen Tiy), 
238n48, 240n94

Tia: brother-in-law of Ramesses II, 
61, 247n180, 273n1, 278n83; sister of 
Ramesses II, 247n180, 273n1, 278n83

Tili-Teshub (diplomat), 303, 305, 
315n12

titulary of Ramesses II, 42, 76–78, 
83–88, 109nn75–78, 110nn80 and 
82, 378n85, 381–82, 411–12, 474, 
478; Akkadian transcriptions, 86, 
109n77, 424–25, 432n82; artistic as-
pects, 364, 413–14; cartouche forms 
and spellings, 77–78, 85, 86–88, 
89, 91, 108nn71–74, 109nn75–79, 
110nn80 and 82, 111n97; chronol-
ogy, 85, 109nn77–78, 110n80, 
200n47, 242n115, 244n149, 279n99, 
381, 403n26, 411, 429–30nn22–23, 
431nn54–55 and 59; early vari-
ants, 57–58, 67n44, 85–89, 90–91, 
109nn77–79, 111n97; Golden 
Horus name, 77–78; Horus name, 
76–78, 106n29, 381; lacks titulary 
as prince, 57, 65n4, 67–68nn44–45, 
69n56; Nebty name, 77–78, 381, 
401n7; nomen, 3, 77–78, 85–88, 91, 
109nn76–78, 111n97; prenomen, 3, 
77–78, 85, 86–88, 91; rebus writings, 
410, 418–19; Ra-ms-s and Ra-ms-sw 
nomen forms, 42n18, 109nn77–78, 
87–88, 89, 110n80, 114n154, 200n47, 
242n115, 244n149, 279n99, 403n26, 
411, 429–30nn22–23, 431nn54–55 
and 59; Usermaatre, 85–87, 109n75; 
Usermaatre-Setepenre, 59, 68n50, 
85–87; variant epithets, 86, 88, 

108n72; written without cartouche, 
382, 386, 388, 431n54

titulary, royal, 69n56, 76–78, 106n29, 
107n35, 402n15, 465. See also Ra-
messes I: titulary; Sety I: titulary

Tiu (mother of Ramesses I), 22
Tiy (wife of Amenhotep III), 212, 

222, 238n48, 240nn93–94, 243n125, 
244n139, 431n65

Tiye (wife of Ramesses III), 457
Tjemehu (Libyans), 401n2
tomb robberies, 105n7, 215, 222–23, 
234, 242nn116–17, 248n202, 272, 
282n137, 282–83n139, 435, 445–46, 
456, 461nn38 and 40, 464n107 

Town of Ramesses. See Kumidi (Ka-
mid el-Loz)

treaties (Hittite), 313: Bronze Tablet, 
301, 305, 315nn14–15; with vassals, 
193, 297n1, 301, 308, 312, 317nn52–
53, 377n57. See also Kurustama 
treaty

treaty between Ramesses II and Hat-
tusili III, 1, 3, 11, 158, 214, 278n90, 
301–12, 323, 329, 337; cuneiform 
copies, 301–2, 307; deposited in 
temples, 301, 329, 334; difference 
between versions, 302, 311–12, 
316n25; envoys, 301, 304–5, 314n10; 
extradition clause, 298n34, 310–11; 
face-saving aspect, 307–8; Hittite 
seals on, 305–7, 315nn12 and 16–18, 
364–65, 378n87; leadup to, 201n58, 
285–96, 301, 308, 343n72; modern 
views of, 301, 483–85, 495n89; mo-
tives for, 286, 293–96, 344n76; as an 
oath, 312, 319, 329, 334; parity and 
reciprocity, 308, 310–11, 314n4,  
341n42; prologue, 312, 316–17n48,  
317n49; Ramesses II’s fidelity to, 
327, 329, 332–34; Ramesses II’s 
nomen, 411, 429–30n23; refers to 
earlier treaty, 313, 317nn52–53; 
stipulations, 308–11, 336; termi-
nology, 316n38, 317n52, 376n54; 
titles, 302–3, 309, 314n4, 316n30, 
339n18, 378n87; and Urhi-Teshub, 
298n34, 334. See also Akkadian: in 
Egyptian-Hittite treaty; silver treaty 
tablets; and under stelae

Tudhaliya IV, 305, 372, 428, 432n78



	 Ramesses	II,	Egypt’s	Ultimate	Pharaoh

572 

Tunip, 7–8, 31, 132, 142–43, 181, 186, 
188, 190, 198n31, 199nn36–38 

Tushratta, 4, 6, 212
Tutankhamun, 9–11, 16nn25 and 36, 
20, 23–24, 106n13, 216, 400, 415, 487,  
496n98; chariots of, 123–24, 165n45, 
166–67n55; restoration of monu-
ments, 24, 28–30, 43–44n44; tomb, 
16n25, 269, 345n92, 445–46, 477–79, 
485. See also Niphururiya Affair; 
Restoration Stela

Tuya (mother of Ramesses II), 
210, 211–13, 214–15, 222–23, 232, 
239–40n74; at Abu Simbel, 226–27, 
418; aliases, 210, 212–13; at Battle 
of Kadesh, 137, 173n121; cultic role, 
207, 211–13; death, 215, 244n148; 
diplomatic role, 214–15, 320; em-
bodies goddess Mut, 210–11, 213, 
214; granddaughters named for, 
284n155; mammisi of, 213; posthu-
mous cult of, 211–12; on Ramesseum 
colossus, 212–13, 469; statuary, 212, 
232, 245–46n168, 247n179; titles, 
173n121, 211–12, 213, 218, 226, 
228–30, 239n69, 241–42n105; tomb, 
215, 225, 233–34, 244–45n152

Twentieth Dynasty, 21, 105–6n7, 
198n28, 222, 248n202, 350, 399, 443, 
453–58, 465 

Twoseret (queen), 453–54 

U

Ugarit, 6–8, 9, 30, 129, 133, 184, 
315n12

Ullaza, 7, 31, 170n93, 181, 186, 188, 
198n31, 199nn36–37 

underworld, 49, 229–30, 235, 270, 
400, 444, 446, 469, 482; books of, 
105n7, 404n43, 442–43, 446, 456–57, 
460n12; burial equipment/goods for, 
72, 215–16, 242n116–17, 266, 270, 
444, 446–47; gods of, 229, 234–35, 
271, 282n138, 364, 389; Re’s nightly 
journey in, 404n50, 437, 442–43, 447, 
460n12. See also rebirth

UNESCO. See  Nubian Rescue Cam-
paign

Upe, 7–8, 31, 158–59, 181, 199n37, 
201n58, 342n60, 360

uraeus, 57, 221, 245–46n168, 381, 439, 
460n20 

Urhi-Teshub (Mursili III), 287–91, 
297nn10 and 14, 298–99n34, 338n1, 
343n75, 344n81 and 88, 377, 427; 
departure from Egypt, 334–37, 
344nn78, 81, and 85; diplomacy 
of, 288, 290–91, 297n12, 299n37, 
343n75; and Egyptian-Hittite 
treaty, 311, 315–16n24, 316–17n48; 
extradition, 291–93, 298n34, 310–11, 
334–36, 343n72, 344nn77–78; flight 
to and sojourn in Egypt, 291, 293, 
298–99n34; irritant in Egyptian-Hit-
tite relations, 319, 324, 329, 333–37, 
343nn67, 70, and 75, 361; king of 
Mira’s letter, 331–34, 343n71; Mursi-
li III (throne name), 194, 287, 297n8; 
in Syria, 290–91, 335, 344n88

Usermaatre (alias of Amunhirkhope-
shef), 263, 278n91, 284n153

Usermaatre/Usermaatre-Setepenre. 
See under titulary of Ramesses II 

usurpation of kingship; Amenmesse, 
232, 277n75, 451–52; Hattusili III, 
285, 289, 332; Ramesses II (alleged), 
53, 483 

usurpation of monuments. See 
erasure of inscriptions; palimpsest 
inscriptions

V

Valley of the Kings (KV), 70n68, 
73–74, 89–90, 215, 240–41n94, 
243n132, 441–43, 453, 465; KV 5 
(sons of Ramesses II), 241n96, 264, 
269–72, 279n99, 282nn133, 137, 
and 138, 282–83n139, 283n146, 496; 
KV 7 (Ramesses II), 90–91, 111n97, 
441–44, 446; KV 8, 442, 447–48; KV 
15, 451–52, 462n68; KV 16, 26–27, 
28; KV 17 (Sety I), 70n68, 71–72, 74, 
105n7, 281n133, 442, 437; KV 62, 269, 
445–46, 478–79, 485

Valley of the Queens (QV), 89, 226, 
229, 231, 233–35, 247nn185 and 188, 
248n194, 270–71, 273n1, 274n16, 
282nn138 and 139, 457; QV 33, 
248n195, 273n1; QV 60 (Nebettawy), 
231–33, 246n176; QV 66 (Nefer-
tari), 204, 215, 219, 221–22, 233–35, 



Index	

 573

246n176, 281n133, 442; QV 68 
(Merytamun), 231, 233–34, 244–
45n152; QV 71 (Bintanath), 228–30, 
233–34, 244n152; QV 73 (Henut-
tawy), 231, 233–34, 247n185; QV 74, 
233–34; QV 75 (Henutmire), 233–34, 
247n185; QV 80 (Nebettawy), 215, 
233–34

vassals, Egyptian, 8–9, 16n20, 32, 
104, 172n113, 188, 192, 201n53, 320, 
375n32, 443, 449, 466; in Amarna 
Letters, 7–8, 15n19, 16n20, 129, 
169nn86–87; at Battle of Kadesh, 
134–35, 164n36, 171n104; attend 
Pharaoh in Egypt, 341n33, 349, 
374n7; children as hostages, 49, 101, 
113n146, 206

vassals, Hittite, 134, 287, 307, 311, 
331–36, 344n81, 377n57, 427; at 
Battle of Kadesh, 149, 153, 158–59; 
rebellion of, 193, 332–33, 336, 448; 
treaties with, 285, 301, 305, 308, 312, 
317n49, 332

viceroy of Kush (official), 53–54, 
66–67nn25–26, 100–101, 252, 
273–73n15, 451, 496n98. See also 
Hekanakht; Huy; Setau

Victory in Thebes (Ramesses II’s 
horse), 151, 155, 177n170

vizier (official), 10–11, 41nn8–9, 252, 
277n76, 292, 350, 354, 410, 440; at Bat-
tle of Kadesh, 115, 135, 143–44, 252, 
158; Paser, 78, 320, 326; Pramessu 
(Ramesses I), 20–21, 22, 41nn9 and 
11, 49, 255–56; Rahotep, 396, 398–99; 
Sety, 22–23, 41n11

votive stelae. See stelae: votive 

W

Wadi es-Sebua (temple), 245n163, 
401n2, 422–24, 425, 426, 432n71, 
481; deified Ramesses II, 385–86, 
387, 388–89; lists of royal children, 
228, 251, 255, 258, 273nn8 and 12, 
275nn45 and 46, 276n49, 423; Vice-

roy Setau constructs, 276n48, 401n2, 
432n70

Wadi Hammamat, 112n128, 164n35, 
165n37

Wadjet (goddess), 22, 72, 78, 221, 389, 
410, 411

warfare ideology, 13, 31–32, 101, 
103, 116–18, 121, 126, 134, 136, 146, 
151, 155, 159–60, 162nn10 and 14, 
164n33, 165–66n47, 171–72n107, 
173n116, 174n144, 181, 183, 185, 195, 
196n3, 201n53, 294

Ways of Horus, 21, 104, 127, 169–
70n87

Wennofer. See Osiris
weaponry, 121–22, 125–27, 139, 
168n69; shields, 122–23, 124, 144, 
168n66, 176n159, 191, 260, 408; 
spears and javelins, 122, 125–27, 148, 
168n69

wigs. See hairstyles
wine jar dockets, 70n68, 215
women, 203, 393, 489, 496n98; concu-

bines, 205, 209–10, 236n22, 239n69, 
476; court/elite women, 54, 206–7, 
210, 218, 220, 239n69, 242n112, 
281n124, 375n32; pregnancy, child-
birth, and miscarriages, 19, 55–56, 
67n34, 204, 274n37, 328; produce 
royal linen, 220, 322; as royal nurses, 
273n2. See also chantresses; palaces: 
women of

Y

Younger Memnon (colossus), 93–94, 
472–73, 491n33

Yuya (father of Queen Tiy), 238n48, 
240–41n94

Z

Zannanza (Hittite prince), 10, 16nn27 
and 32, 355

Zulabi (Syrian kingdom), 344n88, 
356–57, 361, 372




