
Betw
een Philology and A

rchaeology 
 

www.lockwoodpress.com

LOCKWOOD PRESS
9 781957 454856

90000>
ISBN 978-1-957454-85-6

Bolatti G
uzzo  

and Francia (eds.)

Between Philology and Archaeology
Studies on Ancient Anatolia and the Near East  

Offered to Massimiliano Marazzi

T his volume celebrates the scientific and academic 
career of Massimiliano Marazzi, full professor of 
Aegean and Anatolian History and Philology 

at the University of Naples “Suor Orsola Benincasa.” 
His lifelong interest in the preclassical cultures of the 
Mediterranean is reflected in his intense research activity, 
carried out both as a philologist and as an archaeologist, 
with a special focus on the records of the Hittite world in 
both cuneiform and Anatolian hieroglyphic script. The 
present collection of essays, contributed by colleagues 
and friends, honors his scholarly contributions in the  
do  main of Anatolian and ancient Near Eastern studies.

Natalia Bolatti Guzzo is a former researcher of Ana-
tolian philology and epigraphy at the University “Suor 
Orsola Benincasa,” Naples. 

Rita Francia is associate professor of Anatolian studies 
- Hittitology at the Sapienza University of Rome, as well 
as guest professor of Hittite history and culture at the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome. 

edited by 
Natalia Bolatti Guzzo 
and Rita Francia



Between Philology and Archaeology





Between Philology and Archaeology
Studies on Ancient Anatolia and the Near East

Offered to Massimiliano Marazzi

edited by

Natalia Bolatti Guzzo 
and 

Rita Francia

LOCKWOOD PRESS
Columbus, GA • 2024



BETWEEN PHILOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or 
by means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be expressly 
permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writing from the publisher. Requests for 
permission should be addressed in writing to Lockwood Press, P.O. Box 1080, Columbus, 
GA 31902, USA.

© 2024, Lockwood Press
ISBN 978-1-957454-85-6

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Bolatti-Guzzo, N., editor. | Francia, Rita, editor. | Marazzi, Massimiliano, 1949- honouree.  
Title: Between philology and archaeology : studies on ancient Anatolia and the Near East offered 

to Massimiliano Marazzi / edited by Natalia Bolatti Guzzo and Rita Francia.  
Description: Columbus, GA : Lockwood Press, [2024] | Includes bibliographical references and 

indexes. | Summary: "Between Philology and Archaeology offers a collection of studies on 
the texts, scripts, and material culture of ancient Anatolia as a tribute to the career of Prof. 
Massimiliano Marazzi"-- Provided by publisher.  

Identifiers: LCCN 2024020139 (print) | LCCN 2024020140 (ebook) | ISBN 9781957454856 
(hardcover) | ISBN 9781957454849 (pdf)  

Subjects: LCSH: Hittites. | Hittite language. | Inscriptions, Hittite. | Inscriptions, Hieroglyphic. | 
Anatolian languages. | Excavations (Archaeology)--Turkey. | Turkey--Antiquities. 

Classification: LCC DS66 .B45 2024  (print) | LCC DS66  (ebook) | DDC 939/.2--dc23/eng/20240517 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024020139
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024020140

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper.



v

Contents

Preface vii

Anatolian Bibliography of Massimiliano Marazzi xi

Abbreviations xxvi

Alfonso Archi, The Chariot at Ebla 1

Gary Beckman, Parahuman Beings and Powers in Hittite Belief 17

Billie Jean Collins, Kizzuwatnean-Hurrian Religion in Hittite Anatolia 
in the Fourteenth and Thirteenth Centuries BCE: Production versus 
Preservation 27

Carlo Corti, The Terminology of the Hittite Rural World: (GIŠ)šartuliya- and 
Its Derivative 39

Paola Cotticelli-Kurras, La sintassi delle forme verbali infinite ittite:  
lo stato dell’arte 45

Paola Dardano, Un invito alla clemenza? Nota su KBo 3.28++ ii 15´–16´ 63

Stefano de Martino, Some Observations on the Hittite Decree KBo 6.29+ 75

Marco De Pietri, “The Vile Chief of Ḫatti as Captive”: Topographical Lists  
as a Source for Egyptian-Hittite Contacts 83

Silvia Festuccia, Le attività di fusione del metallo nel Vicino Oriente Antico 93

Paolo Di Giovine, Il contributo dell’anatolico alla ricostruzione delle dorsali 
indoeuropee 125

Rita Francia, GIŠ.ḪUR “tavoletta di legno (cerata)”? Riflessioni sull’origine 
della traduzione di un termine e sulla sua fortuna 141

Federico Giusfredi, On an Alleged Akkadian Idiomatic Expression in 
HAB ii 28 153

John David Hawkins, Some NİŞANTEPE Seals Revisited 161
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Preface

It seems it was yesterday when, in the autumn of 1986, the editors of the present 
volume, at that time students of ancient Near Eastern disciplines at the University 
of Rome “La Sapienza,” were attracted by the announcement, posted on the notice 
board of the Department of Glottoanthropological Studies, of new classes on lan-
guages of ancient Anatolia in the second and first millennia BCE.

They were going to be held by a young researcher, Massimiliano Marazzi, just 
returned to Italy after a long training period in Germany. From the very first lesson 
we were literally overwhelmed by his volcanic personality and lead into a research 
path that would unfold over the following years through repeated and endless 
seminar sessions, multiple projects, and stimulating scientific collaborations: an 
uninterrupted flow of ideas, experiences, and initiatives thanks to which a rich and 
profound scientific relationship has since been established and consolidated over 
time, not only on a professional basis but also on a human level.

It is therefore with great pleasure that today we can offer him this collection 
of essays as a tribute to his scientific career: a small token of gratitude and esteem 
from students, friends, and colleagues who have been sharing with him—often 
on the wave of his own enthusiasm—a passion for Anatolian studies and for the 
diverse territories of investigation, especially the uneven ones “at the border” (in 
its broad sense), that compose the articulated landscape of ancient Near Eastern 
cultures.

As a matter of fact, one of the most distinctive traits of Massimiliano Marazzi’s 
scientific personality has always been represented by his constant interest in phe-
nomena of cultural contact and interaction that occur at the interface between 
adjacent but different worlds.

The honoree graduated in Greek history at the University of Rome in 1972. He 
was soon driven by his innate curiosity to follow the traces of the early Aegean 
civilizations beyond the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea, then broadened 
his horizon of investigation into the Anatolian and Near Eastern cultures. From 
1973 to 1975 he was in Berlin, first as a fellow of the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst at the Freie Universität, then at the Deutsches Archaeologisches 
Institut.

However, it was mainly at the University of Würzburg—where he initially ar-
rived with a grant of the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung in 1983–1984—that he 
found fertile ground for cultivating and deepening his interests in the civilizations 
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of preclassical Anatolia, with special focus on the Hittite world. Relevant in this re-
spect was the mentoring role—which later developed into a relationship of esteem 
and friendship also on a personal level—played by two prominent scholars, Einar 
von Schuler and Günter Neumann, who at the time held the respective chairs of 
Altorientalistik and Vergleichende Sprachwissenschaft. This fruitful period repre-
sented also the basis for an intense collaboration with the University of Würzburg 
lasting until today. 

In Rome he was first confirmed as researcher at the Department of Ancient 
Historical, Archaeological and Anthropological Studies, then at the Department of 
Glottoanthropological Studies. In 1993 he moved to Naples as associate professor 
of Aegean and Anatolian Philology at the Istituto Universitario Orientale, then 
from 1999 he continued his tenure at the University Suor Orsola Benincasa, where 
he was full professor from 2001 until the present day. Here he constituted the Cen-
tro Mediterraneo Preclassico, a research center for the study of ancient Mediterra-
nean civilizations, with particular regard to Aegean and Anatolian cultures, within 
which he directed and coordinated various scientific initiatives in collaboration 
with both Italian and foreign institutions. After his retirement, he received the title 
of “Honorary Professor,” as a final recognition of his distinguished scientific and 
academic career.

Over the years he held further teaching assignments (among them that of visit-
ing professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome), and was also involved as 
tutor, coordinator, or supervisor in several PhD and higher educational programs 
in the field of Anatolian languages, Mediterranean archaeology, humanities, and 
cultural heritage conservation.

At all stages of his academic career, he distinguished himself as an “unconven-
tional” scholar, and in many respects as a forerunner of some innovative trends 
that characterize modern research in the humanities today. 

A noteworthy aspect of Massimiliano Marazzi’s research methodology is that 
he has generally favored an interdisciplinary approach in evaluating ancient data. 
This clearly emerges from his parallel interests both in archaeology and in philo-
logical studies, and in fact a vivid dialogue between these two domains has been 
maintained also on the strength of his fieldwork experience as an archaeologist. 

In relation to the Anatolian documents, such an integrated approach implies, 
for example, a special focus on the materiality of the texts—for instance, their 
contexts of discovery, physical appearance, typology and characteristics of the 
media, and techniques of execution—elements which all proved to be particular-
ly significant in the study of the composite character of Anatolian hieroglyphic 
writing.

A further merit of our honoree is to have envisaged from the outset—long be-
fore the now familiar notion of “digital humanities” became widespread—the op-
portunities offered by new technologies applied to the study of ancient records, 
taking advantage of the tools that gradually became available as research in this 
area evolved. 
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In response to the increasing need for systematization of the data, he promptly 
took to the creation of easily accessible electronic databases and Anatolian docu-
mentary corpora. 

Thus, based on the bibliographical and lexicological cataloging published in 
the 1980s in Archiv für Orientforschung, he promoted the project Index anatoli
cus—established in 1995 through a cooperation with the Institut für Orientalische 
Philologie (University of Würzburg) directed by Gernot Wilhelm. This was later in-
corporated into the Hethitologie-Portal Mainz as a reference tool for bibliographi-
cal and lexicological updating. Not to be forgotten is his critical edition—again as 
part of the Hethitologie Portal—of the Hethitische Königserläße, a group of texts 
of considerable complexity that constitutes one of his favorite research subjects 
in which he offered stimulating suggestions on their historical, ideological, and 
juridical background.

Another prominent topic in Massimiliano Marazzi’s interests are the Anato-
lian hieroglyphs, about which he conducted extensive scientific investigations 
based on accurate and up-to-date critical bibliographical overviews. This line of 
research—still going on—resulted, for example, in some reference works such as 
Il geroglifico anatolico (1990) and the joint publication Sammlung hieroglyphischer 
Siegel (1984, 2nd rev. ed. 2009), and, most notably, the convention of transcrip-
tions—with focus on the main interpretative problems—in Il geroglifico anatolico: 
Sviluppi della ricerca a venti anni dalla sua “ridecifrazione”(1998), which resulted 
from the roundtable organized by him in Procida in 1995 with the participation of 
some of the major experts in the field. 

Moreover, on a theoretical level, Marazzi also faced the question of the nature 
and function of graphic systems, developing themes he had the chance to discuss 
at the beginning of his career in Rome with Giorgio Raimondo Cardona. He thus 
addressed and gradually deepened crucial issues such as the relationship between 
writing and language, or that between image and sign, always placing in an ad-
equate historical-cultural and anthropological perspective the analysis of “script” 
(as a system) vs. “act of writing” (as a communicative phenomenon in its material-
ity, with its social, ideological, cognitive implications, etc.).

Given the insights that especially the earliest second millennium hieroglyphic 
material in this regard provides, it is not surprising that the honoree consistently 
devoted specific attention to it. As a recent example, he enthusiastically undertook 
the project of analyzing the imperial hieroglyphic monuments based on advanced 
3D-scanning procedures that include interpolation and visualization of 3D-models 
of the inscriptions in a virtual environment in which it is easier to identify ele-
ments on the stone surface difficult to detect by a human eye. In this regard worth 
mentioning are his repeated surveys at the Hittite capital Hattuša, in cooperation 
with the archaeological mission at Boğazköy and the German Archaeological Insti-
tute of Istanbul, as well as his inspection of the rock reliefs at Sirkeli, in collabora-
tion with the University of Bern.

The use of innovative digital technologies is also connected with the broader 
issue of cultural heritage conservation, which was equally central in Marazzi’s 
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scientific vision, as reflected in his long-standing commitment, through various 
assignments and contributions, to promoting preservation, knowledge, and acces-
sibility of ancient documents.

Finally, we wish to highlight one last and more private aspect of Massimiliano 
Marazzi’s character that concerns his relation with students and collaborators. 
Tireless in his work, to which he devoted himself with passion, determination, 
brilliancy, and even fun, he has always been inclined to create composite work 
teams, being able to identify and bring out personal talents, professional skills and 
specializations, creating an atmosphere of participation and friendship. 

As witnesses to some of his challenges in the field of Anatolian studies, we hope 
to please him with this initiative, made possible by the participation of friends and 
colleagues who warmly subscribed to it. However, we have deliberately chosen to 
restrict the subject of this volume to the field of Oriental studies, since it would 
have been too onerous for us to follow his multifaceted work in the realm of Ae-
gean and Mediterranean archaeology. Accordingly, we present here the selected 
Anatolian bibliography of his contributions listed in chronological order. 

Rome, May 2024
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SBo II Güterbock, Hans Gustav. 1942. Siegel	 aus	 Boğazköy II – Die 

Königssiegel	von	1939	und	die	übrigen	Hieroglyphensiegel. Berlin: 
self-published.

SMEA Studi Micenei ed Egeo Anatolici
StBoT Studien zu den Boğazköy Texten
StMed Studia Mediterranea
StudAs Studia Asiana
TAPS	 Transactions	of	the	American	Philosophical	Society
Temizsoy 1992 Temizsoy, İlhan. “1990 Yılı Yesemek Taşocağı ve Heykel Atölyesi 

Kazı ve Restorasyon Çalışmaları.” Pages 299–318 in II. Müze 
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