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Foreword

This volume of studies is dedicated to Nicholas Reeves, a brilliant scholar and curator and a peerless au-
thority on the history and material culture of Egypt during the late Eighteenth Dynasty. 

Carl Nicholas Reeves was born in Rochdale, England on 28 September 1956, the son of photographer 
Arthur Raymond Reeves and Bet Wardle. Beginning as a student of Anglo-Saxon archaeology, Nick went 
on to obtain a first in ancient history (Egyptology) at University College London in 1979. It was at UCL 
that he met his future wife, Claire Morel. During a decade balancing work and play the couple produced 
three wonderful girls—Kate, Elizabeth, and Harriet. Finding himself hopelessly outnumbered, he sensibly 
departed the chaos, though seeing his daughters frequently and ready always to share with them his love 
and advice with a dry humor. The past decade has seen Nick turn from Pa to Grandpa, and a charming one 
at that. His children love him very much, and are so very proud of him.

Nick Reeves received his PhD in Egyptology from Durham University in 1984, completing a thesis enti-
tled Studies in the Archaeology of the Valley of the Kings, with Particular Reference to Tomb Robbery and the 
Caching of the Royal Mummies. This masterful compendium served as the basis for his Valley of the Kings: 
The Decline of a Royal Necropolis (London: Kegan Paul, 1990), the first of several books and articles he 
would dedicate to the site. This deep-seated interest in the Valley eventually led him to launch the Amarna 
Royal Tombs Project (ARTP) in 1998, dedicated to investigating and documenting the site’s late Eighteenth 
Dynasty aspects in a controlled and systematic manner. 

In 1984 Nick was appointed as a curator in the Department of Egyptian Antiquities at the British Mu-
seum. There, his encyclopedic knowledge of Egyptian antiquities served him well in the conception and 
execution of a comprehensive survey of Egyptian collections in the United Kingdom. This now forms a 
part of the online Libraries and Archives Council Cornucopia database. With John Taylor he prepared the 
catalog for the exhibition Howard Carter before Tutankhamun held at the BM between 1992 and 1993, a 
natural follow-on from his appointment as part-time curator to the seventh Earl of Carnarvon at Highclere 
Castle in 1988. At Highclere he created an exhibition based around those objects retained from the fifth 
Earl’s early work at Thebes and elsewhere, and in 1990, with Claire, organized the famous Highclere Con-
ference on the Valley of the Kings with its first-ever showing of Egyptian antiquities from the collections 
of Queen Elizabeth II.

The jobs have been many and characteristically varied. For a time, Reeves served as archaeology cor-
respondent on the London Daily Telegraph and as area editor on ancient Egypt for the Macmillan (now 
Grove) Dictionary of Art.  He would go on to found Libri Publications and later initiate and edit the Egyp-
tology series established by Duckworth (now Bloomsbury Academic). 

For some years, Nick served as curatorial consultant to the Freud Museum in London, cataloging and 
publishing from the famous psychoanalyst’s collection of antiquities. He would later work for a decade as 
honorary curator and later director of collections for the Denys Eyre Bower Trust at Chiddingstone Castle, 
eventually resigning from the post in protest at the Trustees’ endless sales of Castle artworks. 

From 2000–2010, Reeves was G. A. D. Tait Curator of Egyptian and Classical Art at the Myers Museum 
of Egyptian and Classical Art at Eton College in Windsor, organizing a number of important research and 
exhibition projects and working diligently toward what he had hoped might be a permanent installation 
of this exceptional collection at Eton itself. 



xii WONDERFUL THINGS

In 1990, he visited Japan for the first time as a British Museum staff member, and in 1994 was invited 
for a term as visiting lecturer in Egyptian art and archaeology in the Egyptian Culture Center, Waseda 
University, Tokyo. During the next years he spent more and more time in Japan, developing a deep ap-
preciation of Japanese art, archaeology, and history. In 1996, in collaboration with the Freud Museum in 
London, he organized the exhibition Freud as Collector at the Mikazuki Gallery in Tokyo, and in 2008 he 
arranged a tour to six major venues across Japan of Egyptian masterworks from the Eton Myers collection 
and Durham University’s Oriental Museum. These exhibitions built upon six earlier Eton shows he had or-
ganized, with accompanying catalogs, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Rijksmuseum 
van Oudheden in Leiden, the Roemer- und Pelizaeus-Museum in Hildesheim, the Centro Cultural Conde 
Duque in Madrid and the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Bordeaux.

In 2010, Reeves was invited to spend a year in the Department of Egyptian Art at The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, New York, as Sylvan C. Coleman and Pamela Coleman Memorial Fellow; to his pleasure and 
surprise, in 2011 he would be appointed Lila Acheson Wallace Associate Curator of Egyptian Art at that 
same institution. A highlight of Nick’s time at the Met would be his identification of the mummy masks 
of Amenhotep, overseer of builders of Amun, and his wife Mutresti, an inspiring piece of archaeological 
detective work. He left New York to spend a year as scholar in residence at the storied School of Anthro-
pology of the University of Arizona, Tucson, afterward maintaining these links as a senior Egyptologist 
on the University of Arizona Egyptian Expedition. Now back in England, his work is focused once again 
on the late Amarna era and the detailed analysis of Tutankhamun’s treasures.

Reeves was elected a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London in 1994. 

Kate Cattermole-Mitchell
Elizabeth Patterson
Harriet Charters
Yumiko Ueno
Peter Lacovara
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