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This is the book that I often wished one of my predecessors had written, but fell 
to my task as the longest-serving proponent of the languages of the Near East at 
Yale still extant. It had its beginnings in memoranda I prepared in my years of uni-
versity service to explain to committees and administrators the several disciplines 
we then represented, in the preparation of which I soon came to appreciate both 
the exceptional and the typical in Yale’s engagement with this fascinating region. 
Although at the time of this writing there is a lively interest in the history of the 
study of the Near East in Europe and the United States, I could find no model to 
imitate for a diachronic but micro-historical survey such as this, focused on the 
lives and careers of a restricted group of people within a much larger institution, 
brought together by certain common interests, research techniques, values, and 
approaches to humanist scholarship.1 A. Bartlett Giamatti once described academic 
departments as “the bane as well as the prop of academic existence.” Whichever 
one chooses, and I prefer the second, that must be the frame of reference for much 
of this study.

I have preferred a documentary to a summary or analytic mode of presentation, 
lest the limitations of my own knowledge and understanding filter out something 
that may prove helpful in the future to someone following a particular agenda. 
In this spirit, it has seemed to me worthwhile to arrange for posterity a century’s 
worth of visions and proposals for the growth, maintenance, and diversification of 
a small but vital scholarly enterprise against the background of what was happen-
ing elsewhere in the American academy at the time. At the very least, they repre-
sent a genre of closely defined, utopian academic output, such as reposes through-
out the archives of American universities. That virtually none of them achieved 
their desired result scarcely diminishes the outlook they offer on the central con-
cerns of the American Orientalist project of the mid- to late twentieth century in 
particular. Judging from the lack of acknowledgments or responses in the files, a 
goodly proportion of these may never have been read by the addressees, especially 
after the generations of deans, provosts, and presidents had passed away who paid 
prompt attention to mail they received from faculty. One might even say that, by 
the writer’s time, planning for the future had become a rather forlorn rite, regu-
larly requested and dutifully performed before a silent audience, but the resulting 

1. Such an approach was recommended, in principle, by the historian Thomas Bender, 
Intellect and Public Life: Essays on the Social History of Academic Intellectuals in the United 
States (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997), 14: “Writing intellectual history 
from a local standpoint becomes an exciting possibility. Here the full intellectual matrix of 
intellectual life can be studied in sufficient detail to grasp the way in which specific ideas 
or ways of thinking develop, gain hegemony or lose significance, and are used in particular 
settings.” 
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documents can be a boon to the historian and I am grateful for the effort that went 
into them.

I see this project as more of a sequence of overheard conversations than a 
sweeping historical study. It is, furthermore, not intended to take a view of the 
university as a whole, for which I am not qualified, but offers, so to speak, a limited 
perspective on a teeming urban life seen from but one apartment window or expe-
rienced by traversing one or two side streets.

For the half century immediately preceding the time of writing, memory, with 
all its attendant gaps, reinterpretations, and fictionalizations, plays a key role, so 
long as the key archival resources are closed to research, or, with the onset of the 
age of electronics, may not even exist a few years hence. To remember some things, 
we perforce forget others, so I sometimes present what I cannot check or confirm. 
Over the years, I sought to get beyond the striking lack of interest in institutional 
memory characteristic of Yale, as well as the ever-expanding blanket of confiden-
tiality and secrecy of modern institutions in general, by drawing on recollections 
of others willing to share them. I owe much, therefore, to reminiscences, responses 
to queries, and specific information and documents provided to me by department 
faculty and staff past and present, including John Darnell, Maureen Draicchio, 
Ayala Dvoretzky†, Jonas Elbousty, Karen Polinger Foster, Eckart Frahm, Bassam 
Frangieh, Shiri Goren, Beatrice Gruendler, Dimitri Gutas, William W. Hallo†, Ulla 
Kasten, Bentley Layton, Miguel Perez-Cabello, Marvin Pope†, Franz Rosenthal†, 
William Kelly Simpson†, Mark Smith, and Robert Wilson. For those who are de-
ceased, I have often wished I had asked them for more; to those still living, my 
thanks for your patience and good will. You bear no responsibility for the outcome. 
T. E. Lawrence once wrote that the “prejudices of historians are generally the rich-
est part of their narratives.” Whether or not that is true, I have made no effort to 
conceal my own and do not apologize for them.

I am under special obligation to Charles Long and Lloyd Suttle for their advice, 
perspective, and information on administrative matters based on their profound 
knowledge of Yale University management, remaining, of course, fully within the 
parameters of the discretion any university has the right to expect of her key ad-
ministrators. They have borne with my numerous inquiries graciously and have 
been most generous and informative in their responses to the extent their pro-
fessional responsibilities have allowed. I thank Joseph Gordon, Howard Lamar†, 
Richard Levin, Linda Lorimer, John Meeske, Ellen Ryerson, and Barbara Shailor 
for help, correction, and information on various past matters, as well as Tamar 
Gendler for granting me an interview on more recent events. Penelope Laurans 
generously shared with me her research on the complex history of Yale’s foreign 
language requirement and bracing comment on other matters. Frank Griffel, Mar-
cia Inhorn, and Kishwar Rizvi provided me with information and perspectives on 
the development of programs in the modern Middle East under the auspices of the 
Yale Council on Middle Eastern Studies, in which I was only tangentially involved. 
For memories of staff work in the Babylonian Collection half a century ago, I thank 
Sandra Walker Perko and Martha Rennie. Nelleke Van Deusen-Scholl kindly gave 
me access to historical files in the Yale Center for Language Study.
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Preface

This book is about Yale’s engagement over the course of three centuries with the 
languages and civilizations of the Near East. Focusing on Yale allows us to under-
stand more fully not only how and why this particular institution approached these 
subjects, but also how and why American Orientalism developed in the same time 
span, often under the impetus and aegis of Yale scholars. As we shall see, Yale’s 
faculty starred such figures as Ezra Stiles, Josiah Gibbs, Edward Salisbury, William 
Rainey Harper, Charles C. Torrey, Albert T. Clay, Albrecht Goetze, Millar Burrows, 
Franz Rosenthal, and William Kelly Simpson, whose careers and writings mark 
milestones in the evolution of American Orientalist scholarship, and whose lived 
experience as members of the Yale community tells a significant story of its own.

Although their biographies would make a useful chronological framework for 
this inquiry, two other perspectives have equal claims on our consideration. First 
are the historical specifics of the languages until recently combined in Eurocen-
tric thinking under the rubric Oriental Studies. In the case of Yale, these included 
Hebrew and other biblical languages; Arabic, Persian and Turkish; the languages 
of ancient Mesopotamia, now subsumed under Assyriology; and the languages of 
ancient Egypt, now subsumed under Egyptology. On the one hand, such differ-
ent areas of endeavor justify a discipline-centered approach to their past, on the 
grounds that practitioners of small academic fields may have more in common 
with their fellows than with their colleagues in other fields with whom they have 
been associated for organizational purposes. I would argue, however, that their 
common values and shared interests in the Near East amply justify treating them 
as a community.

Second are the constraints that institutional contexts and priorities placed on 
Near Eastern learning. At Yale, and elsewhere, these disparate linguistic fields were 
grouped into single faculties, then formalized into university academic depart-
ments. Accordingly, this study examines major shifts at Yale from the eighteenth 
to the early twenty-first centuries, taking up deployment of financial resources, 
student constituencies, research opportunities, collection and library building, ex-
peditions, and related topics. The intangibles of intrainstitutional social capital and 
prestige also play an important role.

We begin with the earnest efforts of a small band of seventeenth- and eigh-
teenth-century scholars to cultivate in the New World a reading knowledge of 
Biblical Hebrew and to maintain it as a subject of study at Yale and the other col-
leges of early America. The migration of Hebrew from colleges to divinity schools 
during the nineteenth century, and its subsequent redefinition as a historical and 
philological academic discipline in graduate schools, took place against the back-
drop of American religious revivalism and the desire, particularly in New England, 
to uphold a vigorous, scripturally and historically based Protestant faith as a defin-
ing element of an educated American elite.
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It was at Yale in 1841 that the first American professional Orientalist was ap-
pointed, with other American graduate schools eventually following suit. Thereaf-
ter, Near Eastern learning at Yale inspired endeavors in several leading American 
universities to create programs in biblical and Semitic studies, Assyriology, Egyp-
tology, and Arabic. Yale became a leader in the American urge to collect: Arabic 
manuscripts, cuneiform tablets, coins, ancient Egyptian grave goods, and other 
spoils of the East. Yale was also a leader in building a first-rate Orientalist research 
library and in founding and sustaining America’s first learned society devoted to 
Oriental studies and its first Orientalist periodical. Faculty in Yale’s Department 
of Semitic Languages and Literatures, inaugurated in 1886, established the first 
American research institutes in Palestine and Iraq and laid plans for archaeological 
expeditions to Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and Arabia.

During the 1930s, though, when the Ford Foundation in particular was promot-
ing the teaching of modern foreign languages that were not hitherto part of Ameri-
can university curricula, Yale developed language programs for sundry regions, 
but not the Middle East. We explore the reasons for this and the consequences. 
In the Cold War era, when strategic concerns and financial incentives stimulated 
area studies nationwide, as well as the concepts of critical languages and centers of 
strategic and political expertise and excellence, we will see that during this burst 
of American interest in the modern Near East, Yale stood aside and let others take 
the initiative.

Despite repeated and concerted efforts by Near East faculty, the Yale adminis-
tration steadfastly refused their requests for additional positions in favor of profes-
sorships in other departments, which approached the modern Middle East from 
strategic, religious, economic, and socio-political standpoints, rather than lan-
guage, literature, science, material culture, art, and civilization, which the Near 
East faculty considered necessary points of departure for any authentic under-
standing of the region.

The department’s belief in the primacy of linguistic competence was strength-
ened by the advent of Orientalists fleeing Nazism. In the 1930s, its ranks had been 
decimated by retirement and unexpected deaths. Yale’s appointment of three schol-
ars with rigorous European training in Assyriology, Arabic, and Semitics offers a 
brilliant perspective on a turning point in the history of Near Eastern learning in 
America.

The richesse et misère of the Near East as the birthplace of Judaism, Christian-
ity, and Islam bequeathed a legacy of contested space that remained unresolved 
and often tense for much of Yale’s history. Where should Christian Scripture fit in 
the curriculum? By 1920, the uneasy solution was to center Christian doctrine in 
the Divinity School; the English Bible as history and literature in the College; the 
languages of the Bible in the Near Eastern (Semitic) Department in the Graduate 
School; and religion as a phenomenon in a new Department of Religion. Since 
Jewish learning emphasized language and texts, it entered Yale as an adjunct of 
the Near Eastern graduate program, gaining momentum with the appointment of 
Jewish faculty. After Religion became Religious Studies, some of its faculty saw the 
Near East Department as subsidiary to their own.
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From 1891 to 1976, Near Eastern languages at Yale were first and foremost a 
graduate subject, so this story charts the development of what Wilbur Cross called 
“the invisible Graduate School,” including the successes, failures, and subsequent 
careers of its student constituency, as well as the evolution of institutional attitudes 
and assumptions about the department’s programs and how they affected its mis-
sion. In due season, graduate students became more outspoken about their expec-
tations from graduate study and their professors; this too finds a place in our story.

For much of its history since 1950, the educational strategies of the Department 
of Near Eastern Languages became increasingly out of step with the Graduate 
School’s frequently changing policies and visions of what graduate education was 
supposed to be. The reality was that nearly all Near East students required a longer 
apprenticeship than in other humanistic disciplines because very few had acquired 
the linguistic competence necessary for professional graduate study. The Near East 
Department remains the only one at Yale to require three full years of coursework 
prior to the comprehensive exam and dissertation stage.

This affected every aspect of student life: progress toward the degree; the tim-
ing of the comprehensive examination; withdrawal from the program; the begin-
ning of independent work; how teaching requirements could be met; possibilities 
for study abroad; and eligibility for final-dissertation-year fellowships. The depart-
ment faculty vigorously resisted, time and again, administrative calls to reduce the 
amount of coursework and to oblige department students to meet newly devised 
requirements on the same schedule as other graduate students.

With the provision of full support for all graduate students after 2000, the 
department faculty became concerned that they were developing unrealistic ex-
pectations of academic life, owing to their receiving such generous funding. The 
department was concerned as well that the concomitant reduction in admissions 
was sapping the vitality of its graduate programs, since there was little overlap 
of student cohorts in the coursework of its subfields, with entering classes of at 
most one each. Financial anxieties of previous student generations were replaced 
by worries over the lack of codified statements on procedure. In the department 
faculty’s contrasting view, the very flexibility of its program was one of its distin-
guishing strengths. They also felt that self-motivation and independent discovery 
were critical factors in the formation of a future Orientalist, as borne out by the 
department’s very high production of successful scholars over its long history.

With the establishment of the undergraduate major in 1976, the department 
faced a precipitous rise in undergraduate interest, especially in Arabic and He-
brew. Denied expansion, its small faculty found themselves expected to meet si-
multaneously the needs of a long-established, first-rate graduate program and a 
burgeoning undergraduate one. This essentially unworkable situation unfolded in 
the context of much debate over the place of foreign languages, ancient and mod-
ern, in the College curriculum. Yale’s solution was to rely on a growing underclass 
of nonladder or “instructional” faculty to sustain the undergraduate programs in 
languages. As we shall see, this led to its own set of issues for the languages of the 
modern Middle East. Yale also created a Center for Language Study, which sought 
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to set uniform pedagogical standards at the College level and to regularize and 
oversee the appointment process for language-teaching faculty.

Visibility on the Yale and community stage posed a challenge for a primarily 
philological department. Early on, Albert T. Clay agitated for a museum for dis-
playing treasures from the Babylonian Collection and related materials, but he was 
turned down. Ferris Stephens mounted some exhibits of Babylonian Collection 
artifacts in the library and he and his successor, William W. Hallo, were assidu-
ous in publicizing its activities through Yale news bulletins and articles in Yale 
publications. Beginning in 2002, annual thematic exhibits in the library’s public 
ground floor progressively raised the profile of one of Yale’s most extraordinary 
collections.

From the 1970s on, several Department faculty organized large-scale inter-
national conferences at Yale, including Assyriological, Aegeanist, and American 
Oriental Society meetings, as well as smaller symposia in Arabic-Islamic studies 
and Egyptology. The crises and destruction of September 11 and the American-led 
invasion of Iraq inspired an unprecedented series of public teach-ins and inter-
disciplinary panels that were in effect the first time the Near East Department 
as a whole engaged with current events in the region. Individual faculty, such as 
Clay and Millar Burrows, were outspoken on such issues as Jewish settlement in 
Palestine in the 1920s and the treatment of Palestinians after 1948. Despite all this 
public outreach and cooperative ventures across the university, the department 
was frequently reproached by administrators for its alleged isolation in the Yale 
community.

The transformation of archaeology into a scientific discipline finds reflection 
in the department’s field initiatives, beginning with Charles C. Torrey’s work at 
Sidon in 1900. In the early twentieth century, multiple proposals were ambitious 
and well-intentioned, but showed scant grasp of even the logistics and methodol-
ogy of the day. This situation a faculty appointment in archaeology might have 
rectified. The 1930s saw excavation at Gerasa and Dura Europos, primarily by Clas-
sics faculty; the 1942 appointment of a Near Eastern archaeologist, Harald Ingholt, 
did not change the classical emphasis. Exemplary work in Egypt and Nubia began 
in the Aswan High Dam salvage era under William Kelly Simpson, with other 
projects at Abydos and Giza, and continues to the present under John Darnell at 
prehistoric, pharaonic, and Christian sites. Yale returned to Syria with the Tell 
Leilan project, directed by Harvey Weiss, likewise a model of multidisciplinary 
archaeological research.

The growth of Yale’s administration and management and how this affected 
Near Eastern learning runs like a sometimes discordant leit motif through this 
book. The initial moves in the 1920s to deprive the professoriate of any significant 
role in institutional governance or apportionment of resources, followed by the de-
velopment of the postwar federal grant university, built Yale, by the end of our sto-
ry, into one of the largest and most expensive managerial hierarchies per student 
of any American university. While the Near East Department often felt itself a sin-
gular victim of the near ritualized administrative laments over shortages of funds 
and the necessity for reductions in faculty and academic programs, university- 
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wide protests over the restructuring of 1991 led to the abrupt serial resignations 
of the Yale president, provost, and dean of the college. As we shall see, however, 
what befell the department in 2013–2015 was a perfect storm of particular events.

For this writer, whose lived experience as a graduate student, junior then senior 
faculty member, and Babylonian Collection curator, spans over half a century of 
this narrative, the most important parts about Near Eastern learning at Yale are 
left unsaid. These are the individual personal satisfactions of research, teaching, 
friendship, collegiality, and common endeavor that Yale academic life at its best has 
afforded. They remain among the private joys of the initiate.
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ture,  15, 178; and early colleges,  11n22; 
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Kent, Charles Foster,  91n2, 106, 108, 110–14, 

117n73, 145, 159, 161, 162, 208, 210, 211, 
237, 241, 294, 471, 910; and Oriental Club 
of New Haven,  753; and Shorter Bible,  
293–94

Keogh, Andrew,  215, 221n160, 318, 337n198
Kernan, Alvin,  591, 791
King, Leonard W.,  195, 311n139
King, Shauna,  701, 869–71
King-Crane Commission,  238, 276, 332n185



1010 From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond

Kingsley, James L.,  44n16, 52–53, 73, 86; 
family, 196

Kingsley Trust Association,  196, 292, 462, 
515, 701

Kish,  306, 324
Kleiner, Diana,  551, 809, 835–36
Knopf, Carl Sumner,  358, 957
Knudtzon, J. A.,  188, 316
Kohut Collection,  179n41, 215, 292, 336, 462, 

1031
Kohut family,  604;  Alexander, 179, 215; 

George,  179; George Alexander, 179, 196, 
215, 295, 362; Rebekah,  179, 197

Kohut fellowship and publication fund,  296, 
314–15, 321, 349, 423, 462, 515, 579, 582, 
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Arabic,  639–40, 881–93; and NELC, 884; 
and YBC,  892

Millet, G.,  385
Mishal, Shaul,  675
missionary movement,  38, 42, 57, 79, 

135–36, 144–45n112, 168, 435, 439; and 
AOS,  74, 168; and King-Crane Com-
mission,  238; missionary children as 
linguists,  51n45, 146n115, 165n14; and 
Zionism,  278

Mittwoch, Eugen,  377–78, 380, 526



1012 From New Haven to Nineveh and Beyond

Modern Language Association of America,  
87

modern Near East (subject),  441n102, 458, 
636–61, 670–78, 781, 790, 791

Monis, Judah,  18–19, 18n42, 23
Montgomery, James,  229–30n6; anti-

German,  229; and Aramaic gospel 
hypothesis,  232n11;  and ASOR, 231, 234, 
244, 246, 249, 263, 274, 284; and Charles 
C. Torrey,  361–62; and Hugo Radau,  
185–86, 185–86n58; and Julian Ober-
mann,  380; and Morris Jastrow, Jr.,  283; 
and Raymond P. Dougherty,  311; and 
Stephen Langdon,  280; and William H. 
Worrell,  247, 263–64; and Zionism,  278

Moore, Andrew M. T.,  609, 688
Moore, George Foot,  120n77, 151, 178, 334, 

347; and AOS,  165; and Charles C. Tor-
rey,  120, 124, 125; and Harvard,  174–76; 
pro-German,  229–30; and Yale, 145  

Moore, Paul,  702, 702n101
Moret, Alexandre,  385
Morgan, J. Pierpont,  137, 175, 180, 181–83, 

188–90, 192, 281
Morgenstern, Julius,  381
Morris, Sarah,  684
Mosheim, Johann,  30, 30n74
MPhil degree,  506
Muhly, James,  507–9, 970–71
Muilenburg, James,  392
Müller, Max,  89, 160, 208
Munch, Edvard,  122
Münster, Sebastian, 22, 31
Murdock, James,  28n68
music:  as “Jewish,”  10–11n21; and Edward 

Salisbury, 69; and YBC,  722 
Musil, Alois,  332
Muss-Arnolt, Wilhelm,  298, 310–11
Myhrman, David,  186–87

Nabokov, Vladimir,  430, 432
Napoleon Bonaparte,  29n72, 64
Nassar, Hala Khamis,  650–51, 655–58, 661, 

666, 674, 838; no successor to,  840, 881, 
884

Nasser, Shady,  660, 665, 881
National Resource Center, Middle East, Title 

VI,  674–78

Native Americans, as lost tribes of Israel,  
11, 33–34n88

Nazism,  120n76, 343, 370–76, 385, 398–404, 
471, 474, 475, 477, 480, 527–28, 559, 912

Near East: definition,  454
Near Eastern Languages, Department of: 

admissions,  738, 743–44, 750–51, 824–25; 
Arabic language faculty,  535; chairman-
ship of,  241, 242, 468–70, 567, 692n87, 
785, 806, 851; founding of,  439–49, and 
current events,  678–82, 1044, 1046; Direc-
tor of Graduate Studies of,  223; Director 
of Undergraduate Studies of,  586–87; 
Hebrew language faculty,  596; location,  
766, 782–84, 785–86; and minorities,  596, 
797; and modern Near East,  636–61, 676; 
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163, 173, 239, 347



 Subject Index 1013

Nordhaus, William,  783–84, 812–13, 818, 
819n39, 840

Nordheimer, Isaac,  12–13n25
Northcliffe, Viscount,  275
Northwest Semitic,  529, 609, 616, 633, 

647–49, 653, 790, 792, 815, 822, 825, 
827–29, 833, 838, 889; and FAS Steering 
Committee, 886.  See also Ugaritic

Novak, Ray,  849, 851, 852, 858, 866

O’Brien, Timothy,  584
O’Callaghan, Roger T.,  488
Obermann, Julian,  193n83, 337–46, 350, 

430, 431, 490, 491–96, 521–22, 781, 911, 
1037; appeals from Europe to,  397–402, 
404; appointment of,  348–49, 379, 380, 
381–83, 390; and colloquial Arabic,  437–
38; family of, 475; on NELL chairman-
ship,  469; and Oriental Studies,  424–25, 
429, 441–44; and undergraduate major,  
438, 443, 454–57, 461; and Yale Judaica,  
341–42; and Zionism,  279

Odewald, Max,  354–59, 963
Oertel, Hanns,  222–24, 230, 281, 376
Old Persian, 68n106, 75; instruction in, 106, 

430, 619.  See also Persian
Olmstead, Albert T.,  458
Oppenheim, A. L.,  217, 398, 402–4, 482, 560, 

922
Orientalism:  in art,  76; concept of,  906–7, 

922–23, 930n55; defined,  2n3, 15n33, 904; 
and Edward Said,  642–43, 754, 754n124; 
usefulness of,  536–37, 536–37n41

Oriental Club of New Haven,  238, 753–55, 
753n123

Oriental Studies, Department of,  382, 
424–32. See also Area Studies

Ostrander, Harry,  235, 258, 266, 321
Ott, Laurence,  414
Outka, Gene,  621
Owen, Charles A.,  346, 363, 950
Owen, David,  699
Owens, Thomas R.,  287

Palestine Oriental Society,  267–69. See also 
Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society

Palestinians,  341, 398, 472–73, 662, 665–66, 
675

Panbabylonianism,  168–70, 201–3; and 
Albert T. Clay,  203–7

Paret, Rudi,  379
Patton, Walter M.,  163, 208
Paulus, Susanne,  422
Payne, Elizabeth,  715, 721, 990
Peabody Museum,  214, 282, 290, 291, 353, 

549, 694, 866, 878, 886; and YBC,  513–19, 
892–902  

Pearce, Laurie,  589, 980
Pearson, Eliphalet,  27–28, 43, 44
Pedersen, Holger,  372–74
Pelikan, Jaroslav,  513, 537, 761
Pennsylvania, University of: early Hebrew 

instruction at,  12; faculty salaries at, 808; 
museum of, 191, 192

Perceval, Caussin de,  65
Perkins, Ann,  571, 779, 780, 795
Persian, 130, 394, 431, 436, 875, 907, 909; 

faculty, 1979–2012, 696; instruction in,  
347, 447, 465, 635, 640, 653, 655, 658, 696, 
794, 829–30, 881, 882–83, 885.  See also 
Old Persian

Peters, John Punnett, 92, 100–101, 133–
34n97, 184–85, 208, 215, 263, 269, 304, 
577; and ASOR, 263–64, 283

Petrunkevich, Alexander,  333
Pfeiffer, Robert H.,  317
Phelps, William Lyon,  98–99, 157, 456n122
PhD degree,  217, 219–20
Philby, H. St. John,  332, 332n184
Phillips, Andrew,  219–20, 221
philology,  21, 34n92, 37, 40, 50, 56–57, 62, 

83–84, 105, 203, 237, 542, 912; defined,  
56, 441–42, 484

Phoenician, 907; instruction in,  106, 733, 
825; Karatepe,  343; Sidon inscription,  
147, 152

Phythian-Adams, Lt. Col.,  250, 255
Pickering, John,  33n88, 75
Pierson, George,  496–98, 786, 791, 801
Pillet, Maurice,  329–30
Pinches, Theophilus G.,  188, 207n124, 298
Plessner, Martin,  377, 383, 386
Pococke, Edward and Richard,  31, 906
Poebel, Arno,  304, 404, 419
Pohl, Alfred,  403, 490, 527
Polak, Benjamin,  692, 841, 886, 892
Pollard, Thomas D.,  761–67, 770, 772
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Pollitt, Jerome J.,  598–99, 617, 629–30; 
Kagan-Pollitt Plan,  729, 762

Polotsky, Hans,  545, 548n58, 550, 754
Ponet, James,  608
Pool, Derek de Sola,  262, 262n50
Pope, Arthur Upham,  404
Pope, Marvin H., 359, 448, 454, 501, 503, 508, 

509, 510–11, 521–24, 543, 779, 790, 808, 
813, 964–65, 1039; and archaeology,  793; 
as department chairman,  569, 572–74, 
793; and modern Hebrew,  591; and Per-
sian,  696n96; promotion of,  494–95, 792; 
retirement of,  609, 815; on Ugarit and 
the Bible,  342

Porada, Edith,  575–76, 795
Porte Royale grammar,  65
Porter, Frank C.,  110, 240, 753
Porter, Noah,  74, 78–79, 78n144, 221
Postel, Guillaume,  11n22, 31, 67
Pound, Ezra,  191, 191n75
Price, Derek de Solla,  535, 535n38
Price, Ira M.,  94, 94n11
Prideaux, Humphrey,  22–23, 22n50, 27
Prince, John D.,  163, 310, 311
Princeton University: and Arabic,  436, 882; 

and archaeology,  288; and cuneiform 
tablets,  199; and Egyptology,  549; and 
Near Eastern studies,  378, 431, 434, 439, 
464, 468, 645, 743, 791, 911

printing: and Hebrew Bible,  18n42, 61–62; 
and Near Eastern languages,  45–46, 75, 
490

Pritchard, James B.,  398, 460–61
Prochaska, Alice,  548–49, 691, 719, 877
Prokosch, Eduard,  394–95, 508n182
Puritanism,  10–11, 10–11n21, 21–23, 79–80
Pusey, Edward,  45

Qatna,  286
Quatremère, Étienne,  65, 68
Qur’an,  66–67n100, 115–16n70, 377, 528n18, 

906; and Arabic poetry,  67, 67n102; in 
early America,  29; instruction in,  65, 
70, 104, 105, 107, 118, 121, 157, 161, 347, 
463, 534, 640; and Charles C. Torrey, 126, 
128–29, 178n39, 238n22, 528n18; and 
inscription on Sterling Library,  346 

Rabinowitz, Louis,  338, 338n204, 341, 452, 

453, 493, 494; professorship,  524, 525–26, 
538, 545

Radau, Hugo,  185–86, 185–86n58, 187, 188, 
191, 206, 313, 419, 577

Rainey, Froehlich,  476, 542
Ramsay, Sir William,  160, 252n39, 284–85, 

284–85n93
Ranis, Gustav,  677
Ranke, Hermann,  185, 358, 385, 402, 402n48
Rassam, Hormuzd,  149n117
Rathjens, Carl,  343, 474–75, 475n135
Ravis, Christian,  16, 16n36, 17, 23, 907
Reiner, Erica,  404, 560
Reinhardt, Carl,  126, 138, 163
Reisner, George,  160, 284, 289
Religion, Department of,  212, 219, 315, 335, 

424, 444, 447–49, 455, 495, 583, 604, 910; 
founded,  162, 237–38

Religious Studies, Department of,  533, 610, 
641, 642, 674, 732, 790

retirement, faculty, 810, 813
Richard, Alison,  87n164, 544, 645,  648, 

740–43, 834, 856; and endowed funds,  
867; and language study,  925–26; and 
technology,  857

Ripley, S. Dillon,  513–18, 542.  See also Pea-
body Museum

Ritner, Robert K.,  545, 545n55
Ritter, Helmut,  377
Rizvi, Kishwar,  677
Robinson, Edward,  41–42, 44–45n18, 47, 

48, 49–52, 49n35, 55, 58, 84, 115, 116n72, 
178, 908

Robinson, Therese von Jakob,  50
Rockefeller Foundation,  225, 306, 307, 324, 

325, 429, 431, 439, 464; and Area Studies 
at Yale,  440, 446, 670; General Education 
Board,  328–29n176, 869  

Rockefeller, John D.,  102, 164, 166, 327, 499; 
Rockefeller family,  233, 538, 540

Rodgers, Jonathan,  875, 978
Rodin, Judith,  623, 797, 832–34
Rogers, Rutherford R.,  576
Rosen, Jonathan,  576, 682, 699, 700
Rosenthal, Franz,  3, 356–57n253; 404, 490, 

494, 506, 510, 524–38, 527n16, 906, 923, 
1052; and Assyriology,  612; as book 
collector,  547; critics of,  614, 614n8; as 
department chairman,  610, 614–15, 617, 
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639, 640, 641, 808, 812, 846; driving style 
of,  502; and intensive language study,  
919; and Judaic Studies,  604, 605–6; 
lectureship,  526, 1040; and modern Near 
East,  537–38, 611, 674; and Modern 
Standard Arabic,  590, 639, 923–24; and 
Orientalism,  754; and Oriental studies,  
563n85, 905, 918; and Religious Studies,  
534–35, 641; retirement of, 608, 629; on 
stealing books,  548; Sterling professor-
ship,  545; as teacher,  587, 626, 780, 922; 
on teaching, 751–52, 919; and technology,  
846, 849; and undergraduates,  588, 589, 
640, 923; and women faculty,  795–97; 
Yale behind in Near Eastern studies,  537, 
611

Rostovtzeff, Michael,  193n83, 299, 315, 325, 
327, 327n175, 362, 384–85, 389; and Dura 
Europos, 327–30; and Harald Ingholt,  
570–71; and Iranian studies,  430

Ruderman, David,  608
Russian, instruction in,  114, 428, 432, 437
Ryerson, Ellen,  803–4, 808, 810, 854
Ryskamp, Charles,  576

Sabaean, instruction in, 161
Sabar, Yona,  543, 591, 591n122, 971
Sachau, Eduard,  127, 127n83
Sachs, Abraham,  395, 406, 478–85, 478n142, 

557
Sacy, A. I. Silvestre de,  55, 63–68, 63n80, 73, 

119, 911, 923
Said, Edward,  754
salaries, faculty:  at Andover Theological 

Seminary, 46; at Columbia college, 12; at 
German universities, 236n18; at Harvard,  
173, 808; at Johns Hopkins,  808; at Yale 
Divinity School,  95; at University of 
Chicago,  102, 173, 808; at University of 
Pennsylvania,  526 

salaries, faculty, at Yale College and Uni-
versity: (eighteenth century),  6; (1850s),  
71n123; (1890s),  103; (1900),  77; (1905),  
173; (1910), 190; (1919),  235; (1930–1931),  
321; (1934),  338; (1938),  430; (1944),  570;  
(1949),  781; (1955),  498, 525; (1960s),  
526; (1970s),  543; (1980s),  808; (1990s),  
805–8; (1990s–2000s),  771; of lectors,  
593; nominal,  164, 241; paid by donor,  

339; and Charles C. Torrey,  172–77; and  
Ettalene Grice, 308, 314–15

salaries, staff,  337, 494, 498–500
salaries, student,  585
Salisbury, Edward, 45, 57, 62–78, 62n78, 

86–87, 89, 158, 216–17, 671–72, 696, 909, 
1026; house,  72, 1027; and Yale library,  
141, 161, 213–14, 1026.  See also McCurdy 
family

Salovey, Peter,  664; as dean,  601, 651, 653, 
665, 660, 744; as president,  720, 771, 879; 
as provost,  836; and YBC,  715, 890, 899

Salter, Richard,  5, 6n9, 95
Samaritan,  19, 22, 64, 106, 318, 906
Samoeil, Simon,  875
Samuel, Sir Herbert,  258, 277
Sanders, Frank Knight,  102, 103, 105, 107, 

109–14, 145, 161, 210, 237, 933; and 
Charles C. Torrey,  133, 172

Sanskrit,  202, 907; faculty,  89; and Hebrew,  
9;  instruction in,  73–74, 77, 87, 92, 104, 
106, 210, 430, 616; and library,  214, 215; 
and linguistics,  672; and Oriental stud-
ies,  37, 119, 216; and Semitic languages,  
85n159, 85n161, 115n70

Sapir, Edward,  351, 387, 394, 425, 508n182, 
671

Sayce, Archibald,  333, 333n188
Schacht, Joseph,  378, 379, 380, 383
Schaeder, Hans,  526–27
Scheil, Vincent,  278, 478
Scheltema, Johann,  300, 301, 948
Schenker, Alexander,  809–10
Scheu-Riesz, Helen,  344
Schickard, Wilhelm,  14–15, 14n30, 19
Schirmeister, Pamela,  741, 743, 758
Schlegel, Friedrich,  68, 85, 85n159
Schmidt, Benno,  608, 623, 703, 729, 777n8, 

783, 785, 797, 812; and restructuring, 
819–21, 828, 830–31

Schott, Albert,  369, 371, 384
Schrader, Eberhard,  97n21, 127, 127n83
Schwartz, Glenn,  586, 980, 1046
Schwartz, Joseph G.,  398, 954–56
Scottish Common-Sense Philosophy,  57, 82, 

82n154, 83, 85, 110
Seelye, Kate Chambers,  165n14
Selden, John,  8, 8n16, 11
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seminar, concept of,  117n73, 217, 220, 
220n156

Semites,  55, 67n103, 84–85, 111, 205
Semitic languages, 9, 13–14n28, 26, 37–38, 

47, 84, 130; and English,  59–60; and 
Greek,  232; separated from Indo-Eu-
ropean,  56, 85, 89.  See also Northwest 
Semitic

Semitics,  45, 94–96, 114, 139n106, 210–11, 
349, 604; careers in,  217–18; histori-
cal focus of,  130; place in NELC,  838; 
and Religion,  237.  See also Northwest 
Semitic

Semitics, Department of, 243, 339, 429, 439, 
764; founded, 100n26; location of, 101, 
161

Sewall, Stephan,  19, 19–20n44, 25, 28n67, 29
sexual harassment,  691–92
Seymour, Charles,  321, 338, 352, 362, 414; 

and Area Studies,  440–42, 444, 496; and 
Carl Kraeling,  448; and Charles C. Tor-
rey,  362; and History Department,  497; 
and office of provost,  776; and Oriental 
Studies,  424, 427–29, 456; and Russian,  
428

Seymour, Thomas Day,  102, 161
Shailor, Barbara,  624, 720
Shapiro, Ian,  660, 677–78
shared services,  869–71
Sidon, excavations at,  147–48, 152–54, 265, 

1030
Sigrist, R. Marcel,  422, 704, 945, 977
Silliman, Benjamin,  6, 48n33, 52, 907
Simpson, William Kelly,  506, 518, 535, 538–

51, 609, 785, 791, 808, 822, 965, 1041; and 
Archaeological Studies,  572; as depart-
ment chairman,  804; and modern Near 
East,  791; promotion of,  792; as student,  
460, 464, 509; as teacher,  359, 572, 586, 
684, 780–81.  See also Egyptology

Siskin, Edgar E.,  452–53
Slanski, Kathryn,  680
Sloane, Thomas C.,  97–98n22, 103
Slotsky, Alice,  889, 898, 899, 901, 986
Smith, Edgar F.,  31n80, 188
Smith, Eli,  51, 51n45
Smith, Gaddis,  623, 673, 926n48
Smith, John (Hebraist),  24, 24n58
Smith, Mark S.,  523–24, 829, 833, 983

Smith, Sidney,  295, 386
Smith, W. Robertson,  139; 139n106
Snell, Daniel C.,  752, 755, 975–76
Snouck-Hurgronje, Christiaan,  361, 377–80
Soden, Wolfram von,  370, 371, 384
Sollberger, Edmond,  420, 561, 561–62n79, 

754
Sommer, Ferdinand,  369, 481, 484
South Arabian antiquities,  413
Spafford, Anna,  150
Spanish, instruction in,  435, 590, 732, 826, 

908, 921
Speiser, Ephraim,  316, 382, 389, 398, 403, 

554, 612–13; and JCS,  479, 482; reviews 
NELL, 791

Spiegelberg, Wilhelm,  121, 124, 132
Spitaler, Anton,  377
Spoer, Hans,  164–65
Spooner, David Brainerd,  209
Sprengling, Martin,  348, 348n235, 379, 404, 

431, 483
Staël, Madame de,  39
Stanhope, Lady Hester,  153, 153–54n127
Steele, Francis,  482
Stein, Gil,  586
Stephens, Ferris J.,  31, 220, 320–23, 339, 343, 

350–51, 379, 384, 387–98, 482, 518, 522, 
557, 579, 954, 1038; and Charles C. Torrey,  
364; as department chairman,  375, 389, 
469–70; family of,  405, 504; and NELL,  
448, 454, 457, 463; and Oriental Studies,  
425, 442; as student,  358; and YBC,  198, 
320, 322, 349, 394–96, 406–23, 489, 494, 
514, 576, 583–84, 699  

Sterling, John W.,  233, 233n13; bequest of, 
176, 225–26, 233, 234, 235, 318, 347–48, 
351, 428; professorships,  89, 387, 493, 
531, 545

Stiles, Ezra,  3, 6n9, 30–36, 30n77, 41, 
55–56n59, 604, 906, 907, 1023, 1024

Stinespring, William,  129–30, 364, 521, 
960–61

Stokes, Anson,  164, 180, 181, 193
Storrs, Ronald,  244, 262, 268
Stowe, Calvin,  23, 178
Strassburg,  115, 117–24, 126, 128, 163, 217, 

220, 239
Stuart, Moses,  7n14, 26, 26–27n64, 27, 

44–49, 44n16, 55–56n59, 58, 81, 115, 178, 
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1024; and A. I. Silvestre de Sacy,  66; and 
Edward Robinson,  115; on emenda-
tion,  24n57; and German scholarship,  
30, 40, 81; and Gesenius,  44–45; and 
Noah Webster,  60; on Hebrew as oldest 
language,  55–56n59; impact on biblical 
study,  58; and Jewish scholarship,  178; 
and Josiah Gibbs,  53, 908; and Trinitari-
anism,  83–84 

Stucken, Eduard,  202–3
Sturtevant, Edgar H.,  328–29n176, 508n182, 

555, 568; and Albrecht Goetze,  372–75,  
380–82, 384–87, 392–95; and linguistics,  
671; and Oriental Club of New Haven,  
754; and Oriental Studies,  424–25

Sultantepe tablets,  415n73, 556
Sumerian: instruction in,  219, 299, 370, 430, 

462, 503, 510, 609, 838; signs,  297–98
Sumner, William Graham,  225
Sverdrup, George,  171
Syriac, 28n68, 103; at Andover,  115; and 

ASOR,  166; Coptic and Christian Near 
East,  550; Coptic-Syriac position,  
551–53; and Dura Europos,  346; in early 
America,  2, 8, 17, 19, 31, 37, 39; instruc-
tion in,  12–14, 94, 96, 98, 106, 107, 118, 
119, 121, 125, 126, 128, 157, 161, 219, 234, 
267, 347, 370, 430, 449, 532, 648; at Paris,  
65; type fonts for,  75 

Taft, Horace,  588–89
Tahtawi, Rifa’at,  64
Talvyj.  See Robinson, Therese von Jakob
Tassy, Garcin de,  63, 63n80
Taylor, Charles H.,  573–74, 791–98, 845
Taylor, Christopher,  618–19
Taylor, Donald,  226
technology: business systems,  859–62; 

climate control,  858; computer,  845–52; 
duplication,  842–45; email,  855–58; 
slides,  161, 458, 571, 573–74, 853; Sound-
scriber, 455, 460, 499; tape recorder,  853–
54; telephone,  158–59, 856; typewriter,  
215, 484, 499, 508, 846, 847–48; websites,  
862–65, 1050; word processing, 849–52

Tedesche, Sidney,  364, 956
Tell Brak,  685
Tell el-Ful,  284
Tell el-Qadi,  284

Tell Harmal,  486, 489, 698
Tell Leilan,  582, 684–88, 688n75, 734, 858, 

863, 1046, 1047
tenure,  235, 727, 799, 810; and women,  627, 

795
Teysseire, Pascale,  692, 987
Thavapalan, Shiyanthi,  413
Thayer, J. Henry,  133, 151; fellowship,  166
Thomas, Bertram,  332, 348
Thompson, R. Campbell,  206n120, 251, 

251n38, 256, 297, 333
Thureau-Dangin, François,  239, 256, 298, 

311n139, 316, 330, 403, 478, 556, 894; and 
Albert T. Clay,  286

Tissard, François,  19n43
Torrey, Charles C., 157–80, 220, 227–67, 910, 

1029, 1030; and Abraham Shalom Yahuda,  
491; and American Oriental studies,  
228–29; appointment of,  133; and Arabia,  
231, 233–34, 238; Arabic studies,  171, 
490, 906; and Albert T. Clay, 180–81, 
206n120, 296, 391; Aramaic gospels 
hypothesis of,  232, 232n11; and ASOR,  
134–35, 142–44, 148–51, 166–68; 166n15; 
231, 234, 246–47, 264; and Assyriology,  
170, 181, 306–16; defense of dissertation,  
128; as department chairman,  223–24, 
240, 346; and Divinity School,  912; and 
Dura Europos,  328–31, 346, 348; edition 
of Ibn Abd al-Hakam,  131–32, 136, 143, 
229, 230, 232, 234, 237, 238, 242, 360; as 
editor,  164–65; and Egyptology,  351–52; 
and endowed funds,  321; and Ettalene 
Grice,  294–96; and Ezra-Nehemiah,  
129–30, 159, 171, 361–62; family of,  115; 
and Ferris J. Stephens, 390–93, 410; 
and Franz Rosenthal,  528, 528n18; and 
Graduate School,  223, 230, 243, 281; and 
Harvard,  174–75; and inscription on 
Sterling Library,  346; and Jerash,  331; 
and Josiah Gibbs,  55, 346–47; and Judaic 
studies,  334–35; and Judaism,  178–79, 
349, 604; and Julian Obermann,  337–38, 
341; and Landberg manuscripts,  137–41; 
on language study,  903; marriage of, 178; 
and music,  122, 128, 150, 159; and Old 
Men’s Club,  160; and Oriental Club of 
New Haven,  753, 778; and Persian,  347, 
696; and Raymond P. Dougherty,  
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Torrey, Charles C. (continued)
 312, 349–50, 391; and Religion,  114, 238, 

583; retirement tributes to,  359–65; and 
Semitics Club,  208; and Shorter Bible,  
293–94; and Sidon,  144–48, 152–55, 265; 
and slides,  853; as student,  115–29; 
studies Coptic,  348; successor to,  376; 
as teacher, 129–30, 164, 210, 219, 244, 
267, 325, 347, 456n122, 552; and Wil-
liam Rainey Harper,  2, 91, 108; and Yale 
expedition,  284, 306, 323–27; and Yale 
Oriental Museum,  291; and YBC, 308–10, 
412; and Zionism,  276, 278.  See also sala-
ries, faculty; South Arabian antiquities

Torrey, Marian R.,  177, 267, 347
Touro, Isaac,  30
Toy, Crawford,  94, 170n24, 176, 347
Tremayne, Arch,  196, 231, 300, 319, 422, 949
Trinitarian orthodoxy,  43, 83–84
tuition and fees:  in Germany,  69, 120; in 

Paris,  65; at Yale,  120, 218, 241, 505–8, 
624, 738, 739, 744, 763, 767, 782, 820

Tuqan, Fawwaz,  473–74, 970
Turkish, instruction in,  431, 640, 653, 655, 

658, 676; faculty 2004–2015,  697
Turner, Frank,  168, 581, 601, 703, 777n8, 810; 

and endowed funds,  865, 865n85; and 
graduate student unionization,  755–56; 
and language study,  924; and NELC,  
620–21, 629, 686, 786; and restructuring,  
820–30, 831

Ugaritic,  342, 521; instruction in,  447, 455, 
462, 732, 733, 779, 825, 834

Ungnad, Arthur,  236, 236n19, 237, 239, 297, 
312–13, 314

unionization: clerical and technical workers, 
501, 757, 809, 811; graduate students, 
729–30, 735, 738, 744, 744n122, 755–58, 
782

Unitarianism,  28, 29, 40, 43, 48, 82–83, 109, 
908

Ur,  199, 269–70, 324, 326, 1034
Uruk,  192, 199, 288, 306, 317, 324–25, 327; 

and Dura Europos project,  329
Ussher, James,  9n17, 25, 25n60
Ustinov, Plato von,  149, 149n117, 200

Van Ess, John,  269–72, 270n62

Van Name, Addison,  58, 58n67, 214
Van Seters, John,  359, 509, 968
Viscusi, Virginia Condon,  867, 974; fund, 

725, 867–68
Vloten, Gerlof van,  136, 136n102

Wagensonner, Klaus,  709, 838
Walker, Sandra Perko,  504
Walters, Stanley,  507, 967
Walzer, Richard,  526
Ward, William Hayes,  133, 133n97, 161, 

170n24, 255, 272, 273n66, 280, 292
Ward, Robert B.,  584
Watanabe, Chikako,  723
Waterman, Leroy,  316, 403
Webster, Noah,  56, 59–60, 59n69, 75, 908; 

dictionary revised,  78n144, 89
Weigle, Luther,  449, 450, 453–54
Weiss, Harvey,  579, 587, 609, 611–12, 636, 

673, 684–88, 784, 786, 818, 822, 1046; and 
Bandar initiative,  622–23; and modern 
Near East,  651, 654; and technology,  
850, 858, 863.  See also archaeology; Tell 
Leilan 

Welles, C. Bradford,  448, 464, 468, 469–70
Westbrook, Raymond,  752, 980–81
Whitburn, A. Stuart,  325–26, 326n171
Whitney, William Dwight,  70–71, 74, 84–89, 

86n163, 89n170, 222, 671, 910, 1027; books 
to Yale library,  215; and Egyptian,  239, 
550; and Semitic languages,  37–38, 84, 
92; and William Rainey Harper,  91–92, 
96. See also Sanskrit

Wigglesworth, Michael,  20
Willard, Sidney,  15n33, 24–25, 25n59
Willcocks, Sir William,  269, 270n62
Williams, Frederick W.,  315, 456
Wilson, Arnold,  251, 251n37, 252, 253, 267, 

272, 273, 289n93
Wilson, Horace Hayman,  63, 63n79
Wilson, John A.,  398, 404, 483, 869
Wilson, Leslie,  724, 987
Wilson, Robert,  595, 601, 616, 618, 758, 816, 

826, 891
Wilson, Woodrow,  258, 259, 266, 276 
Winckler, Hugo,  127, 127n83, 156n133, 

188n65, 202, 205, 206, 206–7n122 
Winder, R. Bayley,  612, 612n2
Wittek, Paul,  378–79
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Wolfson, Harry,  559, 604
Wolodarsky, Meyer,  114, 940
women: and academic clubs,  209, 754; em-

ployment of, 296; faculty,  224, 225, 795; 
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