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has been given to the major factors in the decline and eventual disappearance of these politi-
cal constructions—usually within a system collapse framework—understudied is the evidence 
for the net social, economic, and cultural effects of warfare during this period upon so-called 
peripheral zones. This study revisits this context during the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1550–1100 
BCE) across the Levant, Anatolia, and northern Mesopotamia with the aim of highlighting the 
implicit textual evidence for the impact of imperial warfare upon and state claims over the 
region’s communities. Refugee policies, as articulated among treaties, edicts, and international 
correspondence, are examined to highlight the persistence of forced migration and resettlement, 
its scale and frequency during this period. Particular attention is focused on the Levant where 
both the Hittite and Egyptian Empires maintained a presence throughout this period, adopting 
analogous policies toward the repatriation of refugees, just as also evidently occurred between 
vassals within the Levant. With the decline of these empires, it is suggested that there followed 
a decline in the curation of refugee movements, which is of central importance to understanding 
the emerging social and political landscape of the early Iron Age.
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of dispatch can be determined. Examples that satisfy these conditions provide previously un-
derstudied evidence for the activities of Ugaritian agents abroad. At the same time, this dataset 
allows us to consider related questions of epistolary and scribal protocol. The study presents 
an evaluation of the criterial value of such protocol in historical reconstruction as well as the 
evidence provided by letters sent from Ugaritians abroad for matters of script and language 
selection. Finally, a specific test case concerning Ugaritian agents in Amurru is revisited in light 
of more recent textual, onomastic, and prosopographic data.
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PREFACE

Since 2010, every four years, researchers from diverse specializations have con-
vened at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. These scholars en-
compass historians, philologists, linguists, archaeologists, and experts in ancient 
religions, all of whom focus their professional attention on the geographically ex-
tensive region spanning from modern Sudan to Anatolia and Elam. Their common 
research interest is the selected theme of the conference. In 2022, during the fourth 
iteration of the Crossroads conference, the central theme was “Migration and Mo-
bility.” From September 19–22, 2022, this conference, organized as a collaboration 
between the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Studies and the Czech Institute of 
Egyptology, featured a total of 34 papers, 19 of which are included in this volume.

Movement and mobility represent intertwined concepts that have persisted 
throughout human history. The act of moving from one place to another is, how-
ever, intricately tied to the challenges that hinder it. These obstacles can either 
be natural in origin or the product of human design aimed at constraining the 
movement of individuals or groups. Furthermore, movement and mobility can 
also manifest themselves within society, encompassing the fluid shifts of people 
within the social hierarchy and the transitions between various social groups. 
The transfer of words, technologies, and religious ideologies often accompanies 
these human movements. The region of ancient western Asia and northeast Africa 
serves as a rich repository of evidence for these forms of movement and mobility, 
extensively documented through written sources and material culture.

The initial part of the volume comprises contributions that share a collective 
interest in the political dimensions of migration and the mobility of individuals 
and populations. Aaron A. Burke delves into the intricate relationship between 
empires and refugees within the Late Bronze Age eastern Mediterranean, while 
Andrew Burlingame explores the fortunes of specific Ugaritic merchants abroad. 
Yoram Cohen and Eduardo Torrecilla focus on the precarious political circum-
stances, population movements, and safeguarding of trade routes on the eastern 
fringes of the Hittite Empire. Susan Cohen offers an archaeological perspective on 
the boundaries of what we traditionally identify as the southern Levant during the 
Middle Bronze Age. Steven Garfinkle revisits the recurring theme of Amorite mo-
bility during the Third Dynasty of Ur, presenting both a spatial and social perspec-
tive. Jacob Lauinger analyzes population movements in the Alalakh region during 
the Middle and Late Bronze Age. Ellen Morris provides a profound examination of 
the forced mobility of women in the ancient world through compelling narratives, 
while Jana Mynářová sheds light on the existence and understanding of borders 
and boundaries in the Late Bronze Age Levant. Seth Richardson’s contribution 
scrutinizes the social aspect, examining the situation in Mesopotamia during the 
Old Babylonian period.

The second part of the volume delves into the mobility of ideas, concepts, 
and languages. Ludovica Bertolini reflects on the boundaries imposed by differ-
ent life stages, while Paul Delnero traces the movement of ideas and languages 
through the journey of Mesopotamian literary works to Tell el-Amarna in Egypt. 
Related to the use of language is Federico Giusfredi’s contribution, which raises 
the crucial question of whether Hurrian served as a spoken language in Central 
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Anatolia during the Middle Bronze Age and the early days of the Hittite state. 
Anne Goddeeris’s study centers on the social ascent of an individual named Adad-
ēṭir, whose story is elucidated through an inscription from the British Museum. 
Adam Miglio’s contribution delves into the realm of Gilgameš, divinatory texts 
like Enūma Anu Enlil, and the astrological compilation MUL.APIN. Finally, Kevin 
McGeough contemplates how archaeological theories concerning migration, mo-
bility, social evolution, and other pivotal elements influence our understanding of 
the Bronze Age.
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graduate and graduate students for their invaluable contributions, which played a 
pivotal role in the overall success of the conference. We would also like to thank 
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Keilschrifttafeln mit Siegeln: Aus den Sammlungen der 
Karlsuniversität in Prag. Prag: Karlsuniversität 1984.

IEJ Israel Exploration Journal
IJP The International Journal of Psychoanalysis
Indo-Eur. Linguist. Indo-European Linguistics
IO International Organization
IOS Israel Oriental Studies
ISACS Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures Seminars
J. Am. Eth. Hist. Journal of American Ethnic History
J. Int. Relat. Dev. Journal of International Relations and Development
J. Popul. Econ. Journal of Population Economics
JA Journal asiatique
JAA Journal of Anthropological Archaeology
JACR Journal of Applied Communication Research



xxv

	 AbbreviationsAbbreviations

JAEI Journal of Ancient Egyptian Interconnections
JAH Journal of Ancient History
JANEH Journal of Ancient Near Eastern History
JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society
JAR Journal of Archaeological Research
JARCE Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt
JCS Journal of Cuneiform Studies
JCS 14 Kennedy, D.A. – P. Garelli. Seize tablettes cappado-

ciennes de l’Ashmolean Museum d’Oxford. JCS 14 
(1960), 1–22.

JEA Journal of Egyptian Archaeology
JEH Journal of Egyptian History
JEOL Jaarbericht van het Voor-Aziatisch-Egyptisch-Ge-

zelschap/Genootschap ex oriente lux
JESHO Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient
Jew Law A S Jewish Law Association Studies
JFA Journal of Field Archaeology
JGS The Journal of Global Slavery
JMA  Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology
JMC Le journal des médecines cunéiformes
JNES Journal of Near Eastern Studies
JRS Journal of Refugee Studies
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
JSQ Jewish Studies Quarterly
JUA Journal of Urban Archaeology
KAR Ebeling, E. (ed.). Keilschrifttexte aus Assur religiösen 

Inhalts. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs 1916–1923.
KBo 1 Figulla, H.H. – E. Forrer – E.F. Weidner. Keilschrifttexte 

aus Boghazköi: Erstes bis viertes Heft. 4 vols. WVDOG 
30. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs 1923.

KBo 6 Hrozny, F. Keilschrifttexte aus Boghazköi: Fünftes und 
sechstes Heft. WVDOG 36. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs` 
1921.

KBo 9 Otten, H. Keilschrifttexte aus Boghazköi: Neuntes Heft 
(vorwiegend Texte der Grabungen 1955 und 1956). 
WVDOG 70. Berlin: Gebr. Mann 1957.

KBo 18 Güterbock, H.G. Keilschrifttexte aus Boghazköi: 
Achtzehntes Heft (hethitische Briefe, Inventare und ver-
wandte Texte). WVDOG 85. Berlin: Gebr. Mann 1971.

kt Inventory numbers, Kültepe texts
KTK Jankowskaja, N.B. Клинописные Тексты Из Кюль-

Тепе в Собраниях СССР: Письма и Документы 
Торгового Объединения в Малой Азии XIX в. До н.э. 
Памятники Письменности Востока 14. Moscow: 
Hayka 1968.

KTU(1–3) Dietrich, M. – O. Loretz – J. Sanmartín. Die keilalpha-
betischen Texte aus Ugarit einschließlich der keilalpha-



xxvi

AbbreviationsAbbreviations

betischen Texte außerhalb Ugarits. Teil 1 Transkrip-
tion. AOAT 24/1. Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener 
Verlag 1976; M. Dietrich – O. Loretz – J. Sanmartín, 
The Cuneiform Alphabetic Texts from Ugarit, Ras Ibn 
Hani and Other Places. Abhandlungen zur Literatur 
Alt-Syrien-Palästinas und Mesopotamiens 8. Mün-
ster: Ugarit-Verlag 1995 (2nd enlarged edition); M. 
Dietrich – O. Loretz – J. Sanmartín, The Cuneiform 
Alphabetic Texts from Ugarit, Ras Ibn Hani and Other 
Places. AOAT 360/1. Münster: Ugarit-Verlag 2013 (3rd 
enlarged edition).

KUB Keilschrifturkunden aus Boghazköi
Labat Labat, R. – F. Malbran-Labat. Manuel d’épigraphie 

akkadienne: Signes, syllabaire, idéogrammes. Paris: P. 
Geuthner 1995 (6th ed.).

MAA Museum siglum, Museum of Archaeology and Anthro-
pology, University of Cambridge

MAARAV MAARAV: A Journal for the Study of the Northwest Se-
mitic Languages and Literatures

MARV 3  Freydank, H. Mittelassyrische Rechtsurkunden und 
Verwaltungstexte, III. WVDOG 92. Berlin: Gebr. Mann 
1994.

MC Mesopotamian Civilizations
MDAIK Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts 

Abteilung Kairo
MRS Mission de Ras Shamra
MSL Materials for the Sumerian Lexicon
MSL 8/2 Landsberger, B. – A. Draffkorn Kilmer. The Fauna of 

Ancient Mesopotamia, Part II: ḪAR-ra = ḫubullu tablets 
XIV and XVIII. MSL 8/2. Rome: Biblical Institute Press 
1962.

MSL 9 Landsberger, B. ḪAR-ra = ḫubullu Tablet XV. MSL 9. 
Rome: Biblical Institute Press 1967.

MVCAE Material and Visual Culture of Ancient Egypt
MVN Materiali per il vocabulario neosumerico
MVN 11 Owen, D.I. Selected Ur III Texts from the Harvard Semit-

ic Museum. MVN 11. Roma: Multigrafica Editrice 1982.
MVN 13 Sigrist, M. – D.I. Owen – G.D. Young. The John Freder-

ick Lewis Collection, Part II. MVN 13. Roma: Multigrafi-
ca Editrice 1984.

NABU Nouvelles Assyriologiques Brèves et Utilitaires
NEAHL Stern, E. – J. Aviram – A. Lewinson Gilboa. The New 

Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy 
Land. 5 vols. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society 
1992–2008.

Nisaba Studi Assiriologici Messinesi



xxvii

	 AbbreviationsAbbreviations

Nisaba 33 Tohru O., in collaboration with D.I. Owen and P. 
Notizia. The Lost and Found Cuneiform Collections Re-
discovered. With copies by Herbert Sauren. Nisaba 33. 
Messina: DICAM 2020.

Neşr. C 1 Neşredilmemiş C 1, “unpublished” tablet, mentioned 
in DTCFD 5, 440, then published in M.T. Larsen, Status 
and Offices of an Anatolian Gentleman: Two unpub-
lished letters of Huharimataku from Karum Kanish. 
In K. Emre – M. Mellink – N. Özgüç, eds., Anatolia 
and the Ancient Near East. Studies in Honor of Tahsin 
Özgüç/Tahsin Özgüç’e armağan. Ankara: Türk Tarih 
Kurumu Basımevi 1989, 515–525 (based only on a 
transliteration by B. Landsberger).

OA Oriens Antiquus
OBO Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis
obv. obverse
OECT Oxford Editions of Cuneiform Texts
OECT 15 Dalley, S. Old Babylonian Texts in the Ashmolean Mu-

seum, Mainly from Larsa, Sippar, Kish, and Lagaba. 
OECT 15. Oxford: Clarendon Press 2005.

OIP Oriental Institute Publications
OIP 27 Gelb, I.J. Researches in Anatolia, Vol. 6: Inscriptions 

from Alishar and Vicinity. OIP 27. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press 1935.

OIS Oriental Institute Seminars
OJA Oxford Journal of Archaeology
OLA Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta
OLZ Orientalistische Literaturzeitung
OpAth Opuscula Athenensia
ORA Orientalische Religionen in der Antike
ORACC The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus. http://

oracc.museum.upenn.edu/.
OrNS Orientalia, Nova Series
PAe Probleme der Ägyptologie
PBS Publications of the Babylonian Section, University of 

Pennsylvania
PBS 8/1 Chiera, E. Legal and Administrative Documents from 

Nippur, Chiefly from the Dynasties of Isin and Larsa. 
PBS 8/1. Philadelphia: University Museum 1914.

PEQ Palestine Exploration Quarterly
PIHANS Publications de l’Institut historique-archéologique 

néerlandais de Stamboul
PRU 2 Virolleaud, C. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit II: Textes en 

cunéiforms alphabétiques des archives est, ouest et cen-
trales. MRS 7. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1957.



xxviii

AbbreviationsAbbreviations

PRU 3 Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit III: Textes accadi-
ens et hourrites des archives est, ouest et centrales. MRS 
6. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1955.

PRU 4 Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit IV: Textes accadi-
ens des archives sud (Archives internationales). MRS 9. 
Paris: Imprimerie Nationale 1956.

PRU 6 Nougayrol, J. Le Palais Royal d’Ugarit VI: Textes en 
cunéiformes babyloniens des archives du grand palais et 
du palais sud d’Ugarit. MRS 12. Paris: Imprimerie Na-
tionale 1970.

r recto
RA Revue d’Assyriologie et d’Archéologie Orientale
RdE Revue d’Égyptologie
rev. reverse
RHR Revue de l’Histoire des Religions
RIH Ras Ibn Hani; P. Bordreuil – D.G. Pardee. La trouvaille 

épigraphique de l’Ougarit 1. Concordance. RSO 5. Paris: 
Éditions Recherche sur les Civilisations 1989. P. Bor-
dreuil – D.G. Pardee – C. Roche-Hawley (eds.). Ras 
Ibn Hani II: Les textes en écritures cunéiformes de l’âge 
du Bronze récent (fouilles 1977 à 2002). Bibliothèque 
Archéologique et Historique 214. Beirut: Institut 
Français du Proche-Orient 2019.

RIMA Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Assyrian Periods
RIME Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Early Periods
RIME 4 Frayne, D. Old Babylonian Period (2003–1595 BC). 

RIME 4. Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1990.
Riv. Stor. Ital. Rivista storica italiana
RlA Reallexikon der Assyriologie und vorderasiatischen 

Archäologie, 15 vols. Berlin: de Gruyter 1922–2018.
RS Ras Shamra; P. Bordreuil – D.G. Pardee, La trouvaille 

épigraphique de l’Ougarit, 1: Concordance. RSO 5. Paris: 
Éditions Recherche sur les Civilisations 1989.

RSO Ras Shamra-Ougarit
RSO 7 Bordreuil, P. Une bibliothèque au sud de la ville*. Les 

textes de la 34e campagne (1973). RSO 7. Paris: Éditions 
Recherche sur les Civilisations 1991.

RSO 14 Yon, M. – D. Arnaud, eds. Études ougaritiques I: 
Travaux 1985–1995. RSO 14. Paris: Éditions Recherche 
sur les Civilisations 2001.

RSO 23 Lackenbacher, S. – F. Malbran-Labat. Lettres en akka-
dien de la “Maison d’Urtēnu”: Fouilles de 1994. RSO 23. 
Leuven: Peeters 2016.

RSQ Refugee Survey Quarterly
S&N Sudan & Nubia
SAA State Archives of Assyria



xxix

	 AbbreviationsAbbreviations

SAA 6 Kwasman T. – S. Parpola. Legal Transactions of the 
Royal Court of Niniveh, Part 1: Tiglath-Pileser III 
through Esarhaddon. SAA 6. Helsinki: Helsinki Univer-
sity Press 1991.

SAAB State Archives of Assyria Bulletin
SAHL Studies in the Archaeology and History of the Levant
SAK Studien zur Altägyptischen Kultur
SANER Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records
SAOC Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization
SEL Studi Epigrafici a Linguistici sul Vicino Oriente Antico
SemClas Semitica et Classica
SHAJ  Studies in the History and Archaeology of Jordan
SHCANE Studies in the History and Culture of the Ancient Near 

East
SMEA Studi Micenei ed Egeo-Anatolici
SpTU III von Weiher, E. Spätbabylonische Texte aus Uruk, Teil 

III. Ausgrabungen der Deutschen Forschungsgemein-
schaft in Uruk-Warka 12. Berlin: Gebr. Mann 1988.

StBoT Studien zu den Boğazköy-Texten
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