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Misdated Destructions

Site Description

Lefkandi No destruction at the end of the LH IIIB. Phase 1b 
destruction event occurred after the end of the Late 
Bronze Age.

Kynos Destruction of the storerooms occurred in the LH IIIC 
Middle.

Knossos Final Palace was destroyed in the fourteenth century 
BCE.

Palaikastro Kastri Floor 2 ended during the mid-thirteenth century BCE.

Koukounaries of Paros Mycenean citadel was destroyed ca. 1150 BCE.

Çine-Tepecik Level II la destruction dates to the mid-twelfth century 
BCE.

Miletus Third Building Period or Miletus VI dates to 1130–1060 
BCE. No evidence of destruction ca. 1200 BCE.

Beycesultan Level II destruction dates to ca. 1530–1410 BCE.

Zeyve Höyük-Porsuk Level V destruction event occurred between 1514–1430 
BCE.

Arslantepe Imperial Gate destruction dates to the first half of the 
thirteenth century BCE.

Tille Höyük Burning of the gate complex took place after 1090 BCE.

Lidar Höyük Layer <7> and the possible destruction dates to late in 
the twelfth century BCE.

Tell Rifa‘at Level III material and possible destruction can only be 
dated to the Late Bronze Age.

Alalakh (Tell Atchana) Level I dates to ca. 1300 BCE. No clear evidence of 
destruction was uncovered at the end of Level I.

Tel Dan Ceramics and C14 dates from Level VIIA1 place the 
possible destruction between 1150–1130 BCE.

Hazor Stratum XIII and 1A multibuilding destruction took 
place ca. 1250 BCE.
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Misdated Destructions

Tell Keisan Based on recent analysis of the ceramics the Stratum 13 
destruction took place ca. 1150 BCE.

Shiqmona The possibly destroyed public building dates to the 
fourteenth century BCE. No end of the Late Branze Age 
destruction was uncovered.

Megiddo Stratum VIIA Stratum VIIA dates to the mid-twelfth or beginning of 
the eleventh century BCE.

Beth-Shean The Stratum S-3a earthquake took place in the mid-
twelfth century BCE, likely ca. 1150 BCE.

Jaffa Based on the renewed excavations the Stratum RG-3a 
destruction took place between 1134–1115 BCE. 

Tel Ḥarasim The destruction event occurred in the mid-thirteenth 
century BCE.

Tel Azekah The Late Bronze Age site was destroyed in a site-wide 
destruction ca. 1130 BCE.

Tel Zayit The destruction event took place at some point during 
the early to mid-LB IIB.

Lachish Level VI The Level VI site-wide destruction took place ca. 1130 
BCE.

Tell el-Ḥesi, Pilaster 
Building

The Pilaster building was destroyed between 1150–1130 
BCE.

Tel Sera’ The Egyptian garrison was destroyed in the middle or 
third quarter of the twelfth century BCE.

Tell Jemmeh The Phase G–H destruction dates to the Iron II. No 
evidence of destruction ca. 1200 BCE.

Tell el-Far‘ah (South) The destruction took place at the end of the twelfth 
century BCE. Egyptian presence disappeared prior to 
this destruction.

Tell Irbid C14 dates derived from short-lived samples places the 
destruction event between 1395–1260 BCE.

Pella The destruction occurred at the end of the twelfth 
century BCE, possibly in association with Tell Deir Alla.

Tell Deir Alla The earthquake induced destruction of Phase E occurred 
ca. 1150 BCE.

Tell es-Sa‘idiyeh The destruction of Stratum XII occurred either between 
1150 and 1120 BCE or during the Iron IIA.
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Assumed Destructions

Site Description

Orchomenos Only broken pottery, fallen plaster, and pieces of melted 
lead were recovered from the floor of the courtyard.

Krisa There is only a statement that the site was destroyed 
with no published evidence of destruction in any struc-
ture.

Iria Some burnt material in a pit was assumed to be a de-
struction. There was no damage visible to the buildings.

Athens The Houses on the North slope were not houses at all. It 
was refuse that was dumped on the stairs.

Ayios Stephanos Burning was uncovered in one room from Trench Beta 
11. No other damage was recorded.

Khania (Kydonia) Burning was only uncovered in part of Room A of Build-
ing 1. This was likely a contained accidental fire.

Alishar Höyük Drews misquoted von der Osten saying the site was 
destroyed by fire. The site was abandoned ca. 1250 BCE.

Kouklia Palaepaphos Some burnt sherds from the wells at Evreti were cited as 
destruction. The settlement itself has not been found.

Myrtou-Pigadhes No burning or wall collapse was uncovered, though the 
altar may have been destroyed by humans.

Alassa (Pano Mandilaris 
and Paliotaverna)

No evidence of LC IIC destruction. Building II suffered 
two separate fires that did not destroy the structure.

Hala Sultan Tekke Melted silver was uncovered in City Quarter 2, the 
Northwestern Structure, Room 44. No further evidence 
of destruction was recorded.

Sinda Only ash with no other evidence of destruction was 
uncovered. 

Aleppo: Temple of the 
Storm God

There is no published evidence of a destruction. This 
supposed destruction only exists on two tables with no 
clear date.

Tell Abu Danné There is little published evidence of a destruction nor a 
clear date for the end of Level V.

Tell Faq’ous The pottery from a possible destruction can only be 
dated to the Late Bronze Age. It was assumed it took 
place with the destruction of Emar.

Ras el-Bassit Traces of fire and carbonized wood were discovered near 
a wall of a house. No other evidence of destruction was 
recorded.
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Assumed Destructions

Tell Tweini Some floors yielded layers of ash. Most buildings were 
abandoned without any evidence of burning.

Tell Sukas Patches of burnt floor and ash were highly localized. No 
destruction debris was uncovered.

Tyre Stratum XV had a black ashy layer on its floor, likely 
from domestic cooking activity. 

Kamid el-Loz Evidence of burning was only uncovered in three rooms 
of Temple T1. No other structures have destruction 
debris.

Achzib No end of the Late Bronze Age site has been uncovered 
and there is no evidence the Middle Bronze Age defenses 
were destroyed ca. 1200 BCE.

Acco Ash from an industrial context was assumed to be evi-
dence of a destruction event.

Tell Abu Hawam There is no evidence of destruction from the settle-
ment. The defenses deteriorated naturally and were not 
destroyed.

Tel Dor Stern assumed the site was destroyed by the Sea Peoples. 
He noted that no destruction had been found.

Tel Mevorakh There is no evidence of a destruction. It appears to have 
been abandoned.

Tel Zeror Some burnt beams were uncovered on a floor. No other 
evidence of destruction was seen on either mound.

Tel Gerisa An unspecified burning event from a 1929 letter was 
taken as a 1200 BCE destruction. No further evidence of 
a destruction was uncovered.

Beth-Shemesh No evidence of destruction was uncovered in the 
renewed excavations, while the original account is 
questionable.

Tell Zira‘a The occasional fallen wall and ash were assumed to be 
destruction. Likely the site was abandoned resulting in 
some collapse.

Tell Abu al-Kharaz There were scanty remains from Phase VIII, which 
lacked clear evidence of a destruction event.

Amman Airport Struc-
ture

Evidence of burning in Room VII can be attributed to the 
hearth in that room.

Ashdod Some ash from Area A does not indicate a destruction, 
as all other areas lack destruction debris.
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Assumed Destructions

Tell eṣ-Ṣafi/Gath Pottery on a floor from Area E was assumed to be a 
destruction. No other debris has been uncovered.

Qubur el-Walaydah No burning or wall collapse was uncovered. It was sim-
ply assumed that the site was destroyed.

Tell el-Ḥesi, City Sub-IV 
Egyptian Governor’s 
Residence

City Sub-IV Egyptian governor’s residence has no clear 
published evidence of a destruction.

False Citations

Site Description

Pefkakia Adrimi-Sismani repeatedly cited a destruction, even 
though the excavators clearly stated the site was aban-
doned.

Korakou Drews created a destruction assuming that the lack of 
evidence was not the lack of a destruction.

Nichoria An initial trial trench from 1959 led the excavators to 
assume the site was destroyed. Full-scale excavations 
proved this to be a false assumption, as the site was 
abandoned without destruction.

Phaistos Kaniewski et al. simply placed it on a map as destroyed 
by the Sea Peoples with no citations. No evidence of an 
end of the Late Bronze Age destruction has been found.

Alaca Höyük Bittel chose a sentence from the first season excavation 
as evidence for destruction even though all excavations 
have shown no evidence of destruction.

Kaman-Kalehöyük Drews claimed a mid-eighteenth-century BCE destruc-
tion was ca. 1200 BCE.

Domuztepe near 
Karatepe-Aslantaş

The date of a possible destruction was changed to ca. 
1200 BCE over several citations. No ca. 1200 destruction 
was uncovered.

Kourion (Episkopi)-
Bamboula

Neither Benson nor Weinberg claimed the site was de-
stroyed. No destruction was uncovered ca. 1200 BCE.

Maroni-Vournes Olive pressing debris was assumed to be a fire in a room. 
No evidence of destruction was uncovered and the site 
was abandoned.

Kition Karageorghis and Demas both state the site was not 
destroyed. Older references have been cited over newer 
works.
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False Citations

Carchemish No evidence of a destruction was uncovered in the old or 
renewed excavations.

Aleppo Drews misquoted Woolley, creating a destruction when 
Woolley never claimed there was one.

Hama Drews misquoted Barret who never claimed it was de-
stroyed. Fugmann too noted there was no destruction.

Qatna Astour listed Qatna as destroyed without evidence, 
which Drews recited and popularized.

Tell Nebi Mend 
(Kadesh)

Astour listed Kadesh as destroyed without evidence, 
which Drews recited and popularized.

Arwad Nothing is known about the Late Bronze Age site as all 
remains except for those from the Roman period have 
been removed.

Byblos Kaniewski et al. simply placed it on a map as destroyed 
by the Sea Peoples with no citations. No evidence of an 
end of the Late Bronze Age destruction has been found.

Sidon: College Site No evidence of an end of the Late Bronze Age destruc-
tion was uncovered.

‘Afula Dever claimed it was destroyed by the Sea Peoples. No 
end of the Late Bronze Age settlement has been uncov-
ered.

Tel Michal Stern claimed it was destroyed by the Sea Peoples. The 
site was abandoned ca. 1300 BCE.

Tel Batash (Timnah) Kelm and Mazar have stated the site was not destroyed, 
but it has been repeatedly cited as destroyed ca. 1200 
BCE.

Tell ej-Judeideh There was a settlement gap at the site between the EB III 
and the Iron II.

Tel Burna No evidence of an end of the Late Bronze Age destruc-
tion has been excavated. The end of the Late Bronze Age 
at the site remains unclear.

Khirbet Rabud Drews claimed Debir was destroyed citing Lapp, who as-
sumed Debir was Tell Beit Mirsim not Khirbet Rabud.

Ashkelon Phythian-Adams uncovered a layer of ash that was not 
a destruction. No destruction was seen in the renewed 
excavations.

Tell el-‘Ajjul Bell simply placed it on a map as destroyed with no cita-
tions. There was no settlement ca. 1200 BCE.
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Region/Site Scale Cause Description

Greece

Kastanas Multibuilding Unknown Trapezhaus and the Antenbau 
were burnt. No clear cause. Site 
was prone to burning events.

Dimini Single-Build-
ing

Arson/Ter-
mination 
Ritual

Only Megaron B was burnt after 
being emptied and the building 
was left undisturbed during the 
LH IIIC. Possible termination 
ritual.

Kastro-Palaia in 
Volos

Single-Build-
ing

Unknown Only the Palace was burnt, as 
houses were left alone. No clear 
cause, though arson is possible. 
The building may have been 
emptied prior to destruction.

Gla Multibuilding Arson The site was largely emptied prior 
to the burning of the gates and 
Melathron. Destruction appears 
premeditated and planned.

Thebes Multibuilding Unknown Several buildings were burnt, 
though there is no clear chrono-
logical connection between 
them. No clear cause, as there 
is no evidence for warfare or 
earthquake.

Teichos  
Dymaion

Partial Unknown Burning and debris were uncov-
ered, but the extent is unclear 
based on the current state of 
publication.

Mycenae Multibuilding Unknown Much of the destruction was 
excavated without record. 
No clear cause, though an 
earthquake seems untenable 
based on finds at Midea and 
Tiryns.

Midea Site-Wide Warfare Fifty weapons, mainly arrow-
heads, were scattered through-
out the destruction suggesting 
warfare. No clear evidence of 
earthquake.

Destruction ca. 1200 BCE by region
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Region/Site Scale Cause Description

Tiryns Multibuilding Arson/War-
fare

Monumental structures were tar-
geted and no evidence of earth-
quake. Weapons were uncovered 
in domestic structures.

Prophetis Elias/ 
Katsingri

Partial Unknown Burning was uncovered but it 
is not clear if this is a destruc-
tion or not based on the state of 
publication.

Pylos Site-Wide Warfare Weapons were scattered 
throughout the Palace of Nestor 
suggesting it was destroyed 
completely in an act of war.

Menelaion Single-Build-
ing

Unknown Much of the Menelaion was 
excavated without record, 
leaving little clues for the 
possible cause. No other 
structures were destroyed ca. 
1200 BCE.

Crete

Kannia Partial Natural Three refurbished rooms from 
a LM I villa collapsed without 
burning. This was likely from a 
natural cause, though not neces-
sarily an earthquake.

Kato Gouves Partial Unknown Some structural collapse with no 
evidence of burning was uncov-
ered. The state of publication is 
too sparse to conclude the extent 
or cause.

Anatolia

Hisarlık-Troy Site-Wide Warfare Weapons were uncovered in 
nonstorage locations. Destruc-
tion was rampant and several 
individuals were killed.

Karaoǧlan Partial Unknown At least one individual died in 
the destruction. However, the 
published information is unclear 
on the cause or scale. Destruc-
tion may predate the end of the 
Late Bronze Age.
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Oymaağaç 
Höyük-Nerik

Single-Build-
ing

Unknown The Jüngerer Tempel was burnt, 
but it had been cleared to the 
floor level by later activities at 
the site. There is no indication 
of cause.

Boğazköy- 
Hattusa

Multibuilding Arson The site was abandoned prior to 
the burning of some but not all 
of the monumental structures.

Maşat Höyük Single-Build-
ing

Unknown A single house was burnt, which 
possibly took place in the mid-
thirteenth century BCE, not 
ca. 1200 BCE. No indication of 
cause.

Fraktin Single-Build-
ing

Unknown A single house was burnt, likely 
after the Hittite Empire had 
already collapsed, based on a LH 
IIIC stirrup jar uncovered in the 
debris.

Kuşaklı-Sarissa Multibuilding Warfare Much of the site lay in ruins 
when Temple 1 and other struc-
tures were burnt. Weapons were 
found in the destruction debris. 
It was possibly prior to ca. 1200 
BCE.

Kilise Tepe Site-Wide Unknown The site was burnt, likely after 
it had been partially abandoned. 
There is no clear cause. It 
likely took place well after the 
destructions at Mersin and 
Tarsus.

Soli Höyük Partial Unknown The remains are so fragmen-
tary it is unclear if there was a 
destruction, and if so, what was 
the cause or extent.

Mersin- 
Yumuktepe

Multibuilding Unknown Burning was found in several 
structures, though the houses 
may have been avoided. This 
event possibly took place earlier 
in the thirteenth century BCE.
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Tarsus- 
Gözlükule

Site-Wide Unknown All buildings were burnt, possi-
bly by warfare. C14 dating might 
indicate this took place earlier in 
the thirteenth century BCE.

Kinet Höyük Partial Unknown Evidence of burning is minor 
based on the paucity of finds 
from the end of the Late Bronze 
Age. It is unclear if there was a 
destruction, and if so, what was 
the cause or extent.

Norşuntepe Multibuilding Warfare An arrowhead was lodged in a 
wall, likely indicating warfare. 
This is provisional as the publi-
cations are sparse in details.

Cyprus

Enkomi Partial Unknown It is unclear if this was a destruc-
tion, as burning was rare. Much 
of the debris could have resulted 
from a brief hiatus, causing the 
partial deterioration of some 
walls.

Pyla-Kokkino-
kremos

Partial Earthquake Several walls were tilted east, 
and part of the plateau collapsed 
on several rooms. Unclear if this 
preceded the site’s abandonment 
or if abandonment occurred 
later.

Kalavasos-
Ayios 
Dhimitrios

Single-Build-
ing

Accidental Building X was reused by 
squatters after the site had been 
abandoned. It partially burned, 
likely in an accidental fire.

Apliki 
Karamallos

Single-Build-
ing

Unknown A single storage building burned, 
possibly accidentally. No other 
buildings were damaged. There 
is no clear cause.

Maa 
Paleokastro

Site-Wide Warfare Weapons were uncovered strewn 
throughout the site indicating 
warfare. The site was rebuilt 
after destruction and was later 
abandoned without destruction.
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Northern Levant

Ras Shamra Site-Wide Warfare Dozens of weapons were scat-
tered throughout open spaces 
and streets in a domestic area. 
All areas of the site were burnt 
except for the Ville Sud.

Ras Ibn Hani Single-Build-
ing

Arson Only the Palais Nord was burnt, 
as all other buildings were 
untouched. It appears that the 
site was abandoned prior to this 
destruction event.

Tell Kazel Multibuilding Warfare Only the buildings in Area IV 
show evidence of destruction. 
Scattered weapons throughout 
domestic structures and on a 
street indicate warfare.

Tell Afis Multibuilding Unknown Possibly arson, as the monu-
mental structure may have been 
targeted, though this is unclear. 
The date is possibly after end of 
the Late Bronze Age.

Tell Qarqur Multibuilding Unknown Evidence of destruction has been 
uncovered in two structures, but 
there is no clear extent or cause 
based on the current informa-
tion.

Meskene-Emar Multibuilding Arson Site was partially abandoned and 
only the monumental structures 
were burnt. Houses were left 
untouched, even those adjoining 
a temple that was burnt.

Southern Levant

Tel Yin’am Multibuilding Unknown Several buildings were burnt 
while others were untouched. 
The destruction was possibly 
earlier in the thirteenth century 
BCE.

Tel Qashish Partial Unknown The end of the Late Bronze Age 
remains were highly disturbed. It 
is unclear if there was a destruc-
tion, and if so, what was the 
cause or extent.
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Jokneam Multibuilding Unknown Two buildings show evidence of 
burning. No clear cause, as much 
of the Late Bronze Age site was 
removed or is covered by Iron II 
remains.

Tel Nami Partial Natural No burning was uncovered. A 
natural event appears to have 
caused the superstructure to 
collapse, perhaps during a storm, 
given the layer of mud on the 
floor.

Megiddo VIIB Single-Build-
ing

Unknown There is no evidence of destruc-
tion outside of some possible 
material from Area AA, which is 
equivocal. It is possible Megiddo 
had no destruction ca. 1200 BCE.

Tel Hefer Partial Unknown A storage room burnt. How-
ever, it is unclear if there was a 
destruction, and if so, what was 
the cause or extent.

Aphek Site-Wide Warfare Palace VI was the sole structure 
when it was destroyed by fire. 
Arrowheads were scattered in 
the debris. This was followed by 
a local Canaanite phase.

Bethel Partial Unknown The destruction was possibly 
more extensive, but the publica-
tions are unclear and lacking 
crucial details.

Gezer Single-Build-
ing

Unknown No evidence of destruction from 
the Dever excavations. In the 
renewed excavations, a single 
building was burnt. Merenptah 
does not claim he destroyed 
Gezer. 

Tel Mor VII Single-Build-
ing

Unknown The Egyptian garrison was burnt 
with no clear cause. A new 
building was constructed that 
maintained the Egyptian charac-
teristics in Stratum VI.
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Tel Mor VI Single-Build-
ing

Natural Structural collapse without fire, 
likely as a result of mud bricks 
on a foundation of sand. The 
building was rebuilt and then 
abandoned without destruction.

Tel Miqne- 
Ekron

Single-Build-
ing

Unknown Single storage unit was burnt. 
This was followed by a local 
Canaanite phase that was then 
replaced by the Philistine city 
without an intervening destruc-
tion.

Tel Zippor Single-Build-
ing

Unknown A single storage unit was burnt, 
while the nearby temple was left 
untouched. It is possible this was 
accidental, but this is unclear.

Lachish: Area S Single-Build-
ing

Accidental A domestic structure was burnt 
in a likely accidental fire, as the 
most intense damage was in the 
kitchen. New excavations may 
change this interpretation.

Lachish: Fosse 
Temple

Single-Build-
ing

Arson/Ter-
mination 
Ritual

Building appears to have been 
ritually terminated. It may have 
been replaced by the temple in 
Area P Level VI. Area P was not 
abandoned without destruction 
ca. 1200 BCE.

Tel ‘Eton Partial Unknown It is unclear from the limited 
finds if there was a destruction, 
and if so, what was its cause or 
extent.

Tell Beit  
Mirsim

Partial Unknown Albright published no clear evi-
dence of a destruction. It might 
be that the site did not suffer a 
destruction ca. 1200 BCE.

Tel Haror Partial Unknown A mud-brick building was 
burnt with no other evidence 
of destruction. No clear cause 
based on the limited published 
information.
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Tell el-Fukhar Single-Build-
ing

Unknown The palace was burnt only after 
it had been transformed into 
a squatter’s abode. There is no 
clear cause, as there is no overt 
evidence of an earthquake.

Umm  
ad-Dananir

Partial Unknown One corner of a building had 
evidence of burning. It is unclear 
if there was a destruction, and if 
so, what was the cause or extent.

Tall al-‘Umayri Single-Build-
ing

Earthquake Building C was burnt after an 
apparent earthquake. The build-
ing had already been trans-
formed into a squatter’s abode 
prior to destruction.




