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The Chronology of Esarhaddon’s Reign

Dates     	 Year of        	
(BCE)    	 Reign	 Campaigns and Activities
————————————————————————————————————————————————––
681      	 Accession   	 Accession to the throne on the 28th/18th day of
	 year	 Addaru (March). 
680	 Year 1        	 False date of the start of the reconstruction of 

Babylon. Campaign against Nabû-zêr-kitti-lîshir of 
the Sealand (by Esarhaddon’s officer). His brother 
Naʼid-Marduk replaced him.  

679	 Year 2       	 Rebuilding of Esharra in Assur. Campaign against 
Asuhili, king of Arzâ at the Brook of Egypt. 
Campaign against the Cimmerians and Cilicia (by 
Esarhaddon’s officer).

678	 Year 3      	 Campaign against Shamash-ibni of Bît-Dakkûri, 
executed with the governor of Nippur. 

677	 Year 4      	 Campaign against Abdi-Milkûti, king of Sidon. 
Sidon became an Assyrian province. Campaign 
against Sanda-uarri, king of Kundu and Sissû.

676	 Year 5      	 Parade in Nineveh with the cut heads of the two 
kings. Treaty of vassality with Baʼalu, king of Tyre. 
Campaign against Bâzu in Arabia. Tribute of Qanâ, 
king of Dilmun.

675	 Year 6     	 Campaign against Mugallu of Melid.
678–675  		  Undated campaigns against Mannea, Scythians, 

Medes, Ellipi, Elam, Til-Ashuri, Gambulu, and 
Arabs.

674	 Year 7      	 First campaign against Egypt.
673          	 Year 8      	 Campaign against Ik-Teshub, king of Shubria. 

Death of Esharra-hammat, Esarhaddon’s wife.
672	 Year 9      	 Succession treaty: Ashurbanipal and Shamash-

shumu-ukîn crown princes.
671  	 Year 10    	 Second campaign against Egypt. Against Baʼalu 

of Tyre on the way to Egypt. Conquest of Lower 
Egypt. Conspiracies against Esarhaddon.

xiii
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670  	 Year 11    	 Conspiracies against Esarhaddon (continued). 
Purge of high dignitaries.

669  	 Year 12    	 Troubles in Egypt. Third campaign against 
Egypt. Death of Esarhaddon on the 10th day of 
Arahsamna (November). 



The Assur-Nineveh-Arbela triangle. Map by Tina Ross.
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